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How to Close Windows

This wikiHow teaches you how to close an open window on your PC, Mac, Android, iPhone, or iPad. If you're
using a computer, you'll also learn how to minimize and hide open windows without closing them completely.
Click the at the top-right...

Method 1 of 4:

Microsoft Windows

1.

Click the X  at the top-right corner of a window to close it. Nearly all Windows apps have an X at
the top-right corner. Apps like these can typically be closed easily by clicking the X.

1. If the window contains an open document, you may be prompted to save or dismiss it before the
window will close.

2. If the window has expanded to full-screen size and you don't see the X, press F11  to bring it back
to normal size first.
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2.

Press Alt + F4  to close a window. This keyboard shortcut will close the currently-active window just
like clicking the X. If the window you're using doesn't have the X at the top-right corner, this combination
of keys should do the trick.

3.

Press Ctrl + F4  to close an active document. This command can be used in an app that supports
multiple active documents at once, such as Microsoft Word. The app itself will not close, but the open file
will.



4.

Click Ctrl + W  to close a web browser tab. If you're using a browser like Chrome or Edge, this
keyboard shortcut will close the active browsing tab without closing the browser application.

5.

Press ? Win +? to minimize the active window. Pressing the Windows Key and the down-arrow key at
the same time will not close the window, but it will remove it from your view so you can work on other
things.

1. To restore a minimized window, click it on the taskbar, which is usually at the bottom of the screen.
2. To minimize all open windows at once, press ? Win + M .[1]

Method 2 of 4:

macOS



1.

Click the red circle at the top-left corner of a window to close it. If the window you're closing contains
an open document, you may be prompted to save or dismiss that document before the window will close.

1. If you aren't able to use the mouse or prefer a keyboard shortcut, you can also press ? Cmd + Q  on
the keyboard to close the active window.[2]

2.

Press ? Cmd + W  to close the active window. This keyboard shortcut works in the same way as clicking
the red circle at the top-left corner.

1. If you're using an app with tabs, such as a web browser, this shortcut will close the active tab only.
To close all open tabs in the window, keep pressing ? Cmd + W  until all are closed.

2. To close all open windows at once, press ? Cmd +? Option + W .



3.

Press ? Cmd + M  to minimize the active window. Minimizing a window doesn't completely close it, but
it does remove it from the screen until you need to bring it back into view. You can re-open the minimized
window by clicking its icon at on the far-right side of the Dock.

1. To minimize all open windows at once, press ? Cmd +? Option + M .

4.

Press Fn + F11  to hide all open windows. Pressing this key will return you to your Mac's desktop
immediately. When you're ready to re-open the windows you've hidden, just press Fn + F11 .



5.

Press ? Cmd + H  to hide the active window. This command makes it look like the window is no longer
open even though you're not closing the app. When you're ready to go back to the hidden window, click its
application icon to re-open it.

1. To hide all windows at once, press ? Cmd +? Option + H .

Method 3 of 4:

Android

1.

Open your recent apps. The steps to do this vary by Android:[3]

1. If you're using a Samsung Galaxy, you can usually do this by pressing the Recent Apps button to the
left of your Home button at the bottom of the screen.



2. If your Android has a button with a square (or overlapping squares) at the bottom of the screen,
tapping it should bring up your recent apps.

3. If neither of these options work, try swiping up from the bottom of the home screen (but not so far
that the app drawer opens).[4]

2.

Swipe to the app you want to close. You can move to the next step once the app you want to close is at
the center of the screen.

3.

Swipe up on an app to close it. Depending on your Android, you may also be able to close apps by
tapping the X at the top-right corner.

1. You can tap Close All on some Androids to close all open apps at once.

Method 4 of 4:



iPhone or iPad

1.

Swipe up from the bottom of the home screen. If your iPhone or iPad doesn't have a physical Home
button at the bottom-center part of the screen, this action will display your open apps.[5]

1. If you're using an iPhone or iPad with a physical Home button at the bottom-center part of the
screen, press the button twice (quickly) to bring up the list of open apps instead.

2.

Swipe left or right to find the app you want to close. Move to the next step once the app you want to
close appears at the center of the screen.



3.

Swipe up on the app to close it. The window is now closed.

You finished reading the article "How to Close Windows" edited by the TipsMake team. We hope this article
has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles on tips and guides.
Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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