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How to create Cron Jobsin Linux with Zeait

The sole goal of Zeit isto make adding and managing cron jobs easy. With Zeit, running commands and scripts
isas simple as adding a new item to the task list.

Cron alows you to run commands, programs, and scripts automatically at specified times on time or on a
schedule. It is powerful, lightweight, but makes you a little "brain twisted". That's why you can find front-ends
trying to simplify using crontab and Zeit is one of the best options.

Let's see how Zeit allows you to easily create cron jobsin Linux easily through the following article!

Install Zeit

On most Linux distributions, you will have to build Zeit from source. Once downloaded and according to the
official documentation, you can turn it into a usable app with:

nkdir build &% cd build cnmake . make -j2 ./src/zeit
If you're using Ubuntu, you can add its repository and install Zeit using the following commands:
sudo add- apt-repository ppa: bl aze/ main sudo apt update sudo apt install zeit

After awhile, you will find Zeit among installed programs. L ocate and run the application.

Tasks and schedules

Zeit'sinterfaceis very smple. To add atask, click the'Add Task' button .
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Enter a name for the task in the Description field . Enter the command you want to schedule in the Command
field .

In the 'Time and Date' section you can choose Basic , which allows you to quickly schedule atask to runin a
regular pattern. For more customization, select the Advanced option .

The Advanced option alows you to enter the exact minutes, hour, day, day of the week, and month that the task
will run. All fields are initidly filled out with an asterisk, acting as a wildcard meaning 'every'. For example, if
you enter "' in the Day field , it means 'every day'.

Description:  Autorun tilix terminal

Command: tilix

Zeit View Tools Help
Add Task
Time and Date:
Basic

® Advanced

Minute: 35

Hour: 00

Day: B |

Day of week: |* alid input examples:

= * - all elements are enabled

Month: . 3 - one element is enabled
1,2,5 - sequence of three elements
2-T-rangefrom2to 7

3-15/2 - range from 3 to 15 with step 2
3-15,18,21 - combination of the above

at 00:35, every day

v Enabled Qcancel || @ok |

You can enter multiple numbers, separate them with commas. For example, if you enter '20, 23 ' in the Hour
fieldand' 35" inthe Minutefield, your task will run at 20:35 and 23:35 every day.

If you want a prompt for crontab's syntax, hover your mouse over one of the fields. Zeit will show you a helpful
pop-up with alist of examples of how you can set up the task's schedule.

Zeit - o0 @&
Zeit View TJools Help
oAddTask % Modify Task |* Delete Task @nlarrn @Timer

Command: echo "And yet, this runs! S${date)” >> /home/ducklord/Desktop/itran.txt

Descripti -

Ctrl+G
Modify Task Chrl+m
* | Delete Task Ctrl+D

List of examples of how you can set up atask's schedule
After you have created a task, it will appear in the main Zeit list. If you want to disable a quick task, you can
double-click on it, while right-clicking will also allow you to edit or delete the task entirely.



Alarm and timer

Zeit alows you to set alarms and timers, but | won't go into detail on how to do that, as it's even ssmpler than
tasks. With the alarm and timer feature, you don't have to worry about complicated wildcard characters and
schedules, because evenif it is useful for some people, this function is not provided.

Zeit View Jools H

gAddTask |* Modil pescription: \New Alarm e
By Player: s
Description: Log e
Runs at 01:01, eve il -
Run at 1hr = |3min |3 Now Resat
¥ Mon v Tue v Wed ¥ Thu v Fri Sat sun

Y ou can simply set a simple schedule, specify times, and choose the days when the alarm or timer will run. Two
extra buttons alow you to enter the current time in the Hour and Minutes fields (the Now button ) or delete
them (the Reset button ). Y ou must use the two buttons with the folder icon, next to Player and Sound File, to
select the media player and sound file when setting the alarm and timer. Since Zeit / crontab will have no way to
notify you without them. Zeit also won't let you set rulesif you leave those fields blank.

Control everything

With Zeit, you're editing your own crontab rules by default, which only works for your user account. To see all
the rules (by others and the system), as well as being able to edit everything, turn on 'System Mode' from the
View menu .

Zeit Tools Help

Refresh Ctrl+R

Alarm @ Timer
System Mode

* Periodic Tasks Ctrl+P

th system crontab File. Be careful.

Environment Variables ctrlsg UMy =
° |  Nonperiodic Commands Crl+N  }6:17,07:17, 08:17, 09:17, 10:47, 11:17, 12:17, 13117,
Show Filter CtrlsF  (17.22:17,and 23:17, every d_ey
| o in-parts —-report /etc/cron.daily )
| ¥ Wrap Text ctrlsw

Runs at 06:25, every day
Command: tesk -x fusr/sbin/anacron || ( cd / && run-parts —report Jetc/cron.weekly )
Description:
Runs at 06:47, every sun
o Comma qd: test -x fusrfsbinfanacron || ( cd / && run-parts —report fetc/eron.monthly ) s

With System Mode , you will be able to adjust the existing rules - for example, for the automated reports
Ubuntu generates for the operating system. Be very careful when adjusting such rules, and be aware that any
change you make could break everything. Edits may also be overwritten after a software update.

Filter and find



If you're trying to find a specific rule, you can use Zeit's search feature, instead of scrolling up and down the list.
Press Ctrl + F on your keyboard and a search field will appear at the bottom of the Zeit window. Enter a search

term to find the task you want.

Zeit View Tools Help
o Add Task

Warning:

Description:
Runs at 06:47, every Sun

Zeit

@Alarm @ Timer

ou are working with system crontab File. Be careful.

Command: test -x fusr/sbinfanacron || ( cd / && run-parts —report Jetc/cron.weekly )
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Y ou finished reading the article "How to create Cron Jobsin Linux with Zeit" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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