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How to Change or Create Desktop | conson
Windows

Today's WikiHow will show you how to change the icons that appear on your Windows computer screen. Y ou
can change to another icon system, download it, or create your own icons. Additionally, you can add your own
custom shortcuts to your desktop, change the icons, and even remove the arrow on the shortcut icon.

Change the system icons on the screen

Open Start . Click the Windows icon in the lower |eft corner of the screen, or pressthekey ? W n.
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Click Settings. It'sin the bottom left of the Start window.

Click the Personalization screen icon located on the Windows Settings page.

Y ou can also access this page by right-clicking an empty space on your desktop and selecting Per sonalization
from the drop-down menu.



Click the Themestab. It's on the left side of the Per sonalization window.

Click the Desktop icon settingslink . It'sin the upper right corner of the Themes page. The Desktop Icon
Settings window will appear.

If you haven't edited to create atheme, thislink will be in the middle of the page, just below the "Related
Settings' heading.

Y ou can aso click Get morethemesin the Store under "Apply atheme" to find more desktop themes. Some
themes change the appearance of desktop icons.



Click to select the icon you want to change.
For example, you can click This PC or Recycle Bin .

Additionally, you can check/uncheck the box next to the icon name at the top of the window to add/remove icons
on the desktop.

Check the "Allow themes to change desktop icons' box on this window to enable theme changes related to
icons.

Click Changelcon . It'snear the bottom of the window.



Choose an icon. There are two different types of icons:
System icon — Click anicon in the window.

Custom icon — Click Browse, then click the folder containing your icons from the left-hand window. Select the
icon you want to use and click Open .

Click OK . Theicon you choose will be assigned to the program on the screen.
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Click Apply, then click OK to confirm the decision and change the program icon on the desktop to the
icon of your choice.

Change shortcut and folder icons

Open Start . Click the Windows icon in the lower |eft corner of the screen, or pressthekey ? W n.



Click the File Explorer icon. It'son theleft side of the Start window.

Click the Desktop folder . It'sin thetask column on the left side of the File Explorer window.



How

Click the shortcut or folder icon. The shortcut icon has a small white box with an arrow below, in the left
corner of theicon.

Y ou cannot change the icons of specific files (like Notepad or .exe files) this way.

How

Click theHometab in the upper left corner of the File Explorer window. A toolbar will appear at the top of
the window.



Click the white Properties box with the red check mark, located in the" Open" section of the toolbar.

Y ou can aso right-click the desktop icon and select Properties to open this menu.

Open theicon's" Change I con" window. The process varies depending on the type of icon you're editing:

For shortcuts— Click the Shortcut tab at the top of the Properties window, then select Change | con near the
bottom of the window.

For folders— Click the Customize tab at the top of the Properties window, then select Change I con near the
bottom of the window.



Select icon. There are two different types of icons:
System icon — Click an icon on the window.

Custom icons— Click Browse, then click the folder containing your icons from the left-hand window. Select
the icon you want to use then click Open .

Click OK . Theicon you choose will be assigned to the program on the screen.
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Click Apply , then click OK to confirm the decision and change the original icon on the desktop to theicon
of your choice.

Download icon

Open aweb browser. Microsoft Edge is the official browser of the Windows 10 operating system, but you can
also use Google Chrome, Firefox, Opera, or Internet Explorer.
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Sear ch for the Windowsicon. Typedownl oad wi ndows desktop iconsort?i bi?u t??ng man
hi nh may t i nhinthe browser address bar and press? Ent er.

Y ou can narrow your search by entering the program name (for example, Wi ndows ny conputer i conor
bi ?u t??ng ny conputer w ndows), or using theicon file type (1 COfor example).

How

Download the desired icon. Click on a page containing the icon and click the Download or Download button .
The icon will be saved to the computer.

If you download multiple icons at once, you may have to unzip the icons into aregular folder before continuing.



Open File Explorer by opening Start and clicking .

Click the Desktop folder on theleft side of the File Explorer window.



Click to select your icon folder.

If you only downloaded one icon, select that icon.

How

Click the Home tab located in the upper left corner of the File Explorer window.



Click Moveto. It'sin the" Organize" section of the toolbar at thetop of the File Explorer window.

Click the Picturesfolder . It'snear the middle of the pop-up window.

Y ou can choose any folder if you do not want to save theiconsin Pictures.



Click Moveto send theiconsto afolder that you won't be moving or deleting.

Change a program'sicon with theicons you downloaded. Browse and select an icon from the Pictures
folder to make changes.

Createicons



Open Start . Click the Windows icon in the lower |eft corner of the screen, or pressthekey ? W n.

Typepai nt in the Start menu, then press? Ent er . Make sure you don't press? Ent er until the Paint icon
(which looks like a palette) appears at the top of the Start window.



Click the blue File button, located in the upper left corner of the Paint window.

Click the Open action located in the Filemenu . A file browsing window will open.

If you prefer to draw with Paint to create your own icons, skip this step and proceed with your drawing.



Choose an image. Y ou may have to click somewhere in the Open window on the left (for example, Pictures) to
find the image you want to open.

Skip this step if you are drawing your own icon.

Click Open . Your image will open in the Paint window.

Skip this step if you are drawing your own icon.



Click Fileagain. Thistab islocated in the upper left corner of the Paint window.

Select Save as. It's near thetop of the Filemenu .



| EMP piciure
ﬁ Sawe any kind of pédure with high quality

and uge it onyour Computer.

Click the BMP picture option located to theright of the Save as button . The Save Aswindow will appear
where you can enter afile name.

Typein thefile name, followed by the. i co. Thisensuresyour file will be saved asanicon file.

For example, you can name the file "shortcut.ico”.



How
Click afolder to save thefileto. Browse for the folder in the |eft pane of the Save As window.

The Picturesfolder is a safe place to save your shortcut files.
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Click Save at the bottom of the window. Y our icon will be saved to the desired folder.




Change a program'sicon with theicon you created. Browse and select your custom icon from within the
folder you saved it to.

Add shortcut to desktop

Open Start . Click the Windows icon in the lower |eft corner of the screen, or pressthekey ? W n.



Click File Explorer at the bottom left of the Start window.

Click the Desktop folder on theleft side of the File Explorer window.



Click the Home tab located at the top right of the File Explorer window.

Click New item . It'sin the" New" section of thetoolbar at thetop of the window.



Click the Shortcut option from the New item drop-down menu . A window with options for the new shortcut
will appear.

Click the Browse button in the middle of the page. A window will pop up.
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Scroll down and click the program or file'sfolder. For example, if the program or fileisin the Documents
folder, you must click My Documents.

Y ou may have to go to different foldersto find the program or file for the item you want to create a shortcut for.

Click OK to set the desktop shortcut object asthe item of your choice.

If you rename or move the desktop icon to a new folder, your shortcut will no longer be valid.



How

Click Next then enter a name. The default name for the shortcut will be the same as the name of the program.

How

Click Finish in thelower right corner of the window. A shortcut in the folder you select will be created.

Removethe arrow from the shortcut icon



Open Start . Click the Windows icon in the lower |eft corner of the screen, or pressthekey ? W n.

regedit

Typer egedi t in the Start window. The "regedit” program will appear at the top of the window.



Click theregedit program with the blue block icon at thetop of the window.

Click Yeswhen prompted. The Registry Editor window opens.



Navigate to the Explorer folder. Proceed as follows:

Expand HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE by clicking the V to the left of the heading. Thisfolder islocated at the
top left of the Registry Editor window.

Expand SOFTWARE .
Expand Micr osoft .
Expand Windows.
Expand CurrentVersion .

Click Explorer .



Click Edit in the upper left corner of the Registry Editor window.

How

Select New , then click Key . The new "key" looks like afolder that will be created in the folder column, right
below the Explorer folder.



] shell leans REG_ST

Type Shel | | consinthekey name, then click ? Ent er to rename the key.

Y ou must ensure that you enter the exact name listed here.

Click the Edit tab in the upper left corner of the window.



How

Select New , then click String Value to generate the code for the new entry in the Shell I cons key.

Type 29then click ? Ent er to renamethe value series.



Doubleclick on value string 29. The Edit String editing window will appear.

[ “windir’i\System 32\shell 22 dI -50

Type % ndi r %Byst enB2shel | 32. dl |, - 50in the Value data area at the bottom of the " Edit String"
window.



Click OK to saveyour editsto theregistry.

{ Shut down !

ﬂ} Power

Restart the computer. After the computer restarts, you will no longer see the arrow mark in the lower |eft
corner of the icons on the screen.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Change or Create Desktop |conson Windows" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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