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How to Choose Point of View in Storytelling

A story's point of view is the perspective from which it istold. The point of view has a profound effect on the
overall tone of the story, as well as on the connection that the reader develops with the characters. Depending on
what you...

Part 1 of 2;

Differentiating Between the Different Points of View
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L earn about first person point of view. With first person point of view, the narrator uses the pronouns
"I" and "we" when telling the story. The narrator can have various levels of intimacy with the story,
depending on who heis, but he is aways a character in the story in one way or another.

1. The narrator may be the main character of the story, in which case he will be telling his own story
from his own perspective, with no outside opinions. For example, the narrator may say, "l wasfive
years old when | first met Sally. We walked to school together every day until high schoal...”

2. The narrator may be a secondary character, in which case he is likely describing something that he
witnessed, adding his own interpretations and biases to the story. For example, the narrator might
say, "I have been concerned about my brother for some time now. He has been becoming more and
more reclusive every day."

3. The narrator may be retelling a story that he did not witness at all, in which case heisrecalling
something he heard, and likely adding his own interpretation to the events as he retells them. For
example, the narrator might say, "I remember hearing that this house was haunted. They say the
woman who lived here 100 years ago still walks the halls.”
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L earn about second person point of view. Second person point of view isthe least common in story
telling because it requires the narrator to address someone (either the reader or another character) as"you"
throughout the narration. It is most often used in shorter narratives as an experimental styl elll
1. When narrators speak in the second person, they are often addressing their younger selves. For
example, the narrator might say, "Y ou were so foolish back then, thinking that you would become
rich and famous."
2. A narrator may also be addressing the reader directly, athough thisis difficult to sustain in longer
narratives.
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L earn about third person point of view. Third person point of view isthe most popular point of view for
story telling because it offers writers the most flexibility. The narrator is not a character in the story, and
talks about the characters by using the pronouns "he," "she," and "they." The narrator may be entirely
objective, or may have a close connection to one specific character.
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With athird person objective point of view, the narrator tells only the objective and observable facts
of the story, without elaborating on the thoughts and feelings of the characters or interjecting with
any personal observations. For example, the narrator might say, "Jim had a serious ook on his face
as he spoke to hiswife. She was crying and speaking incoherently.”

With athird person limited point of view, the narrator has access to the thoughts and feelings of one
specific character, most typically the main character. This point of view allows the writer to describe
the main character from a distance, while also giving voice to hisinner thoughts. Depending on the
intent of the author, the narrator may be very close to the main character, to the point that it almost
becomes difficult to distinguish the narrator from the character, or the narrator may maintain more
of adistance.[Z] For example, the narrator might say, "Jim had a serious look on his face as he talked
to hiswife. He hated to see her cry because it made him feel like amonster, but he felt that he had
no choice but to continue.”
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Under stand third person omniscient point of view. Third person omniscient point of view is similar to
other third person points of view in that the narrator uses the pronouns "he," "she," and "they" to talk about
the characters. It is different, however, in that the narrator has complete access to the thoughts and feelings
of all of the characters/ This point of view is sometimes referred to as "the voice of God" because the
narrator knows much more than any of the characters. For example, the narrator might say, "Jim had a
serious look on his face as he talked to hiswife. He hated to see her cry because it made him feel like a
monster, but he felt that he had no choice but to continue. His wife was feeling more angry than hurt, but
she didn't want Jim to know that."

Part 2 of 2:

Deciding Which Point of View Worksfor Your Story



"It was times like thess whan I thought
=y father, who hated guns and had never
been to any wars, was the bravest man
who ever lived.”

= To Kill a Mockingbird
by Harper Leo

Decide how intimate you want your writing to sound. Ask yourself how close your main character isto
the story and how connected you want the reader to feel to this character. A first person point of view will
create the strongest sense connection, and a third person limited point of view will be a close second.[3]

1. Keepinmind that if you choose to write from afirst person point of view, you need to establish how
and why the narrator is telling the story, as this will have abig impact on the way in which the
reader interpretsit. Your character could, for example, be writing his story in a private diary, or he
could betelling it to agroup of friends.

CONSIDER IF DIALECT
IS IMPORTANT

Niki stood in the dresaing room and
watched her best friend Leanna try on
prom dresses. "I'm, like, so totally
grossed out! That dress is fer sure

grody, but like emiged, that cne there

iz wicked| Like, it's sc bad!"

Consider if dialect isimportant. If the unique flavor of your main character's dialect isimportant to your
story, you may want to choose to tell it from afirst person point of view. Thiswill allow your narration to
have the same cadence as your dialogue.[4]
1. If you want the narration to have some of the flavor of your character's dialect, but till be distinct,
opt for athird person limited or omniscient point of view. When athird person narrator is very close



to a specific character's thoughts, it is natural for the narration to mirror the speaking habits of the
character.

THINK ABOUT HOW MUCH
INFORMATION YOUR READER NEEDS

Think about how much information your reader needs. A first person point of view isthe most
limiting in regards to how much information you can share with the reader, while athird person
omniscient point of view allows you to share anything and everything. Think about whether your story
will make sense to the reader without any intervention from athird person narrator.[®]

1. If you want the reader to feel confused with the main character or follow the main character's
process of discovering something, the limitations of afirst person point of view will serve your
needs.

2. Third person limited and objective points of view offer a nice middle ground between first person
and third person omniscient.

3. Keep in mind that just because you choose a third person omniscient point of view does not mean
that your narrator has to share all of his knowledge with the reader; it smply means that he can do
so if it benefits the story.
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Decideif you want to offer multiple per spectives. The benefit of athird person omniscient point of view
isthat your reader can understand how multiple characters feel about an issue, even when the characters
don't understand each other's feelings. The reader also gets the benefit of the narrator's interpretation.[G]

1. Multiple perspective are particularly helpful if you want your story to convey a sense of dramatic
irony, if you want the reader to feel torn between loyalties to two characters, or if your story consists
of multiple overlapping narratives.

2. While athird person omniscient point of view may be the most useful for conveying multiple
perspectives, you can achieve asimilar effect by using athird person objective point of view, which
leaves it up to the reader to infer how each character is feeling.
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CONSIDER THE
BIAS OF THE
NARRATOR
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Consider the biasof thenarrator. It is possible for any narrator to be deceitful, but readers are much
more likely to distrust first person narrators because of their inherent biases. Third person omniscient
narrators may also be viewed suspicioudly, as they know everything, but may not choose to reved



everything to the reader.[7]

1. In some cases you may want aless than objective narrator, in which case afirst person point of view
isideal.

2. If you don't want there to be any question regarding the truthfulness of your narration, choose athird
person objective point of view.

3. If you need slightly more insight into the characters' thoughts, you can choose a third person limited
or omniscient point of view, but be very cautious about how much interpretation of events your
narrator offers.

Think about using multiple points of view. Y our point of view does not need to remain static throughout
your story, although you should never change it without a good reason. If you feel that multiple points of
view are needed to best tell your story, experiment with it![8]
1. Be cautious about changing points of view abruptly, as thiswill confuse the reader. If a sudden
change of point of view occurs, consider alerting the reading by starting a new chapter or section.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Choose Point of View in Storytelling" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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