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How to delete a system restore point in Windows 10

This guide will show you how to delete all or specific system restore points for drivesin Windows 10.

System protection (if enabled) is afeature that allows you to perform a system restore, bringing the PC back to a
previous point, called a system restore point. This can be helpful if your PC is not working well and recently
you've installed an application, driver or update.

Each restore point contains the information needed to restore the system to a selected state. A restore point is
created automatically when you install new Windows applications, drivers, or updates and can aso be created
manually. Restoring will not affect individual filesin the % UserProfile% folder , but will remove applications,
drivers and updates installed after the restore point was created.

When you receive a major update or new feature for Windows 10, all restore points are automatically deleted
during the update process because the old restore points are not compatible with the new Windows Update.

This guide will show you how to delete all or specific system restore points for drivesin Windows 10.
Note:

1. You must belogged in as an administrator to delete a system restore point.
2. Therestore point stored in the OS System Volume Information folder is protected and hidden in the root
directory of each drive where you have System protection enabled.

Delete all system restore pointsfor adrivein System Protection
Settings

1. Follow step 2, step 3 or step 4 below, depending on how you want to open the System.

2. Open the Win + X Quick Link menu, click System and go to step 5 below.

3. Open Control Panel (icons view), click the System icon and go to step 5 below.

4. Open Control Panel (icons view) , click the Recovery icon, click the Configure System Restore link and
go to step 6 below.
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Control Panel Home Advanced recovery tools

'&‘ Create a recovery drive
Create a recovery drive to refresh or reset your PC, or to troubleshoot problems, even when it can't start.

'ﬁi‘ Open System Restore
Undo recent systemn changes, but leave files such as documents, pictunes, and music unchanged.

|: Click on W Configure System Restare
F Change restore settings, manage disk space, and create or delete restore points.

g I you're experiencing problems with your PC, you can refresh itin PC settings.
aee also

File History

Click the Configure System Restore link
5. Click the System protection link on the left.

6. If prompted by UAC, click Yes.

7. In Protection Settings, select a drive (for example: C :) that you want to delete all restore points from and
click the Configur e button .

Systemn Properties

Computer Name  Hardware  Advanced System Protection  Remote

,ﬁ;- |Use system protection to undo unwanted system changes.

System Restore

fou can undo system changes by reverting |

your computer to a previous restore point. System Restore...

Protection Settings

Available Drives Protection
1 Local Disk (C:) (System)
= Data (0:) Off

Configure restore settings, manage disk space, | p.or
and delete restore points. | Cunﬁgure

Create a restore point fght now for the drives that | Cregte
have system protection tumed on. L
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Click the Configure button
8. Click Delete.



9. Click Continue to confirm.
10. Click Close when done.

11. You will notice that the Current Usage of the selected drive will be O bytes.

= System Protection for Data (=)

Restore Settings

By enabling system protection, you can undo undesired changes by
reverting your computer to a previous point in time.

(®) Turn en system protection

(C) Disable system protection

IUsing system protection on a drive that contains system image
! backups wil cause other shadow copies to be deleted faster than
normal L e N R S R
Disk Space Usage F

= System Protection for Local Disk (C:)

Restore Settings

By enablng system protection, you can unda undesred changes by
reverting your computer to a previous point in time.

(8) Turn on system protection

(O Disable system protecton

Disk Space Usage

You can adjust the maximum disk space used for system protecton. As You can adiust the maximum dick space usad for system protecton. As
space fils up, older restore points wil be deleted to malke room for new space fills up, clder restore points will be deleted to make reom for new
ones, ones.

CurentUsage:  Obytes CurentUsage:  Obytes

Max Usage: ' Max Usage: .
5% (59,85 GB) 10% (23,79 63)

Delete all restore points for this drive. Delete al restore ponits for this drive.

Y ou will notice that the Current Usage of the selected drive will be O bytes

Delete all system restor e points except the most recent restore point in
Disk Cleanup

Note: You must be logged in as an administrator to use this option.

A) Click the Clean up system files button to run Disk Cleanup with admin rights.

B) If prompted by UAC, click Yes.

C) If you have multiple drives or partitions on your PC, select the C: drive or drive letter you want to clean and
click OK , then return.

D) Click the M ore Options tab and click the Clean up button in System Restore and Shadow Copies.



Disk Cleanup = More Options

Programs and Features

. You can free more disk space by removing programs that
e  Youdonotuse.

System Restore and Shadow Copies

= You can free more disk space by removing all butthe most
- recent restore point

In gome editions of Windows, the disk might include file
shadow copies and older Windows Complele PC Backup
images as part of restore points, This information will also be
deleted,

Cleanup..

OK Cancel

Click the More Options tab and click the Clean up button in System Restore and Shadow Copies
E) Click Delete to confirm.

Delete all or specific system restore pointsin Command Prompt

1. Open Command Prompt with admin rights.

2. Copy and paste the command vssadm n | i st shadowsinto the Command Prompt as admin and press
Ent er.
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Copy and paste the vssadmin list shadows command into the Command Prompt
3 Perform step 4 (to delete all), step 5 (all on the drive), step 6 (oldest on the drive) or step 7 (shadow copy D)
below, depending on how you want to delete the restore points. .

4. To delete all restore points on all drives, copy and paste the command below that you want to use into the
Command Prompt, press Ent er and go to step 8 below.

(Prompt to select Y / N to confirm before deleting)
vssadm n del ete shadows /all

Or

(Delete without prompting)

vssadm n del ete shadows /all /quiet

5. To delete al restore points on a specific drive, enter the command below you want to use in the Command
Prompt, press Ent er and go to step 8 below.

(Prompt to select Y / N to confirm before deleting)

vssadm n del ete shadows /For=(drive letter): /all
Or:

(Delete without prompting)

vssadm n del ete shadows /For=(drive letter): /all /quiet



Replace (drive letter) in the above commands with the drive letter you want, listed as Original Volume: (x:)
from step 2 above.

For example:

vssadm n del ete shadows /For=C. /all

Or:

vssadmi n del ete shadows /For=C. /all /quiet

6. To delete the oldest restore point on a specific drive, enter the command below you want to use into the
Command Prompt, press Ent er and go to step 8 below.

(Prompt to select Y / N to confirm before deleting)

vssadmi n del ete shadows /For=(drive letter): /ol dest

Or:

(Delete without prompting)

vssadmi n del ete shadows /For=(drive letter): /oldest /quiet
Replace (the drive letter) in the above commands with the drive letter you want.

7. To delete a specific restore point with Shadow Copy 1D, Enter the command below into the Command
Prompt, press Ent er and go to step 8 below.

vssadm n del et e shadows / Shadow={ Shadow Copy | D}

Replace Shadow Copy 1D in the above command with the actual Shadow Copy ID number of the restore point
you want to delete from step 2 above.

For example:

vssadm n del et e shadows / Shadow={3e351030- 9ebd- 428c- 9f f 3- 86dcad40a7f 96}

8. When done, you can close the Command Prompt if you like.

Delete individual system restore pointsin CCleaner

This option will alow you to remove all restore points, except the most recent restore point.
1. If you haven't dready, download and install the free CCleaner program.
2. Open CCleaner.

3. Click Tools on the left side and click System Restorein the Tools menu .



4 Select one or more of the listed restore points that you want to delete and click Remove.

You can press and hold the key CTRL, and click on restore points to be able to select more than one random
point.

& CCleaner - FREE FOR Ht
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CCleaner Free

@ runage al your System Restore ponts (The bitest one & dsabled for system safiety)
Date and Time Deserpaon

02 36PM Testd
WZH01S 12 1442PM  Test

Delete individual system restore pointsin CCleaner
5. Click OK to confirm.

6. When done, you can close CCleaner if you want.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to delete a system restor e point in Windows 10" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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