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How to Check Your iPhone'sUnlock Status

Today's TipsMake will show you how to determine whether your iPhone is network locked or not. The easiest
way isto call the carrier and ask, but there are also afew other ways that will help you guess the lock status of
your iPhone. Unfortunately, there is no free online service that you can use to check your iPhone's unlock status.
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Consider calling your carrier. The surest way to determine whether your iPhone is unlocked isto call your
carrier, provide any information the customer service representative requests, and ask them to verify your
iPhone's status. If you arein the US, you can contact popular carriers at the following phone numbers:

Verizon-1 (800) 922- 0204
AT&T-1 (800) 331- 0500
Sprint-1 (888) 211- 4727
T-Mobile-1 (877) 453- 1304

Normally, you will need to provide your account password (if you have one) and your iPhone's IMEI number
(located in Settings > General > About > IMEI ) .
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Consider the situation wher e you bought the iPhone. If you bought your iPhone from an Apple dealer or
carrier, the phone is already unlocked. However, if you bought your phone under a plan from a certain carrier,
your iPhone may be locked.

iPhones purchased from third-party sellers, such as Amazon or Craigdlist, will often include some form of
documentation with atitle or invoice that says "Unlocked" if the iPhone is unlocked.

If you buy a used iPhone from afriend or online ad, ask the seller if the iPhone is unlocked (preferably before
trading in).
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Consider your current iPhone service package. If you're on aprepaid plan, it's likely your iPhone is unlocked;
however, if you're on a 2-year contract or similar, your iPhone may be locked until you complete the payment



process.

The main exception to thisis active duty officersin the US, who can request network unlocking before
deployment regardless of the iPhone's payment status.
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Tap Cédlular . Thisoption is near the top of the page.



If your phone language is not US English, you need to tap Cellular Data or M obile Data here.
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Look for the Cellular Data Network option . If this option is available, the iPhone is unlocked; Otherwise, the
iPhoneisstill locked to the network.

On some phones, such asthose from AT& T, you'll need to tap Cellular Data Optionsfirst to see the "Cellular
Data Network" section.

In extremely rare cases, the network will provide you with a SIM card that alows you to change the access point
name or Access Point Name (APN) of the iPhone, but the phoneis still unlocked. If your phone has such a SIM
card, proceed to the next method.

Using another carrier'sSIM card
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Buy a SIM card from another carrier. If you'rein the US and use Verizon or Sprint, buy an AT&T or T-
Mobile SIM card (and vice versa). Note: do not buy a prepaid SIM card, and the new SIM card must be the same
Size as the current SIM.
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Power off iPhone. Press and hold the power button until the slide to power off switch appears on the screen,
then swipe the Power icon to theright.

The power button is located on the right side (iPhones 6 and later) or on the top edge of the phone frame
(iPhones 5S and earlier).

On iPhone X, you have to hold down the power button and either volume button until the switch appears.
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Find the SIM dot. Y ou need to remove the iPhone case/cover first (if any). With most iPhones, the SIM tray is
located halfway down the right edge of the phone's frame.

iPhone 3G, 3GS and original iPhone have the SIM dlot located on the top edge of the phone frame.
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Find and straighten a paperclip. If you till have the SIM stick that came with your iPhone, use it for the next
step.
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Push the paper clip (or tool) into the small hole on the SIM tray. The SIM tray will pop out.
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Pull the SIM tray out of theiPhone. Y ou need to be careful because both the SIM card and the tray are very
fragile.
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Takeout thecurrent SIM card and replaceit with another SIM card. This method only worksif the
replacement SIM is the same size as the original SIM card.
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Insert the SIM tray back into theiPhone. Again, you have to be gentle.

Y ou need to make sure the SIM tray isin the correct position before continuing.
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Power on iPhone. Press and hold the power button until the Apple logo appears, then wait for the iPhone to
display the Home screen.

If your iPhone has a passcode, you need to enter the passcode or use the Touch 1D sensor to open the Home
screen.
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Open the Phone app. The app is green with awhite phone icon inside.

If amessage asking for "Activation Code", "SIM Unlock Code" or similar error appears when you open the
Phone app, your phone is network locked.
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Dial thenumber and pressthe call button. If this operation displays an error message, the operator's voice
says "Call cannot be completed as dialed” or asimilar situation occurs, the iPhone islocked; but if you can make

calls, it means the phone is unlocked and can use another carrier's SIM card.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Check Your iPhone's Unlock Status' edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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