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How to clean Windows PC using Command Prompt

Keeping your computer clutter-free can help improve performance and free up alot of storage space.

Windows has a number of built-in system cleanup utilities, including the Disk Cleanup tool. However,
Command Prompt is a lesser-known way to clean up your computer.

Here are some ways to clean up a slow Windows computer using Command Promt.

Start cleaning up your computer using CMD

Below isalist of commands to launch the disk cleaning utility, clean temporary files, cache, etc. Some of these
commands may require you to open Command Prompt with admin rights.

How to defragment hard drive using Command Prompt?

Although fragmentation on traditional hard drivesisnormal, it can cause performance problems. It affects the
read and write speed of the drive, making your system run slow.
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Note: File fragments larger than 64MB are not included in the fragmentation statistics.

Defragmentation reorgani zes fragmented data to help your drive operate more efficiently. Y ou do not need to
defragment your SSD storage device (thisis also not recommended). But if you use a mechanical hard drive,
here's how to defragment your hard drive using commands.

1. Open Command Prompt with admin rights.
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2. In Command Prompt, type the following command and press Enter :
defrag c:

3. Inthe command above, c: isthe drive you want to defragment. Change this character if you want to
defragment another drive.

Y ou can run the defrag command using optional switches. Refer to the article: Defrag command in Windowsto
better understand how to use different syntax with the defrag command to perform analysis, add exceptions,
change priority, etc.

Clean up your drive quickly with Run
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Y ou can use the Run command to perform a quick disk cleanup without opening the Command Prompt. It's
useful if you want to free up afew gigabytes of storage in two steps. This requires you to start the Disk Cleanup
tool and specify the drive you want to clean through the Run dialog box.

To run Disk Cleanup:

1. PressWin + R to open Run.
2. Enter the following command in the Run dialog box:

C. w ndowsSYSTEMB2cl| eanngr . exe /dDri ve

3. Inthe above command, replace Drive with the drive letter you want to delete. For example, if you want to
perform aquick cleanup of drive E , the full command would be as follows:

C. w ndowsSYSTEM32cl eanngr . exe / dE

4. Click OK or press Enter to execute the command.
5. Run will quickly launch the Disk Cleanup tool with the drive you specify selected.
Select the filesto delete and click OK .

o

How to use Disk Cleanup utility through Command Prompt

Disk Cleanup is a built-in Windows utility to help you free up space on your computer's hard drive. It can clean
downloads, temporary Internet files, Recycle bin and even system files.



Y ou can use Command Prompt to launch Disk Cleanup and perform automatic cleanup tasks directly. Here's
how to use the tool and what command line switches are supported.
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Y ou can use the cleanmgr command to launch the Disk Cleanup tool using Command Prompt.

1. Open Command Prompt, type cleanmgr and press Enter.

2. Inthe Drive Selection window , select the drive you want to clean and click OK .
3. IntheDisk Cleanup window , select al the files you want to delete and click OK.
4. Click Delete Filesto confirm action.

Clean up a specific drive/partition
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Y ou can use the cleanmgr command followed by the drive letter to run the Disk Cleanup tool against that drive.
Thisisuseful for freeing up space on a specific drive. For example, use the following command to run the Disk
Cleanup tool on drive C:



cleanmgr /D C

The Disk Cleanup tool will scan and display all the files you can delete. Make your selection and click OK .

Configure Disk Cleanup tool settings

To customize Disk Cleanup tool settings, the cleanmgr command supports multiple switches, including sageset
and sagerun.

1. sageset:x allowsyou to configure the settings of the Disk Cleanup tool. When executed, it launches the
Disk Cleanup tool and allows you to select specific items you want to delete and assign them an x ?vaue.
The x value, which can be any value from 1 to 9999, is stored in the registry.

2. sagerun:x runs the specified task assigned to the value x and automatically deletes all specified files.

Here's how it works:
1. Enter the following command into Command Prompt and press Enter :
cl eanngr /sageset:1

2. In the command above, replace 1 with any number from 1 to 9999 . This guide will use 1 . When executed, it
will open the Disk Cleanup tool and display all the junk items that you can delete.
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3. Select or deselect all the items you want to delete. For example, select temporary setup files, Windows Update
Cleanup, downloaded program files, Recycle bin (be careful with thisfile), etc.
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4. After selecting the file typesto clean, click OK to save the configuration.
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5. Now, use the following command to run the Disk Cleanup tool with your custom configuration:
cl eanngr /sagerun: 1

6. Thiswill launch the Disk Cleanup tool and start cleaning the file types previously specified and assigned to
thevalue 1. In this case, it will delete temporary setup files, Windows Update Cleanup, downloaded program
files and Recycle bin files.

Optimized for low amount of space

Thelowdisk switch, as the name suggests, is useful if you are running out of storage space on your hard drive.
When executed, it will automatically check all file types.

The lowdisk command is followed by the drive letter for the partition to free up space. A complete command
will look something like this:

cl eanngr /1l owdi sk /d
When executed, Disk Cleanup will open with all junk file categories selected in drive D:.
To delete all junk files quickly without user prompts, use the following command instead:

cl eanngr /veryl owdi sk /d

How to delete temporary filesusing Command Prompt

Windows creates temporary filesfor use. They rarely take up alarge amount of space on your hard drive and are
essential for the system to function smoothly. When the task is complete, your system will automatically remove
them from the temporary folders.

The Disk Cleanup tool will clean up temporary files older than 7 days. But if you have to clean your temporary
folder regularly, you can do it manually or use Command Prompt.



To view temporary files, enter the following command in Command Prompt:
%Byst emRoot Yexpl orer. exe % enp%

Y ou can delete these files manually ( Ctrl + A > Delete) from File Explorer or use the following command to
delete temporary files:

del %emp%.* /s /q

Command Prompt will automatically skip any filesthat are currently in use but it will delete the rest.

How to delete prefetch filesusing Command Prompt

Prefetch files are temporary files created when an application runs on your Windows system. These files contain
information used to optimize program execution.

Like other temporary files, prefetch files usually don't take up much space on your hard drive. However, if you
need to delete prefetch files regularly, you can use Command Prompt to clean up these files on your system.

To delete prefetched files using Command Prompt:
1. Open Command Prompt with admin rights.

2. In the Command Prompt window, type the following command to view prefetched files:
%8y st enRoot %expl orer. exe C. W ndowsprefetch

3. The command will open the Prefetch folder in File Explorer and display prefetch files that you can delete.
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4. To delete prefetched files, use the following command and press Enter :
del C W ndowsprefetch*.*/s/q

5. Command Prompt will display alist of all deleted prefetch files.

Wipeyour hard drivewith Diskpart

If you want to wipe the entire disk, you can use the diskpart utility. Diskpart is a Windows command line utility
that supports more than 38 commands for various functions.

To wipe the drive, you can use diskpart's clean command. Once executed, it deletes all data and converts the
drive to unallocated space.

81 Ci\windows\system32\diskpart.exe = u} X
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Use caution when using the diskpart utility. Using incorrect objects can cause you to lose al your data, and you
may not be able to recover any of it. Therefore, make a backup of your important system data before using the
diskpart tool.

To erase adrive:

1. Typediskpart in Command Prompt and press Enter.
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Next, type list disk to see al installed drives on your system
3. Select the drive you want to wipe. For example:

Select disk O

If the drive status shows offline, type online disk and press Enter .
To wipe the drive, type the following command and press Enter :

o &

Clean all
6. Once completed, type exit to close diskpart.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to clean Windows PC using Command Prompt" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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