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How to change the name (letter) of a Windows hard
drive

Although the default hard drive nameis C, E, D, F, if you have admin rights (log in to the computer with an
administrator account), you can completely rename the hard drive, more precisely, assign a different letter to the
hard drive. .

Everyone knows that C: is the drive containing the Windows installer or at least the Windows boot drive. If you
are wondering why the default drive on a Windows computer is C and not A or B? Then read TipsMake's other
article.

Although the default hard drive nameis C, E, D, F, if you have admin rights (log in to the computer with an
administrator account), you can completely rename the hard drive, more precisely, assign a different letter to the
hard drive. . Below is ageneral way to do it, applicable to all Windows operating systems with integrated Disk
Management, from Windows XP to Windows 11.

How to rename hard drive on Windows 11/10

Method 1. Rename hard drive using Disk M anagement

Type" Disk Management " into the search bar and click on the first result, which isusually " Create and for mat
hard disk partitions”. Or press W ndows + Xselect Disk Management .
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The Disk Management window appears, you will see agraphical list of drives on the computer, partitions on
each hard drive. Remember, the drive letter is the partition, not the actual drive label. But if thereis only one
partition on the drive, then the correct drive letter is the actual drive label.
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Make sure the drive containing the partition you want to changeis listed. Also, check to seeif any partitions or
devices already use the drive letter you want. If so, you will have to change the drive name to another character
first. For example, if you want your data partition to be T: but the optical driveisalready T:, you must change
the optical drive to another letter (for example, E: or O:). That will free up T: and allow you to make the change
you originally wanted.

Select the hard drive you want to rename and right-click on it > select Change Drive L etter and Paths.
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In the window that opens, select Change.
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Click on the down arrow next to the hard drive name, select the letter you want to assign to your hard drive >
click OK to close the window.
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A prompt message appears saying: " Some programs that depend on the hard drive name may not run. Do you
want to continue?" , click Y esto continue:



Disk Management
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Note: If the drive you want to rename contains software installers, these software may fail when running and
may even need to bereinstalled. Initially, | intended to rename drive E, but because this drive contained many
installation files of important software, | changed the name of drive F to drive T. The results after changing are

as follows:
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Method 2: Renamethe hard drive from the context menu

1. Open File Explorer and select the drive you want to rename, then click F2, or right-click the drive and select
Rename from the context menu.
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2. Enter anew name and click Ent er to apply changes.

3. When you receive a message that says: 'Access Denied — You will need to provide administrator permission to
rename this drive' (Access denied - Y ou will need to provide administrator permission to rename this drive).
Click Continue.

You will need to provide administrator
permission to rename this drive.

Click Continue to complete this operation.

y -

E;'Cuntinue Cancel

Method 3. Renamethe hard drive from the drive properties

1. Right-click the destination drive in File Explorer and select Properties from the context menu.
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2. When the Properties window opens, enter anew name in the text box and click OK.
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Method 4: Rename hard drive from Command Prompt

1. Open Command Prompt with admin rights.

2. Enter the following command and press Ent er . Do not add quotes even if the new name for the drive
contains spaces.

| abel drive_letter: new nane

=] Administrator. Command Prompt

3. This step will change the hard drive's |abel immediately.



Method 5: Rename hard drive from Power Shell

1. Open a PowerShell window with admin rights and run the following command. Replace D with the actual
drive letter and My Backup with the new drive name.

Set-Volune -DriveLetter D - NewFil eSystenLabel "M Backup"

2> Administrator: Windows PowerShell

ight (C) ysoft Corporation. All ri

Try the new oss-platform PowerShell https

PS C:\Window:

PS C:\Window:

2. When done, open File Explorer and you will see the drive with a new label.

How to changedrive letter on Windows 7/8/XP

First, turn on the Disk M anagement tool on Windows 7, 8/8.1. If you are using Windows 7, XP or Vista, click
Start > right-click Computer (in Windows XP right-click My Computer) > select Manage . After the Computer
Management program appears, click Disk Management in the |eft pane, under Stor age.

Y ou cannot press Start in Windows 8 , so press W ndows + X> select Disk M anagement.

1. Right-click on the partition you want to change and select Change Drive L etter and Paths.
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2. Intheresulting dialog box, select Change. In the next dialog box select the desired drive | etter.



(e

Allow access to this volume by using the following drive letter and paths:

{3

Change Drive Letter and Paths for D: (Data)

r I I oy |
| Add... Change... Remg "
—_— J = ] - —{ Change Drive Letter or Path @
1 ]
L Enter a new drive letter or path for D: (Data). |
= \| (@ Assign the following drive letter: |
Mourt in the following empty NTFS folder ; l.
Bro|D |
E |
o J
[ Ciy ‘ |
1| f

— ] | =

After clicking OK, adialog box will warn you that some programs may not work. If problems arise, you can go
back and change the letters again.

Bonus. How to assign a letter to the hard driveusing cmd

Open the This PC/Computer/My Computer window to see alist of available drives:

B [F | = ThisPC - o x
- Computer View o
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| Pictures Folders (7)
B Desktop ; ;
. ~ Devices and drives (4)
Bai viet

Quantrimang.com

Local Disk [(C:)
[ ]
- I

Local Disk (E:)

Animal My 18.7 GB free of 98.0 GB My 38.8 GB free of 171 GB

Camtasia DVD RW Drive (69) Local Disk (T:}

File ! 95
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ViberDownloads
& Creative Cloud Files

v @ This PC
J 30 Objects ]

11 items =2 =]

Open cmd with admin rights, enter the command diskpart > Ent er to launch the Diskpart command line utility.

Next, enter the list volume command to list all available volumes on the computer.

Look again at the This PC/Computer/My Computer window and compare it with the list of volumesjust listed in
the results of the above command to select the correct volume/drive you want to rename, then enter the
command select volume ###, select # ## corresponds to the volume you need, suppose here | want to rename
drive T, corresponding to volume 4, the command will be select volume 4 .

Enter the command assign letter=A . You can replace the character after the mark =with the letter you want, but
you should avoid characters that have been assigned to other drives.



BER Administrator: Command Prompt - diskpart — m] *

oft Windows [Version 16.0.18362.116]
19 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

stem32>diskpart

Microsoft DiskPart version 18.0.18362.1

Copyright (C) crosoft Corporation.
(On computer: QUANTRIMANGCOM

DISKPART> list volume
Volume ### Ltr Label
Volume @ G 3 No Me
Volume 1 ar n Healthy System
Volume 2 C ar n 3 Healthy Boot
Volume 3 E ar n Healthy
Volume 4 T J Partition Healthy

DISKPART> select volume 4

Volume 4 is the selected volume.

DISKPART> assign letter=a

DiskPart successfully assigned the drive letter or mount point.

Compl ete process of renaming hard drive using cmd

After receiving the notification of successfully assigning aletter to the drive, enter the exit command to exit
Diskpart and close the cmd window. After renaming, the hard drive will be rearranged in order a, b, ¢, as below:
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Camtasia Local Disk (E) DVD RW Drive (G:)
-
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ViberDownloads
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J 30 Objects v

11 items

Note: You can change the letter of your external drive, but the change will not be permanent. Every time you
plug a storage device into a USB port, Windows givesit the first available drive letter.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to change the name (letter) of a Windows hard drive" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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