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How to Connect a USB Printer to a Networ k

This wikiHow teaches you how to connect a USB printer to a network by connecting it to arouter or using a
print server. If your router has a USB port, you can connect your printer directly to your router. Y ou will then
need to configure...

Method 1 of 3:

Connecting to a Router on Windows

L ocatea USB port on your router. Not al routers support a USB connection. Most high-end routers
offer USB functionality. If your router does not support USB functionality, you will need to purchase a
print server to connect your printer to a network.
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Connect the printer to the USB port on your router. If your router has a USB port, you can easily
connect your printer to the router using the USB port.

Power on the printer and wait 60 seconds. If you haven't already done so, plug the printer into an
electrical outlet or power strip. Turn on the printer and wait 60 seconds for your router to recognize the
printer.



PRINT SERVER SETTINGS

+/ Enable on-board print server.

Printer name PIXMAIP5200
Make and model PIXMAIP5200

Save/Apply
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Enable print sharing on your router. To enable print sharing on your router, open a web browser and
type the router's IP address in the address bar (it's usually 192.168.0.1, 192.168.1.1, or 10.0.0.1, or
something similar). Then log in to your router. This takes you to the router's firmware settings screen.
Look for the USB menu and enable USB printer support or Printer Server mode and then save your
settings. Each router has a different firmware settings screen and login method.
1. Consult the user's manual or technical support for your particular router to learn how to log in and
enable Print sharing as some routers may not support Print sharing. If you cannot locate print
sharing, you may need to purchase an external print server.

Search Windows

Click the Start



icon in Windows. The Start button has the Windows logo. By default, it'sin the lower-left corner in the
Windows taskbar. Make sure you are using the same computer that is connected to the router.

L printers nner [ ]
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Type Print ers .Thisdisplaysthe"Printers & Scanners' settings option at the top of the Windows
Start menu.
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settings for displays, scanners and printers

Click [ Printers & Scanners . It's at the top of the Windows Start menu. This opens the Printers &

Scanners menu.
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Let Windows manage my default printer
When this is on, Windaws will set your default printeqieged

Click [__Add a printer or scanner J. Windows will scan for available computers. Most likely, it will not
detect the printer you want.




Click [ The printer that | want isn't listed . This option appears after Windows finishes scanning for
nearby printers.

(®) Add a local printer or network printer with manual settings

[ nedd How

Select " Add alocal printer or network with manual settings' and click [ next ). Thisoption isat the
bottom of the "Find a printer by other options’ menu. Click the radial button next to it and click "Next" in
the lower-right corner of the menu.



Select " Create a new printer port". It'sthe second option in the "Choose a port" menu. Click the radial
button to select it.

12.

How

Select " Standard TCP/IP" and click [ Next ). Using the drop-down menu next to "Type of port" select
"Standard TCP/IP" and click "Next" in the lower-right corner.



Type a printer hostname or IP address

paates ok
Hostname or [P address: || !I

Port nerme: | I

[ Cuery the printer and automatically select the diiver to use

13.

Typeyour router's|P address and click [ Next ). Type the same IP address you used to log in to your
router in the bar next to "Hostname or | P address’. The port name can be anything you want. Click "Next"
in the lower-right corner when you are finished. Windows will begin the process of detecting the port.

Additional port information required

‘The device is not feund on the network. Make sure that:

1. The device is tumed on.

2. The network is connected,

3. The device is properly configured,

4, The address on the previous page is correct.

f you think that the address is not correct, click Back to retum te the previous page. Then comect the

address and perfiorm ancther search on the network. if you are sure that the address i correct, elect
the device type below.

Device Type

Ostandorg [GenerieNetworkCard

® Custom

Select " Custom” and click [ Next ). This creates a custom port with default settings. Click "Next" in
the lower-right corner when you are finished.



Detecting the driver model...

Windews is communicating with the printer and will
sutomatically detect the printer driver to use.

&

15.

Install the printer driversand click [ Next ). After you add a custom port, a window pops up for
installing the printer driver. Y ou can select the printer brand in the box to the left and the printer model in
the box to the right. If you have a CD with the printer driver, you can insert the CD in computer's disk
drive and click the button that says "Have disk".

Type a printer name

Printer name:

This printer will be installed with the Canon PIXMAIP5200 Printer ¢

16.

Typeanamefor the printer and click [ Next . You can add a name for your printer by typing it in the
bar next to "Printer name", or you can leave it as the default and click "Next" in the lower-right corner.



Printer Sharing

If you want to share this printer, you must provide a share name. %
a new one. The share name will be visible to other netowrk users.

(@ Do not share this printer I

{1 Share this printer so that others on your network can find and |

17.

Share name:

Location:

Lol T How |

Select " Do not sharethisprinter” and click " next" . This concludes the printer setup. Y ou can now
click "Print atest page" to make sureit isworking and click "Finish".
1. Repeat steps 5-17 on all Windows computers on your network that you wish to have access to your
printer.

Method 2 of 3:

Connecting to a Router on Mac

Locatea USB port on your router. Not al routers support a USB connection. Most high-end routers
offer USB functionality. If your router does not support USB functionality, you will need to purchase a
print server to connect your printer to a network.



Connect the printer to the USB port on your router. If your router has a USB port, you can easily
connect your printer to the router using the USB port.

Power on the printer and wait 60 seconds. If you haven't already done so, plug the printer into an
electrical outlet or power strip. Turn on the printer and wait 60 seconds for your router to recognize the
printer.



PRINT SERVER SETTINGS

‘l +/ Enable on-board print server.

Printer name PIXMAiP5200 |
Make and model PIXMAiP5200 \

Save/Apply
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Enable print sharing on your router. To enable print sharing on your router, open a web browser and
type the router's IP address in the address bar (it's usually 192.168.0.1, 192.168.1.1, or 10.0.0.1, or
something similar). Then log in to your router. This takes you to the router's firmware settings screen.
Look for the USB menu and enable USB printer support or Printer Server mode and then save your
settings. Each router has a different firmware settings screen and login method. Consult the user's manual
or technical support for your particular router to learn how to log in and enable Print sharing. Some routers
may not support Print sharing. If you cannot locate print sharing, you may need to purchase an external
print server.

Click the Apple



icon. The Appleicon opensthe Apple Menu. It'sin the menu bar at the top of the screen.

| 8l Finder File Edit View Go Win

Click [ System Preferences . It's the second option in the Apple Menu. This opens the System
Preferences screen.




Click the [ Printers & Scanners ] icon. It's the icon that resembles a printer.

Click toadd a printer. It's below the box with the list of printersto the right of the "Printers &
Scanners' window.



H' I Address: | 19z.ise221 l
|

Enter host name or IP address

Internet Printing Protocofat

Typetherouter's P addressnext to " Address'. The Address bar isthefirst line in the window. Use the
same | P address you use to log in to your printer.



Address:  192.168.22.1 ;
Valid and complete hast name or -
# IPratucnI: Ling Printer Dagman - LPDI

11 Queus:

Leave blank for default quewe.

Select " Line Printer Daemon” next to " Protocol” . The "Protocol" drop-down menu is below the
address bar. Use the drop-down to select "Line Printer Daemon”.

Use:  Select Software

12.

Select " Select Softwar€" next to " Use" . Use the drop-down menu next to "Use" to select " Select
Software”. Thisdisplaysalist of available printer software.



Epson 9-Pin Series

EPSON FAX

EPSON FAX A3

HP DeskJet Series I

HP LaserJet Series PCL 4/5
Intellitech IntelliBar Label Printer, 2.0
Oki 24-Pin Series

Oki 8-Pin Series

Zebra CPCL Label Printer
Zebra EPL1 Label Printer
Zebra EPL2 Label Printer
Zebra ZPL Label Printer

13.
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Select your printer'smake and model and then click [ Ok . Type your printer's brand name in the
search bar that says "Filter". Then select your printer's model number in the list and click "OKk".

14.

Click [ _Add . It'sinthe lower-right corner of the "Add" window. Thisinstalls the Printer driver and
allows you to add the printer so you can print wirelessly using your router.[1]
1. Repeat steps 5 -14 on any Mac computer on your network you wish to have access to your printer.

Method 3 of 3:

Using a Print Server



Plug in your print server. The print server is adevice that looks like arouter. Plug it in somewhere near
your printer and router.

Connect your printer tothe print server. Use the USB cord connected to your printer to connect it to
the print server.



Connect the print server to your router. There are afew ways to connect a print server to your router:
1. Using an Ethernet cable: You can connect it to your router using an Ethernet cable, in fact, some
wireless print servers may require awired connection during the setup process.
2. Wireless: If the print server hasa"WPS" or "INIT" button, you can connect it to your router
wirelessly by powering on the print server, press the "WPS' button on your router and then quickly

press the "WPS" or "INIT" button on the print server.[2]

Power the print server on. If you haven't already done so, power on your print server by turning on the
power button.




Installing software...

4 B ik

Install the print server software. Most likely, the print server you purchased came with a CD that has the
print server software on it. Y ou can also download the print server software from the manufacturer's
website. Use this CD to install the print server software on all computers on your network you wish to
have access to your print server. Place it in the CD tray and launch the installer. The install process will be
different from one print server model to the next. The CD installer will walk you through the process of
connecting to your printer, and set up awireless connection (if it isawireless print server). You may need
to provide your wireless password in order to connect awireless print server to your network. Once you
are finished, you can print atest page to make sure your printer isworki ng.[3]

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Connect a USB Printer to a Network" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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