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How to Decor ate Books

When your favorite book is starting to ook alittle worn around the edges, or you're in the mood to give the
cover amakeover, try making your own book cover or creating a specia cover using craft supplies. Or, if your
used book isready...

Method 1 of 3:

Making Your Own Book Cover

Choose a material to use asa book cover. You'll want enough of this material to cover both the front and
back covers of your book, and excess material to make sure the cover stays on when the book is opened or
closed.[1] A paper book cover will work best on hardcover books and may slip off of paperback books; if
you're covering a paperback book, reinforce the cover with tape if needed. Paper materials you can use to
make your own book cover include:

abrown paper grocery bag that can be decorated

an old map for history lovers or travelers

sheet notes for musicians

magazine pages for fashion and beauty enthusiasts

construction paper or wrapping paper for crafters
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Cut mor e than enough paper to cover your book. Lay out more paper than you think you'll need
(smilar to wrapping a gift with wrapping paper) before cutting it. Place your open book on top of the
paper and measure a rectangular piece of paper larger than the book itself. A good rule of thumb isto have
at Ie[%?t 2 inches of excess materia al round the edges of your book. Cut the piece of paper you measured
out.

r

Fold thetop and bottom edges of your paper inward. Center the book on your paper and fold the top
edge of the paper inward. Create a crease by folding it against the book's hardcover edge. Repeat this step
with the bottom edge of the paper.[3]
1. If you are using printed paper like abrown grocery bag or magazine pages, place it printed side up
so that any designs you don't want shown on your cover will be hidden.



Finish folding the paper around the book to complete the cover. Close your book and place it slightly
right to the center of your paper cover, leaving about 2 inches of excess paper on the right. Fold the left
edge of the paper over the book to meet the right edge. Crease the |eft and right sides of your paper along
the book's edges.[4]
1. You can adjust your book's placement to make sure the edges meet evenly. Thiswill create even
side flaps for your book cover.

Wrap the paper securely around your book. Open your book and slide the front cover into the left flap
you just made. Bring the right side of the paper over to cover the book and reinforce the right crease if
needed. Then slide the back cover into the right flap. Y our new book cover is ready to be shown off or
decorated.[®]



Method 2 of 3:

Decorating a Book Cover with Craft Materials

Monochromatic Analogous Complementary
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Choose colors and patternsfor your book cover. Everyone might have unique design preferences, but
there are some helpful color design guidelines to follow. Use complementary colors, such as blue and
orange, yellow and purple, or red and green for a vibrant design. For a monochromatic or minimalist look,
try using one color in various shades and patterns. Use analogous colors (colors close to each other on a
color wheel) such as blue-violet, blue, and blue-green.[6]

Use washi tapeto create a design. You can use washi tape to easily create diagonal, vertical or horizontal
stripes of different colors and patterns. Y ou can also form patterns like checkerboard, chevron or
herringbone.[7] Or you can make fun designs representing your interests and hobbies, like writing, video



games or animals.[8l

Form a collage of stickersor pictures. Thisisan easy way to customize your book cover. Place stickers
where you'd like them on your book cover or tape or glue small pictures to the cover. Slightly overlapping
the stickers or pictures will create a collage effect, and you can continue to add more as you get them.

1. For acool effect, cut picturesinto shapesfirst, then affix them to your book cover in an interesting

pattern.

Keep customizing with areusable chalkboard cover. If you're using a brown paper bag book cover,
dressit up by gluing a chalkboard vinyl rectangle to the front cover. Use this space to count down days
until a special occasion, like graduation; to label your book with your name; or to jot down quick noteson

the cover.[9]



Method 3 of 3:

Transforming Old Booksinto Home Decor Pieces

Repur pose a book into a picture frame. Cut a square or rectangle from the front cover of your book
using a craft knife. Then cut the first few pages of your book into a slightly smaller square or rectangle, to
form amat. Glue the photo to the back of the pages, and the pages to the front cover of your book.[10]
1. Cut asquare or rectangle smaller than your photo. Y ou can alwaystrim it further if it is not big
enough for your photo.
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Create atablerunner from loose book pages. Older books with brownish-yellow, aged pages will make
avintage and romantic table runner. Tape two book pages together side by side on the back. Turn them
over and use a craft paper punch to create a border. Y ou can use punches to create borders of lace, flowers,



or snowflakes.[11]
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Make a colorful book page garland. Using acircle cutter, circle punch or scissors, cut circles out of your
book pagesin the size you'd like for your garland. Paint circles with watercolor wash (watercolor paint
and water.) When the circles have dried, punch a hole into the center of each and thread the twine through.
Tie afew knots at both ends to keep the circles from slipping off.[12]

1. Gently crumple the paper circles to add texture and dimension to them.[13]

2. Stick a safety pin through one end of the twine to make threading the circles easier.[14]

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Decor ate Books" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article
has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides.

Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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