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How to Delete Temporary Filesand Delete Prefetch
Filesfrom Your Computer

If you need to free up some space on your computer, you may be searching for filesto delete. Temp filesare
created when Windows shuts down in an irregular way, and your computer doesn't need them to function, so

these are good...

Method 1 of 2:

Deleting Temp Files
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Use Disk Cleanup. Thistool isincredibly useful for removing temporary files and prefetch files from
your Windows computer. It works for any version of Windows that is Vistaand higher.

1. Open Disk Cleanup. Y ou can do thisin a couple different ways.

1. Goto Start>All Programs>A ccessories>System Tools>Disk Cl eanup.[l]
2. Open Run by holding down Win+R, and type '%windir%system32cleanmgr.exe’ without the

quotation marks into the Open field.

2. Select the storage drive you wish to clean. Generally speaking, you'll want to select the OS drive,
which defaults to C: unless manually changed to a different path letter. The utility will then scan the
selected storage drive for temporary files of alarge variety. Once finished, you'll be met with alist

of temporary file types.

1. You may also seethe option to "Clean Up System Files." This option requires Administrative
permissiong/rights to function, and is a more thorough method as it digs deeper into the OSto
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remove temporary file types such as Windows Updates catal ogs.
2. Check "Temporary Internet Files and 'Temporary Files,' and press'OK.'
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Search for .temp files. Temporary files usually have the file extension .temp added to the end, so go into
"my computer” or "this PC" and search for *.temp in the C: Drive. The * isimportant as that tells the

computer to search for everything ending in .temp.

-+~ Disk Cleanup for (C)
Disk Cleanup

w You can use Disk Cleanup to free up to 561 MB of disk space
on (C:).

Files to delete:

[ | & Recycle Bin 0bytes
| | Setup Log Files 27.5KB
Temporary files 51TMB —

Thumbnails
Per user archived Wi 19 KB

Total amount of disk space you gain: 561 MB

Description

Search " Free up disk space” in the Control Panel. Click 'Free up disk space by deleting unnecessary
files." Check the "Temporary files' box and press oK .[2]

Method 2 of 2:

Deleting Prefetch Files



[

‘.I.- » Computer »

Organize ~ System properties Uninstall or change a program
| Cut .
I Copy
| [] Paste

Undo
Redo

Select all
' L1 Layout
1. | | Folder and search options
| 7X Delete

Rename

Remove properties wiki

Open Windows Explorer. Go to the 'Organize' dropdown button, and select 'Folder and Search Options.’
Click the 'View' tab. Check 'Show hidden files, folders and drives,' and click Apply. Click 'OK' to close
the window.[3]
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Open your OSdrive. Thisdefaultsto C: unless manually changed to a different path letter. Go to
Windows>Prefetch. Delete desired .pf files.
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Open Windows Explorer again. As before, go to the 'Organize’ dropdown button, select 'Folder and
Search Options," and click the 'View' tab.

Advanced selljngs:

ﬂ Hn:le empty drives in
[/] Hide extensions for
|| Hide protected opers
[ ] Launch folder windo
[ | Restore previous fol
|| Show drive letters

(/| Show encrypted or cf
|| Show pop-up descrip

m

i I Use check boxes to select Jtems

4 B lmm O bnmeiom o VA G d SN -

[ Restore Defaults ‘

Select 'Don't show hidden files, foldersor drives.' Click 'Apply.' Click 'OK' to close.[4]

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Delete Temporary Files and Delete Prefetch Filesfrom Your
Computer" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and
tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us

regularly.
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