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How to Charge Your Electric Car

If you have an electric car, finding waysto charge it is very important. There are several different types of
chargers and some are slower than others. Regularly charge your vehicle at home through an outlet or charging
station to keep...

Method 1 of 3:

Selecting a Type of Charger

Level 1

Use a 120-volt outlet to charge a car slowly at home. The easiest way to charge an electric car is by
making good use of the standard wall outlets in your home. Most cars come with an extension cord that
hooks up to wall outlets. Thisis called level 1 charging and, although it's not a very fast process, it's the
cheapest way to charge the battery. It's perfect for topping off the battery when you're not in the car.[1]
1. Through level 1 charging, an empty battery takes 16 to 20 hours on average to charge. Fuller
batteries don't take as long to charge, so plug in as often as you can.
2. Level 1 charging is useful since you can find compatible outlets wherever you go. It's best for slow
charging when you have time to spare, such as when you're home at night.
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Find a 240-volt charger for a quicker way to chargeacar. Level 2 charging is done through 240-volt
outlets or machines and cuts the waiting time down by half. It's a much quicker solution to keeping your
car running, but 240-volt outlets are rare, difficult to find, and different from standard 120-volt outlets. For
that reason, you need to have a charging station installed on aregular outlet in order to charge your car this
way at home. Commercial charging stations all run on level 2 charging as well.[Z]
1. Level 2 charging can fill an empty battery within 8 hours on average. It's the best solution when
you're out on the road or need afaster charge at home.
2. Leve 2 chargers come with alot of additional costs. Y ou will need to buy a charger online or from a
home improvement store that carries them, then have an electrician install it.

Plug your car into a 480-volt station for the fastest charging. Some charging stations offer level 3 or
480-volt charging. These stations can fill up your battery within about 30 minutes. Stations that offer this
service have big charging machines with a unique plug that connects to your vehicle. It's the quickest way



to charge the battery, but these machines aren't available at every station.[3]
1. Check your owner's manual or call the manufacturer to ensure your car can withstand level 3
charging. Keep in mind that charging stations may charge you afeeto use alevel 3 charger.
2. When you're looking for this type of charging on the road, look for level 3 or 480-volt charging. It
may aso be listed as DC or DCFC, meaning direct current fast charging.[4]

Method 2 of 3:

Charging Your Car at Home

1

Chargeyour car after each trip to keep your battery full. Partially-charged batteries fill up much
quicker than drained ones. Most owners leave their el ectric vehicles plugged in overnight so they wake up
to afull battery in the morning. Charging can take awhile, so take advantage of charging stations when
you have the opportunity to use them.[®]
1. Electricity tends to be cheaper during late-night 'off-peak’ hours. Fewer people use electricity then,
so the rates tend to be lower.
2. Look for other opportunities to charge your car when it's not in use. For instance, seeif you can plug
into awall outlet at work. Try asking your boss to install a charging station.



Useawall outlet for level 1 charging. Find a standard 120-volt outlet that isn't in use by anything elsein
your home. The best spot is a garage or another sheltered outlet close to where you park the car. Y our car
will have aloose charger cable stored in its trunk that plugs into your car's charging port and the outlet.[6]
1. Check the owner's manual if you're unsure where your car's charging port is. It istypically on one
side of the car or right underneath its hood. It will be covered by asmall door just like the tank
nozzle in a gas-powered car.
2. Plug into an outlet with its own dedicated circuit. If anything else in your home is using that
electrical line, it could overload and become afire hazard.
3. Get permission when running the cable from the street or to arental unit. It needs to be kept out of
the way of traffic and other residents in your community. Y our local government and your landlord,
if you have one, can help with this.




Get alevel 2 charger installed to speed up the charging process. Chargers cost about $200 to $500 to
purchase and most fit over an available outlet. Choose a charger listed as compatible with your vehicle
model, then contact an electrician to complete the install. The charger plugs into the charging port on your
car. Store the level 1 cable and plug the level 2 cable into the port.L”]

1. If you don't have awall outlet near where you park the car, you can also order a standalone,
weather-resistant charging station and have it installed outdoors.

2. Expect to pay another $1,200 to $2,000 on theinstall. Y ou have to have an electrician wire the
charger to acircuit and possibly upgrade your home's circuit breaker box to handle the electrical
load.

3. You will also need to submit a construction application to your local planning department in some
areas. Any installer you contract can handle this for you.
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Remove and store the plug after your car hasfinished charging. When you see asmall light appear on
the car's dashboard, you know it has finished charging. Pull the plug out of the vehicle's charging port. If
you'reusing alevel 1 cord, fold it up and put it in the trunk for safe storage. If you're using alevel 2
charge[g,] hang the cord on the charger. Level 2 charging cords stay in place until you need to use them
again.
1. You can remove the charging cord before your car finishes charging. It won't harm anything, but the
battery won't be full and you won't be able to drive as far before needing a recharge.
2. Keepthelevel 1 cord with you in case you need it while you're driving. Some charging stations
offer level 1 charging and can serve as a great way to top off your battery.

Method 3 of 3:

Using a Public Charging Station



Download a charging station map or app for when you're traveling. As electric vehicles have grown
in popularity, dedicated charging stations have begun popping up. They can be tough to locate, so get alist
of them before you leave home. Try looking at free apps such as PlugShare, ChargeHub, and ChargeMap.
Google Maps also lists charging stations when you search for them within the app.[°]
1. Keep areference sheet handy as you plan out your traveling route. Remember how many miles you
can get on afull car battery so you don't get stuck between stations.

Find a charging plug compatible with your vehicle. Thisinformation will be listed on station maps,
although you can also find out by calling ahead or visiting. Find one compatible with your car. Most
places offer outlets that work well with most vehicles. Tesla stations are the exception and can only be
used to charge Tesla cars.[10]
1. Contact the manufacturer or read the owner's manual to find out what kind of connector your car
needs. Level 2 and 3 plugs differ, so choose a station carefully.



2. Usewall outlets at stations for level 1 charging. They work for any car model, but you need to bring

your own charger.
3. If you have a Tedla, buy an adapter to connect to level 2 and 3 stations not operated by Tesla. These

adapters come with the vehicle, but you can buy more from the manufacturer.
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Sign up for amembership if it isrequired to accessthe charger. A few different companies operate
charging stations across the world. Register by using a credit or debit card online or through the company's
app. Most companies offer free registration, although some make you pay to access their chargers. They
also give you a plastic membership card that allows you to quickly activate a charger.[ll]

1. If you need to pay for amembership, expect to pay a $10 to $20 yearly fee. However, most
memberships are free but may require you to load your membership card with aninitial $10 or $20
to use at charging stations.

2. Some companies alow you to activate charging stations through the app or by calling a number
listed on the charger. Having the membership makes the process easier but not 100% necessary.

3. Toavoid ending up with awallet full of membership cards, ook for the most accessible stations on
your route. Register with the companies you are most likely to frequent.



Expect to pay to use a charging station. The fueling rate varies alot from station to station and areato
area. Some areas charge a set price per charging session while others charge depending on how much
electricity you use. It depends on the regulations in your region as well as the general cost of electricity. If
charging costs anything, you will need a membership, debit, or credit card to pay.[12]
1. For example, the Blink network of stations charges $0.50 to $0.60 per kilowatt hour in afew U.S.
states like Oregon and California. Stationsin other areas charge aflat fee of about $7.00.[13]
2. Some stations are free to use, but they arerare. The cost is generally set by the property owner, so
stations in the same network can have very different fees.

Plug the charger cord into your car when you'reready to use a station. Level 2 and 3 charging
stations have built-in cords. All you have to do is pull your car up so its charging port faces the charging
machine, park your car, then turn it off. After plugging in the cord to your car's charging port, use the
machine's screen to activate the charger. If you're using alevel 1 charger, you may need to get out your



own cord and plug it into the station like you would at home.[14]

1. The charging port is the same one you would use at home for level 1 or 2 charging. It is behind a
small cover on the front or side of the car. Make sure you have removed the level 1 charger before
attempting to plug the machine's cord in.

2. Charging stations activate when you swipe a membership, credit, or debit card. If that isn't an
option, look for a sign with instructions on activating the machine. Call the phone number you see to
start charging your car.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Charge Your Electric Car" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope
this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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