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How to Clean Up a Mac Computer

This TipsMake article shows you how to erase all data, files, applications, and settings on your Mac computer.

For OS X 10.7 and above

538 GB of 537 GB available
Qidest backup: None
Latest backup; None

Mext backup: 109 seconds...

Data backup . Cleaning your Mac erases everything, including the operating system. Therefore, it is best to save
a backup copy on an external hard drive or DVD.
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Open the Apple menu. This black apple icon isin the upper left corner of the screen.

Restart...

Click Restart... (Restart). This button is near the bottom of the menu.



Restart

Click Restart to confirm. The Mac will be turned off and restarted immediately.

Wait for your Mac to turn off completely.

?Pressand hold the +Rkeyswhile your Mac isrestarting.



Release the keys when you see the Applelogo. The "macOS Utilities" window will be displayed.
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Click Disk Utility . Thisbutton is at the bottom of the list.



OS X Utilities
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Continue

Click Continue. This button islocated in the lower right corner of the window.
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Click your Mac's hard drive. Thisdriveisin the upper left corner of the window, just below the internal drive.



Click Erase. This button is near the top center of the window.

Namethedrive. Type anamein the "Name:" field.



Click " Format:" . Thisisthe step to open the drop-down menu.

Select format. To reinstall the MacOS operating system, you can choose from the following options:
Mac OS Extended (Journaled) to clean up quickly.

Mac OS Extended (Journaled, Encrypted) to clean in amore secure way.



Click Erase. Thisbutton islocated in the lower right corner of the window. The cleaning process will begin.

How long it takes to clean up the drive depends on the drive capacity, the data stored, and whether you choose
Encrypted format or not.

For OS X 10.6 and below

| Select Backup Disk... |

Data backup . Because cleaning your Mac will erase everything (erasing the operating system), you need to
back up acopy on an external hard drive or DVD just in case.
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Insert theinstallation disc into the device. Insert the included DVD or CD into your computer's drive and wait

for the disc to be recognized.

If you're using aUSB drive and not an installation disc, you'll need to insert the USB drive.

@ Finder

File Edit

Open the Apple menu. This menu has a black apple in the upper left corner of the screen.
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Click Restart... . Thisbutton is near the bottom of the menu.

Are you sure you want to restart your computer
now?

If you do nothing, the computer will restart automaticalby
in 56 seconds.

( cancel ) ( Restat )

Click Restart to confirm. This step instantly shuts down and restarts your Mac.

Wait for your Mac to turn off.



Pressand hold Casyour Mac restarts.

If you're using aUSB drive instead of the installation disc, you'll need to keep the? Opt i on.
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@ Restore System From Backup...

Open Disk Utility . This button isin the "Utilities" section of the Installation menu.
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Click your Mac'shard drive. Thisdriveislocated in the upper left corner of the window, below the internal
drive.

Click Erase. Thisbutton is at the top of the page.



erasing the volume, select a

Click " Format:" . This step opens the drop-down menu.
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Click Erase. Thisbutton islocated in the lower right corner of the window. The cleaning process will begin.

The amount of time it takes to free up adrive will vary depending on the size and amount of data stored on your
hard drive.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Clean Up a Mac Computer" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope
this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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