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How to Create a Boot Disk

A boot disk can help restore and recover your computer if amajor error or virus renders your computer unusable,
or unable to boot. Learn how to create a backup boot disk for your Windows or Mac computer. Swipe in from
the right edge of ...

Method 1 of 3:

Creating a Boot Disk for Windows 8
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Swipein from the right edge of the screen on your Windows 8 device.
1. If you're using amouse, point to the lower-right corner of your screen.
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Tap or click on 'Start.'

Type'Recovery' into the search field. A search results pane will appear onscreen.
4. Click on "Settings and select 'Create arecovery drive."
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Create a recovery drive

Even if your PC can't S1ar, you an b 3 redovery deroe bo redet it of troublethoot problesns. If
wou back up system files to this drive. you'Tl slo be sble to use # to reinstall Windows.

[l Back up system files to the recovery diive.

Place a checkmark next to 'Copy therecovery partition from the PC to therecovery drive.'
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Click on "Next." The screen will then inform you how much data capacity you will need for the boot disk.

Verify that you have a USB flash drive or blank CD with enough memory to support the capacity
you'll need to create the boot disk. The data capacity will vary depending on the type of Windows 8

device you're using. For example, if your device requires 6 GB capacity for the boot disk, you'll need a
USB flash with at least 6 GB of free space.



Insert a USB flash drive into one of the empty USB portson your Windows 8 device.
1. If you'reusing ablank CD or DVD, select 'Create a system-repair disc with aCD or DVD' from the
dropdown menu before inserting a CD into the disk drive.

et O
s Recovery Drive

Please wait

BTN

Follow the remaining prompts provided by Windows 8 to finish creating the boot disk. After its
creation, the boot disk can be used to restore or repair Windows 8 if a any time you have problems
booting your devicelll.

Method 2 of 3:

Creating a Boot Disk for Windows 7 / Vista
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Click on 'System and Maintenance,” and select '‘Backup and Restore.’
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Click on 'Create a system repair disc' in the left pane of the Backup and Restore window.
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Select a CDYDVD drive and insert a blank disc into the drive

A system repair disc can be used to boot your computer. It also contains
Windows system recovery tools that can help you recover Wind
serious error or restore your computer from a system image.

Select the name of the drive you're using from the dropdown menu next to 'Drive.
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Select a CD/DVD drive and insert a blank disc into the drive

A system repair disc can be used to boot your computer. It also contains
Windows system recovery tools that can help you recover Windows from a
serious error or restore youggomputer frog a system image.

Create disc I] Cancel ]

wiki

Click on 'Create disc." Windows will then begin to write the files needed to repair the system onto the
disk you inserted.

Using the system repair disc

You can use the system repair disc 1o access system recovery

options that can help you recover your computer from a serious

arrar.

Please label your disc with § [ prmation:

Repair disc Windows 7 64-bit

8.

Do not show this message again

Click on 'Close’ after Windowsinformsyou that the boot disk has been created. Y ou will now have
the ability to use the boot disk at any time you're having difficulty booting up your Windows 7 or
Windows Vista computer(2].

Method 3 of 3:

Creating a Boot Disk for Mac OS X
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Open the Applications folder on your Mac.
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Open the Mac App Store application.
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Search for and download the latest OS X installer from the App Store. At thistime, OS X Mavericks
10.9isthe latest installer being provided by Apple.
1. If you want to use an earlier version of OS X that you previously purchased from the App Store,
hold down the 'Option’ key and click on 'Purchases’ within the App Store to access and redownload
that particular OS X installer(3l,
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Insert your USB flash driveinto a USB port on your computer. The flash drive must have at least 8
GB free space.



7 2 W = &

shooter Soundflower Spotify Stickies Siykz

=dit The Uinarchiver Utilities uTorrant
G WineBottler AAMPR

Open the Applicationsfolder and click on 'Utilities.'
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Select 'Disk Utility." Your computer will start to collect disk information from the USB flash drive you
inserted.
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Click on your USB drive after it displaysin the left pane of Disk Utility.
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B Name: [UNTITLED 1

Format: | MS-DOS (FAT)
size: 500.11 @B

To arase and partition the salected dil
pop-up menuy, set options for each pa

The selected partition will be created.

Click on thetab labeled 'Partition’ in Disk Utility.
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Select '1 Partition' from the dropdown menu below 'Partition Layout.'

Partition Infermation

Name: Untitled 1

IFommt: Mac OS5 Extended {Jou rﬂu1cd?|__|

Size: 500.11

To erase and partition the
pop-up menu, set options

The selected partition will be crea
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Select '"Mac OS Extended (Journaled)' from the dropdown menu next to 'Format.’



The selected partition will be created.
Untitled 1
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Click on the'Options button near the bottom of the Disk Utility window.

Choose a partition scheme appropriate for the way you will use this
disk:

© GUID Partition Table

To use the disk to start up an Intel-based Mac, or to use the disk as a non-
startup disk with any Mac with Mac O3 X vorsion 10.4 or later.

"' Apple Partition M

To use the disk 1o sta
non-startup disk with a

to use the disk as a

| Master Boot Record

To use the disk 10 start up D ars, or to use with
devices that require a DOS-co mpatible partition,
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Select 'GUID Partition Table and click on 'OK.
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Open 'Terminal’ from within Utilitiesin the Applicationsfolder.

® Terminal Shell Edit View Window Help
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le.Finder AppleShewAllFiles TRUE;\killall Finder;\say Files Revealedl]

Type the following command into Terminal: 'defaults write com.apple.Finder AppleShowAllFiles
TRUE;Kkillall Finder;say Files Revealed'

14.




4
2
¥
A
&
=4
13

; ’ shift
15.

alt

&£ command opfion conirol

wiki

Press'Return' on your keyboard to execute the command. Your Mac will then start to format your
flash drive for the Mac OS X installer program.
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Open the Applicationsfolder and locatetheinstaller program you downloaded from the App Store.

For example, if you downloaded OS X Mavericks, the installer program will be called, 'Install Mac OS X
Mavericks.app.'
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Right-click on theinstaller app and select 'Show Package Contents' from thelist of available
options.
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18.

Click on 'Contents and select 'Shared Support’ within the package contents window.
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Double-click on 'InstallESD.dmg." Anicon labeled '‘OS X Install ESD' will display on the desktop of
your Mac.

Edit View Go Window Help

o 2 OnyX 2.8.7
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Drag the icon to the »
Ultllities folder of you.

20.

Double-click on the'OS X Install ESD' icon. The folder will open to display a series of hidden files,
including '‘BaseSystem.dmg.'



¥ Wae w w P e 1= =z

Verify Info  Burn  Mount Eject Enable Journaling MNow ln'ingc Convart Rosizo Image

{£500.11 GB Hitachi HTS54505089S... Bt
e Partition Layout: Partit
e Currgnt B Man
I 500.11 GB Seagate Portable Media | :
. MY = Form
) SuperDris
J SuperDrive =
& InstallESD.dmg To era
& Untitled.dmg pop-y|
= OnyX.dmg To rosl
© OnyX 2.8.7
21.
MY USB This p

Go back to the Disk Utility application and click on the name of your USB flash drivein the left
pane.
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Erase Destination and copy the contents of “InstallESD.dmg” to it

Click on thetab labeled 'Restore' in Disk Utility.



To select a source, do one of the following:
. To restore 2 disk image stered on disk, click lmage.

To restora a disk image stored on the web, drag it from a web browser to the
enter its UAL starting with “http/™.

+  Tocopy a disk, drag It from the list on ft.
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Erase Destination a y Seagate Portable Media™ to it.
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Click and drag the hidden file entitled '‘BaseSystem.dmg' over to the'Source' field in Disk Utility.

To select a source, do one of tho fellowing:
. To restore 2 disk image stered on disk, click lmage.

. To restora a disk image stored on the web, drag it from a web browser to the
enter its UAL starting with “hupui™,

=  Tocopy a disk, drag It from the list on the left.
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Click and drag the new partition from below the name of your flash drivein the left pane over to the
'Destination’ field. In most cases, the new partition will be labeled 'Untitled.’
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Click on the'Restore' button within Disk Utility.
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Click on 'Erase’ when prompted to confirm that you want to replace the contents of your USB flash
drive.
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Wait for your Mac to create a boot disk on your USB flash drive. In most cases, the process will take
up to 1 hour to complete.
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Click on 'System’ in the left pane and select 'Installation’ after your Mac hasfinished copying files
over totheflash drive.
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Deletethedirectory file labeled 'Packages.'
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Go back to the mounted folder named 'Install ESD.dmg' on the desktop.
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Go back tothelnstallation directory and paste the 'Packages folder. The new folder will replace the
directory file you previously deleted.
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Eject your USB flash drive from your Mac computer. The flash drive can now be used as a boot disk in
the event you need to reinstall or restore your current version of Mac OS X[4.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Create a Boot Disk" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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