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How to connect an MCP Server Filesystem to Claude
Desktop

This guide provides detailed instructions on how to connect the MCP Server Filesystem to Claude Desktop,
enabling Al to read and write files directly on your PC.

The Model Context Protocol (MCP) isushering in anew erafor large model languages ?(LLMs), enabling
them to break free from the browser "box" and interact directly with real-world data.

Among these, the Filesystem M CP Server is one of the most useful tools, allowing Claude Desktop to read,
write, create, and list files directly in specified folders on your computer. This connection not only saves copy-
paste time but also makes Claude a valuable partner in data management and programming support. Let's
explore how to set it up below.

Stepsto connect MCP Server Filesystem to Claude Desktop

To begin, make sure you have Node.js installed on your computer, as we will be using the "node.js command
npx. If you don't have it yet, please download and install Node.js from https://nodejs.org .

Step 1. Open the configuration settings on Claude Desktop.

First, launch the Claude Desktop application. Click on your account name in the bottom left corner, then select
Settings.
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% Good afternoon, Quantrimang

In the window that appears, select the Developer option in the left column, then click the Edit Config button .
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Step 2: Find the configuration filecl aude_deskt op_confi g.j son

After clicking Edit Config, the computer will open the folder containing the configuration file. You will seea
filenamed cl aude_deskt op_confi g. j son. Right-click on thisfile, select Open with , and choose
Notepad (or any code editor like VS Code) to start editing its contents.
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Step 3: Add the Filesystem connection code

Depending on your operating system, copy the corresponding code below and paste it into the JSON file opened
with Notepad above.

{ "nmcpServers": { "filesystent: { "conmand": "npx", "args": [ "-y", "@mwdel conte:

Important note: You must change the path/ User s/ user nane/ Deskt opto
C. / User s/ user nane/ Deskt opthe actua path to the folder you allow Claude to access.

Thisiswhen you have successfully saved.



M:I *claude_desktop_config - Notepad - O X
File Edit Format View Help

{
"mepServars”; |
"filesystem™: {

"command": "npx",

"@rﬁodeIcontextprotoco|.-'seruer—fi|esystem",
"C:/Users/quantimang/Desktop"”,
"C:/Users/quantimang/Downloads"

"preferences”: {
"coworkWebSearchEnabled": true,
"coworkScheduledTasksEnabled": false,
"cecdScheduledTasksEnabled": false,
"sidebariode”: "chat"

Ln 10, Col 8 100%  Unix (LF) UTF-8

Step 4: Save and Restart Claude

After pasting the code, press Ctrl + S (Windows) or Command + S (Mac) to save the file. Then, completely
close Claude Desktop and reopen it; you can aso close it completely using Task Manager .

If the connection is successful, try an example command like "Please look at my Desktop and describe the
content inside?". Using this command, you will see Claude list what is currently on your Desktop.



Please look at my Desktop and describe the content inside?

I'd be happy to help you look at your Desktop! Let me access it for you

Now let me check which directories I have accesls to and then look at your Desktop:

Perfect! Now let me list the contents of your Desktop:

Your Desktop Confents
Your Desktop contains 12 files with a total size of 596.92 KB. Here's what's there:
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And when you go back to the Developer menu, you will see the currently running filesystem displayed as shown
in the image below.
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Why should you use a Filesystem M CP Server?

Granting Al accessto the local file system offers tremendous flexibility. Instead of uploading each file to the
chat window, you can simply request: "Analyze all log filesin the Desktop folder" or "Create a new Python file
named script.py in my project folder” .

Thisis especialy useful for programmers who need to manage source code or data analysts who need to process
alarge number of files simultaneously while maintaining security within designated directories (Allowed
directories).



Security precautionswhen granting Filesystem permissionsto Al.

Although the Model Context Protocol is designed for security, you still need to keep afew principlesin mind
when configuring it:

1. Limit the scope: It's best to only add the actual directory pathsto the array ar gs. Don't grant access to
entire drives C. / or sensitive system folders.

2. Control write permissions. Al hasthe ability to delete or modify file contents. Therefore, always double-
check requests before confirming to avoid unnecessary data | 0ss.

3. Execution monitoring: Always monitor the commands that the MCP Server executes through the console

or logsif you are an advanced user.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to connect an M CP Server Filesystem to Claude Desktop™ edited by
the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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