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How to Copy Filesin Linux

ThiswikiHow teaches you how to copy and paste afile on a Linux computer. The command line can be used to
copy and paste files, or you can use the keyboard shortcuts or your computer's right-click function if you're using
aversion of ...

Method 1 of 2:

Using the Command Line

Open Terminal. Click or double-click the Terminal app icon, which usually resembles a black box with a
white"> " onit.
1. Youcanalsojust press Alt/+ Ctrl '+ T| to open Termina on most Linux versions.
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steve@steve: ~

Gototheproper directory. Typein cd pat h where"path” isthe address of the folder in which the
file you want to copy islocated, then press ? Enter .
1. For example, to tell Terminal to look for your file in the Desktop folder, you would type cd
Deskt op into Terminal.
2. Make sure you capitalize the folder's name if necessary.
3. If attempting to switch to afolder resultsin an error, you'll need to enter the folder's entire path (e.g.,
/ home/ name/ Deskt op/ f ol der insteadof just f ol der ) here.

steve@steve: ~/Desk

Typeinthe" copy" tag. Thistagis cp with aspace after it.



steve@steve: ~/Desktop

earch Terminal Help

Enter afile'sname. Typein the name and extension of the file you want to copy after cp andthe
space, then add a space.
1. For example, if you want to copy afile named "hello”, youwouldtype cp hel | o into
Terminal.
2. If the file name has an extension on the end of it (e.g., ".desktop"), make sure you include the
extension in the file's name when typing it into Terminal.

steve@steve: ~fDesktop

Enter the destination folder. Type in the path for the folder into which you want to copy thefile.
1. For example, if you want to copy "hello" into afolder named "Hi" that's stored in the Documents
folder, youwouldhave cp hell o /home/ name/ Document s/ Hi (where"name"is
your username) typed into Terminal.



End FgDn

Press ? Enter . Doing so will run your command. Y our file will be pasted into the folder you specified.

Method 2 of 2:

Using the Interface

Consider using keyboard shortcuts. Aswith virtualy all operating systems that have user interfaces,
you can use keyboard shortcuts to copy and paste files on Linux:
1. Click the file you want to copy to select it, or drag your mouse across multiple files to select them
all.
2. Press ctrl |+ C!| to copy thefiles.
3. Go to the folder into which you want to copy thefiles.



4. Press Cul/+ V| to pastein thefiles.
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Sdlect thefile. Click once thefile to do so.
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Right-click thefile. Doing so will prompt a drop-down menu.
1. Some Linux versions will also display a menu bar at the top of the screen. If so, you can click Edit
instead of right-clicking the selected file.
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Click [__Copy . It'sin the drop-down menu. This copies the selected file.
1. Youmay click Copy... or Copy File on some versions of Linux.
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Folder is Empty

Right-click an empty space. Thiswill create a drop-down menu in the folder.
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Click [ Paste ). It'sin the drop-down menu. Doing so pastesin your copied file.
Y ou finished reading the article "How to Copy Filesin Linux" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this

article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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