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How to delete folder and file search history in
Windows Explorer?

On Windows operating systems (Windows 7, Windows 8, Windows 10), Windows Explorer remembers the
location of files and folders when you type in the address bar on Windows Explorer. The files and folders when
you enter will be displayed automatically accessible by clicking the down arrow at the end of the address bar to
drop down thelist.

On Windows operating systems (Windows 7, Windows 8, Windows 10), Windows Explorer remembers the
location of files and folders when you type in the address bar on Windows Explorer. The files and folders when
you enter will be displayed automatically accessible by clicking the down arrow at the end of the address bar to
drop down thelist.

How to delete folder and file access history in Windows Explorer is quite ssmple. In the following article,
Network Administrator will show you 3 ways to delete folder and file access history in Windows Explorer.

Note: In the article, guide you to delete File Explorer history on Windows 10. You do the same thing on
Windows 7 and Windows 8.
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1. Deletedirectly on File Explorer

The best way to delete folder and file access history in Windows Explorer is to delete directly on File Explorer.
To do this, first pressthe Win + E key combination to open File Explorer.

After the File Explorer window appears, right-click the address bar and select Delete History .
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At thistime on the screen, all File Explorer history has been deleted.To be sure, you can click your mouse on the

down arrow at the end of the address bar to drop down the list.
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2. Delete on Folder Options

To delete folder and file access history in Windows Explorer, in addition to deleting directly on File Explorer
you can use Folder Options.

First open File Explorer by pressing the Win + E key combination, then select the Options option in the View
tab.

s | Drive Tools ~ Maya - ] X
Computer View Manage A 0
[‘ [l EE Mediumicons [ smallicons - I [F= [ ttem check boxes _7:
- i ) ) | 3
T3 EEB ust HZZ Details File name extensions
Mavigation e o = Sort Hide selected |Options
pane -~ 5= Tiles |ES content ¥ by~ [] Hidden items itey' -
o Vamsi - Desktop I“—I': Documents

After the Folder Options window appears, click Clear to clear the entire folder and file access history in File
Explorer quickly.
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If you don't want File Explorer to store recent folder and file access history, you uncheck both Show recently
used filesin Quick access and Show frequently used folder in Quick accessin the Privacy section.

Finally click OK to save the changes.

3. Usethe Registry

In addition to the above two ways, you can use the Registry to delete the history of accessing folders and files on
File Explorer.

First press the Win + R key combination to open the Run window. Then type regedit in the Run window and
press Enter .
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After the Registry window appears, ook for the address:

HKEY_CURRENT_USERSoftwareMicrosoftWindowsCurrentVersionExplorer TypedPaths

Now on the screen, the Registry window will display the history of folder access and files as URLS. To delete
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individual URLSs, right-click those URL s and then select Delete .

A warning message will appear on the screen to confirm whether you want to delete the URLSs. Click Yes to

delete URLSs.
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Confirm Value Delete

Deleting certain registry values could cause systemn instability. Are you sure you want to
permanently delete this value?

If you want to delete the entire folder and file access history on File Explorer, you can select all URLSs (except
Default ) by holding down the Ctrl key and clicking on the URLSs, then right-click and choose Delete .
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You can refer to some of the following articles:

1. Start Windows 10 " asfast asthewind" with Fast Startup

2. 4 Waysto Reset Windowstoitsoriginal state

3. Why use copyrighted Windows?

Good luck!

Y ou finished reading the article "How to delete folder and file sear ch history in Windows Explorer ?" edited
by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can
search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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