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How to clean and recover spaceon C drive Windows
10

For most people, drive C isthe core part of the PC. Tipsmake will guide you on how to clean up drive C, recover
some space, and then get this drive up and running again quickly.

For most people, drive C is the core part of the PC, where the operating system is installed and holds al the
important system files. Certainly, it's also the most prone to being filled with the most due to endless Windows
updates, downloaded files being forgotten, and the fact that by default everything is saved to drive C.

Here, Tipsmake will guide you on how to clean up drive C, recover some space and then get this drive working
well and quickly again.

Manually delete temporary files

Below, we will show you some tricks that can automatically delete various temporary files, but those methods
(like Storage Sense and Disk Clean-up) won't finish the job of deleting temporary files. time and most likely
most of the temporary files that damage the hard drive will remain in the Temp folder for awhile longer.

Note:

Make sure you don't run anything when manually deleting temporary files. If you delete temporary files related
to acurrently running application, that application may crash and you could lose whatever you were doing at that
point.

To find your main temporary file directory, the default folder is'C: UsersRobAppDatal ocalTemp' (or you can
pressWin + R, then type % temp% ).
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To see how much space the Temp folder is taking up, select everything in it with Ctrl + A , then right-click on
any file and click Properties. If you want to continue the deletion make sure that everything is selected with
Ctrl + A, right click, then click Delete.

Use Storage Sense

Windows 10 has a handy feature called Storage Sense, which monitors the storage space on your PC, then
switches to cleaning things up if you're running out of space. It does the basics of cleaning the Recycle Bin,
deleting old filesin the Downloads folder, and deleting temporary files on your PC.
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Free up space now

Reference: How to use Storage sense on Windows 10 to free up drive space for details on how to do it.

Scanslargefileson your hard drive

Using Windows Explorer, you can scan your entire hard drive for files based on how big they are.
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How to do detailsin the article: How to find large files on Windows 10.



Uninstall Windows Shovelwar e and appsthat 'eat up' space

Inthe'Apps & Features window (you'll find it by right-clicking the Start button), you can sort the list by ' Size
to see which apps are taking up the most space. Y ou might be amazed at the results, and may want to remove the
app as appropriate. Think about whether you really need al of the space-hogging apps and delete when
appropriate.
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Another thing that might surprise you is that you own games like Bubble Witch 3 Saga and Minecraft,
something you never wanted in the first place! However, ssmply uninstalling them from the 'Apps & Features
list is not enough and you need to remove them using Powershell. To do this, read instructions on how to
uninstall pre-installed Windows applications.

Use the Disk Clean-Up utility

Y ou probably already know about Windows' built-in Disk Clean-Up utility but have not used it yet. Thisis the
first place to look to free up some space. To start using it, launch Windows Explorer, right-click on drive C, and
select 'Properties from thelist.
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Type: Local Disk
File system:  NTFS

. Used space: h3.436.051.456 bytes 4537 GH
. Free space: 5,142 960,128 bytes BH1G
Capacity: 62.579.011,584 bytes h8.2 GB

Dirive C: Disk Cleanup

[ ] Compress this drive to save disk space

Allow files on this dive to have contents indexed in addition to
file properties

| oK Cancel Apply

When the Properties window opens, click '‘Disk Cleanup' to open the utility. Here, in the 'filesto delete' box ,
select all the checkboxes like System memory error dump files, Recycle Bin, Setup log files, etc.

Once you have selected all the desired checkboxes, click OK to free up disk space occupied by the files above.
The amount of space you release depends on how much you 'neglected' your C drive.

Turn off hibernation

Hibernation is a handy feature that you can use to easily turn off your computer while saving the current state, so
you can continue work when powered on. However, hibernation can take up a large amount of disk space, as it
reserves the same amount of space on the hard drive as the amount of content stored in RAM. (So ?%t's likely,
the more RAM you have, the more disk space you use.)

To disable hibernation, open the Windows Control Panel by pressing Win + X and selecting 'Control Panel'
from the list. When Control Panél is open, select Power Options.



Step 2. Click on the 'Choose what the power buttons do' link on the left side. This action will take you to the
system settings window.

Step 3. Click on 'Change settings that are currently unavailable' . This action will activate all disabled
options.

Step 4. Scroll down and uncheck the checkbox 'Hiber nate' to disable hibernation in Windows 10.
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(— T @« Power Options » System Settings v G Search Co.. 0

~
Shutdown settings

[+] Turn on fast startup (recommended)
This helps start your PC faster after shutdown. Restart isn't affected. Learn More

|« Sleep
Show in Power menu.

Save changes Cancel

Clear browser cache and cookies

Temporary Internet files like browser cache and cookies take up some C drive space, so deleting those temporary
fileswill give you some free space. Reference: How to clear cache and cookies on Chrome, Firefox and Coc Coc
for more details.

Delete old Windows update files, previous installations

Windows tends to keep old (and mostly redundant) system files. In most cases, you can delete these files,
especidly if you'veinstalled a new version of Windows. To do this:

Step 1. Open Windows Explorer, right-click the C drive and choose Properties.

Step 2. Click 'Disk CleanUp' , then in the new window click 'Clean up system files' to open the advanced disk
cleaning window.

Step 3. Select the checkbox "Windows upgrade log files and if you have anything there, select the checkbox
"Previous Windows installation (s)' .



Disk Cleanup  More Options

. You can use Disk Clean-up to free up to 31.8 GB of disk
space on (C:).

Eiles to delete:
[] |__| Delivery Optimisation Files 166MB
! Device driver packages 0 bytes
B4 Previous Windows installationis) 31.5GE
[] &/ Recycle Bin 0 bytes
[] | | Temporary files J33MB .,
Taotal amourt of disk space you gain: 31.8GB
Description

Downloaded Program Files are ActiveX controls and Java applets
downloaded automatically from the Intemet when you view certain
pages. They are temporarily stored in the Downloaded Program
Files folder on your hard disk .

Wiew Files

QK Cancel

There are other checkboxes here, but most of them don't use up space and can be left as is. When you're ready,
click OK to clean up the hard drive.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to clean and recover space on C drive Windows 10" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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