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How to change or restore Desktop folder icon in
Windows

This guide will show you how to change or restore default Desktop folder icon for your account in Windows 7,
Windows 8 and Windows 10.

Desktop isthe main screen area you see after turning on your PC and logging into Windows. When you open an
app or folder, they appear on the desktop. Y ou can aso place items on the desktop, such asfiles, folders, and
shortcuts, and organize them however you want.

By default, the personal Desktop folder islocated in the % User Profile% folder (eg"” C: UsersBrink ") in your
account.

This guide will show you how to change or restore default Desktop folder icon for your account in Windows 7,
Windows 8 and Windows 10.

Changethe Desktop folder icon in Properties

Step 1. If not, you will need to add the Customize tab to Desktop folder properties.

Step 2. Open the current location of the Desktop folder (eg " C: UsersBrink ") in File Explorer (Win + E).
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Desktop Properties

General Sharing Security
Location Previous Versions Customize

Files in the Desktop folder are stored in the target
location below.

You can change where files in this folder are stored to
another place on this hard drive, another drive, or anather
computer on your netwaork.

Z:%UsersBrink \Desktop

Bestore DE:fﬂuJ:t_! I Find Target...

Step 3. Right-click or click and hold on the Desktop folder and click Properties.

Step 4. Click the Customize tab and click the Change | con button .



Desktop Properties

General Sharing Security
Location Previous Versions Customize

What kind of folder do you want 7 ‘
Optimize this folder for:

Pictures

[ ] Also apply this template to all subfolders

Folder pictures

Choose a file to show on this folder icon.

Choose File... J|

Bestaore DEFEJH _i

Folder icons

You can change the folder icon. F vou change the icon, it wil
no longer show a preview of the folder's contents.

Change lcon... -

B

5. Follow the steps below to select anicon:

Thefiles % SystemRootSystem32shell32.dIl and % SystemRootSystem32imager es.dll contain most of the
default Windows icons.

1. Click the Browse button .

2. Navigateto and select theicon library (e.g. .dll) or the .ico file you want to use and click Open.
3. Select theicon you want to use and click OK.



Change lcon for Desktop Folder

Look for icons in this file:

YeSystemRoot¥e\System 32 imageres

Select an icon from the list below:

Restore Defaults

Click the Browse button

Change Icon for Desktop Folder

« ~ M ‘i > ThisPC » Local Disk (C) »

QOrganize v New folder

A Quick access
ESD

¢@ OneDrive HP_Color_Laser)et_Pro_MFP_M4T7
[ ThisPC o
- . Program Files
¥ Network " Program Files (x88)
Users
Windows

Windows.old

." &] Custorn.ico

w & | Search Local Disk (C:) P

=~ @ @

Date modified

6/30/2018 1:13 PM
6/5/2018 10:21 PM
8/11/2018 4:43 AM
3M16/2013 4:18 PM
8720/2013:1:28 PM
2/16/2018 1:20 PM
8/16/2018 1:25 PM
8/16/2018 1:26 PM
8/12/2018 2:09 PM

Type

File folder
File folder
File folder
File folder
File folder
File folder
File folder
File folder
ICO Fite

Size

65 KB

File name: | Custom.ico

Select the icon you want to use

vt iIEon filles (*.ico;"ick exe;".dll) :'_.'

Cmcéi




Step 6. Click OK to apply the changes.

Change the Desktop folder icon in the desktop.ini file

Step 1. PressWin + R key to open Run , copy and paste % User Profile% Desktopdesktop.ini into Run , then
click OK to open thefile.

If you have changed the default location of the Desktop folder, then you will need to replace % User Profile%
Desktop in the path above with the actual full path for the current location of the Desktop folder.

Type the name of a program, folder, document, or Internet
resource, and Windows will open it for you,

SallserProfile 3 \Desktopt desktop.ni

Cancel Browse...

Copy and paste% UserProfile% Desktopdesktop.ini into Run

Step 2. Inthe line I conResour ce = in the desktop.ini window , change to the full path of the icon you want to
use.

If you don't have the line | conResour ce =, then you'll need to add it.

B deskiop.ini - Notepad
File Edit Format View Help

[.ShellClassInfo]
LocalizedResourceMame=@%SystemRoot%\system32\shell32.d11,-21769

IconResource=%SystemRoot®\system32\imageres.dll, -183

Windows (CRLF) Ln1, Col1

Change the full path in the line IconResource = in the desktop.ini window

Step 3. Click File (menu bar), click Save (Ctrl + S) and close the desktop.ini window .



B desktop.ini - Notepad

File Edit Format View Help
New Ctrl+N
Open... Ctrl+0

E— TR =@%SystemRoot¥\system32\shell32.d11,-21769

pot#%\system32\imageres.dll,-183

Save As...

Page Setup...
Print...

Exit

Windows (CRLF)  Ln5, Col1

Save and close the desktop.ini window

Step 4. Restart the explorer process or log out and log back in to apply the changes.

Restore default Desktop folder icon in Properties

Step 1. If not, you will need to add the Customize tab to Desktop folder properties.

Step 2. Open the current location of the Desktop folder (eg " C: UsersBrink ") in File Explorer (Win + E ).
Step 3. Right-click or press and hold the desktop folder and click Properties.

Step 4. Click the Customize tab and click the Change | con button .

Step 5. Click the Restor e Defaults button .

Step 6. Click OK to apply the changes.

Restore the default Desktop folder icon in the desktop.ini file

Step 1. PressWin + R key to open Run , copy and paste % User Profile% Desktopdesktop.ini into Run , then
click OK to open thefile.

If you have changed the default location of the Desktop folder, then you will need to replace % User Profile%
Desktop in the path above with the actual full path for the current location of the Desktop folder.

Step 2 In the line | conResour ce = in the desktop.ini window , change the full path to % SystemRoot%
system32imager es.dll, -183.

If you don't have the line | conResour ce =, then you'll need to add it.



B desktop.ini - Notepad

File Edit Format View Help
[.ShellClassInfo]

LocalizedResourceMame=@%SystemRoot%\system32\shell32.d11,-21769
IconResource=%SystemRoot®\system32\imageres.dll, -183

Windows (CRLF)  Ln1, Col1 100%

Change the full path to% SystemRoot% system32imageres.dll, -183
Step 3. Click File (menu bar), click Save (Ctrl + S) and close the desktop.ini window .
Step 4. Restart the explorer process or log out and log back in to apply the changes.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to change or restore Desktop folder icon in Windows" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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