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How to Cross a Railroad Crossing

Almost everyone will have to cross railroad tracks at some point. Crossing railroad tracks may already be a
common occurrence for you, and that iswhy it isimportant to know how to stay safe during the process.
Crossing railroad tracks...

Method 1 of 3:

Driving a Car

Approach with caution. There should be signs to warn you that you are nearing railroad tracks.
Typicaly, it will be acircular sign with ablack X and the letters RR. Once you get closer, you will
probably see an X shaped sign that says Railroad Crossing. On the road, there will be another warning that
looks similar to the circular sign. Slow your car down when approaching railroad tracks, even if thereisno
trainin sight.[2]

1. Look for signs designating the speed limit. Y ou should not be going faster than 20mph.

2. If there are no signs, you should be able to see the actual tracks ahead of you. Still approach slowly
even if the gate is not down.
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Look for signsof an approaching train. There are several waysto know if the train is approaching. First,
the gate may be down, and you might see the train passing by. If the train has not yet made it to the
crossing, you will see flashing red lights signaling its approach. A person might be signaling the train's
approach, but that will not always be the case. Y ou will aso hear the train's horn or bell before actually
seeing the train. Look both ways down the track for an approaching train.
1. You can slowly continue driving across the railroad tracks if you have checked and made absolutely
sure that there is no train coming.
2. Do not at any time stop in the middle of the tracks, even if atrain is not approaching.
3. Roall your windows down to listen for the train's horn or bell. If music is playing in your car, pause it
while listening for signs of an approaching train.

Stop your car if atrain isapproaching. If there are signs of an approaching train, you should stop your
car even if the crossing gate has not yet gone down. Laws vary state by state about how far away you



should stop from the railroad crossing. Usually, you should stop within 50 feet, but no closer than 15 feet
from the nearest rail. Use your own discretion when deciding how close or far away to stop.[3]
1. If thereisastop sign, you must stop your car even if thereis not atrain approaching.

Wait for thetrain to pass. The crossing gate should be down at this point, but do not cross even if the
gate has not gone down. Y our car should be at a complete stop at this point. Wait for the approaching train
to cross the tracks you are waiting at. Continue waiting until the train is out of sight.[4]

Make surethetrain has passed. Although the train has passed, there might be another train approaching.
Wait until the lights have stopped flashing and the crossing gate has gone up. Y ou may begin driving
again at this point. Don't accelerate quickly from your stopping position. Slowly cross the tracks with
caution in case something has fallen onto the tracks.

1. Do not shift gears while crossing the tracks.



Method 2 of 3:

Riding a Bike

Slow your bike when approaching railroad tracks. Look for signs of an approaching train. Y ou should
see signs, like asign with an X and RR written on it. Check for flashing lights, a person signaling atrain,
and a horn or bell from an approaching train. Even if there are no signs of atrain, slow your bike. Crossing

tracks at full speed on a bike can be dangerous.[®]
1. Make sureyou arein the appropriate spot for a bike. The laws may state that bikers stay on the road,

or on a specific bike path.

Wait for thetrain to cross. If thereisatrain, you should stop your bike completely and wait. Do not try
to race across the track before the train approaches. Either continue sitting on your bike, or get off your



bike and stand next to it while holding the handle bars. Wait until the train has passed. Make sure another
train is not coming. Y ou are able to cross the tracks when the lights have stopped flashing, and the

crossing gate has been lifted.[6]

Know therisksof crossing thetrackson a bike. There are several risks you are taking when crossing
railroad tracks on a bike. Knowing the risks before crossing the tracks will help prevent you from falling
or becoming stuck on the tracks. The risksinclude falling into the gap next to therail, falling in a gap near
the tracks, and dliding on the tracks. The way you cross the tracks depends on what risks your perceive

before crossi ng.[7]

Go over thetracks at a 45 degree angle. Falling into the gap perpendicular to the rail happens because
sometimes railroad crossings use coverings to make the railway smoother, but the coverings are made up
of individual piecesthat leave gaps. The gaps are often wider than a bike tire, which risks the bike tire

falling into the gap. To avoid this, cross the tracks close to a 45 degree angle, instead of perpendicularly.



1. Judge what is a 45 degree angle by using the outermost tracks as your basis for the bottom line of
the angle.

Crossthetracksin a straight line. Sliding happens on the tracks when they are slippery and/or wet.
Avoid leaning the bike on slippery tracks. Instead, cross the tracksin a straight line. Try to go as slowly as
possible when crossing.

Crossthetracks safely. Do not try to line your bike up with the tracks. If your bike tires are narrow, do a
slight S weave on the tracks, between 20 and 70 degrees. It is aso an option to get off of your bike and
walk it across the tracks. 8]
1. You can 'hop' across the raised tracks on your bike if you are an experienced bike rider. Do not
attempt thisif you do not know how to jump with abike. It is dangerous and could lead to a crash if
you are not experienced.[®]



Method 3 of 3:

Crossing as a Pedestrian

L ook for a pedestrian crossing. It isillegal to cross railroad tracks at any other location besides a

designated pedestrian crossing. If you are not at a pedestrian crossing, walk at a safe distance away from

the tracks until you locate one. There should be a sign and/or aramp for pedestrians to safely cross.[10]
1. Crossing at anillegal location risks your safety, aswell as aticket or fine that can range from $500

or $6000.

L ook for an approaching train. Stop at the pedestrian crossing even if there are no signs of an
approaching train. Look both ways down the track to look for atrain. Signs of atrain are flashing lights, a
lowered crossing gate, and bells or whistles. Wait at the designated pedestrian crossing if atrain is coming.



If not, Slowly cross with caution if you are sure it is safe.[11]
1. Not every pedestrian crossing will have lights or bells to warn you. If the crossing does not, look
both ways down the tracks and listen for atrain.
2. Stand at a safe distance away from the tracks. Y ou should stand at least 10 feet away from the
tracks.

Crosswhen it is safe. Wait for the train to completely pass. Do not cross until you are sure that another
train is not following. If there is a pedestrian crossing gate, wait until it islifted to cross. There should be
no more lights flashing or bells sounding. Look both ways once more before you cross.[12]
1. Do not listen to music while at arailroad crossing. Music can inhibit your ability to hear bells and/or
whistles.
2. Hundreds of people die every year on railway tracks. Do not play, Sit, or walk directly on the tracks.
A train takes at least amile to stop, so it may not be able to stop in timeif you are on the railway
tracks.
3. Do not try to hop aboard the passing train. Y ou will risk serious injury or death.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Cross a Railroad Crossing” edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope
this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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