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How to Change or Create Desktop I consfor
Windows

ThiswikiHow teaches you how to change a desktop icon's appearance on Windows, both by changing the icon
to adifferent system icon and by downloading or creating your own icon. Y ou can aso add your own custom
shortcuts to the desktop,...

Method 1 of 6:

Changing System Desktop | cons

Open Start
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. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen, or pressthe ?2win key.

Click Settings



. It'sin the lower-left side of the Start window.

Click [_Personalization J. Thisisthe monitor-shaped icon on the Windows Settings page.
1. You can also access this page by right-clicking a blank space on the desktop and then clicking
Per sonalization in the drop-down menu.




Click [ Themes ). It'satab on theleft side of the Personalization window.

Click [ Desktop icon settings J. Thislink isin the upper-right side of the Themes page. Clicking it
opens the Desktop Icon Settings window.
1. If you haven't edited your theme at all, this link will be in the middle of the page beneath the
"Related Settings' heading.
2. You can aso click Get morethemesin the Store below the "Apply atheme" heading to browse
desktop themes. Some themes will change your desktop icons' appearances.




Click an icon you want to change. Thiswill select theicon.
1. For example, you might click This PC or Recycle Bin.
2. You can also check the box next to a desktop icon's name at the top of the window to make it appear
on your desktop, or uncheck the box to remove it from the desktop.
3. Check the"Allow themes to change desktop icons' box on this window to enable theme-related icon
changes.

Click [ Change Icon . It's near the bottom of the window.




Select an icon. Y ou can select two different types of icons:
1. Systemicon - Click anicon in the window.
2. Custom icon - Click Browse, then click the folder that your custom icons are in on the left side of
the window. Select the icon you want to use, then click Open.

Click [ OK ). Thiswill assign your selected icon to the desktop program.




Click [__Apply J,thenclick [ OK J. Doing so confirms your decision and changes the desktop program's
icon to your selected icon.

Method 2 of 6:

Changing Shortcut and Folder Icons

Open Start



. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen, or press ?win .
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Click the File Explorer



. You'll find thisicon on the far-left side of the Start window.

Click [__Desktop J. It'safolder in the left-hand column of options in the File Explorer window.



Click a shortcut or folder icon. Shortcut icons have awhite box with an arrow in their lower-left corners.
1. You cannot change the icons of specific files (e.g., Notepad files or .exe files) using this method.

How

Click the[_ Home ]tab. It'sin the upper-l€eft corner of the File Explorer window. Doing so will open a
toolbar at the top of the window.



Click [ Properties ). Thisisawhite box with ared checkmark in the "Open" section of the toolbar.
1. You can also right-click on the icon on your desktop and then click Propertiesto get to this menu.

Open theicon's" Change I con™ window. This process will vary depending on the type of icon you're
editing:
1. Shortcut - Click the Shortcut tab at the top of the Properties window, then click Change I con near

the bottom of the window.
2. Folder - Click the Customize tab at the top of the Properties window, then click Change I con near

the bottom of the window.



Select an icon. Y ou can select two different types of icons:
1. Systemicon - Click anicon in the window.
2. Custom icon - Click Browse, then click the folder that your custom icons are in on the left side of
the window. Select the icon you want to use, then click Open.

Click [ OK ). Thiswill assign your selected icon.



Click [__Apply J,thenclick [ OK J. Doing so confirms your decision and changes the original icon to
your selected icon.

Method 3 of 6:

Downloading I cons

Open aweb browser. Microsoft Edge is the official Windows 10 browser, though you can use Google
Chrome, Firefox, Opera, or Internet Explorer as well.
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Search for Windowsicons. Type downl oad wi ndows desktop icons intoyour
browser's address bar and pressing ? Enter .
1. You can narrow your search by entering the program'sname (e.g., wi ndows ny
comput er icon )orbyusngtheiconfiletype(eg., | CO.

How

Download theiconsyou want. Y ou can do this by opening a site that has your icons and clicking the
Download button. Doing so will save the icons to your computer.
1. If you download multiple icons at once, you may have to extract the icons to aregular folder before
continuing.



Open File Explorer

. You can do this by opening Start



and clicking
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Click [__Desktop . Thisfolder ison the left side of File Explorer.

Click your iconsfolder. Doing so selectsiit.
1. If you just downloaded one icon, select the icon instead.



How

Click [ Home . Thistab isin the upper-left corner of the File Explorer window.

Click [ Moveto . It'sinthe"Organize" section of the toolbar at the top of the File Explorer window.



Click [ Pictures . Thisfolder is near the middle of the pop-up window.
1. You can select any folder on your computer if you don't want to place your iconsin Pictures.

= » ThisPC » Pictures »

Click [ Move ). Thiswill send your iconsto afolder where you won't move or delete them.
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Change a program'sicon using your downloaded icon. You'll use the Browse method and then select
an icon from within the Pictures folder to do this.

Method 4 of 6:

Creating I cons

Open Start



. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen, or press ?win .

Type pai nt into Start, then press?Enter . Make sure you don't press ? Enter' until the Paint icon,
which resembles a paint palette, appears at the top of the Start window.



Click [__File ). It'sablue button in the upper-left corner of the Paint window.

Click __Open ). Thisoption isin the File menu. Doing so opens a window where you can open afile
location.
1. If you'd rather create your own icon by drawing in Paint, skip this step and instead create your
drawing.



Select a picture. You may have to click alocation on the left side of the Open window (e.g., Pictures) to
find the picture you want to open.
1. Skip thisstep if you're drawing your own icon.

Click [_Open ). Thiswill open your image in the Paint window.
1. Skipthisstepif you're drawing your own icon.



Click [__File Jagain. It'sin the top-left corner of Paint.

Select | Save as J. Thisoptionis near the top of the File menu.



| BMP picture

- ; Save any kind of pédure with high quality
and use it anysur computer.

Click [ BMP picture J. It'san option to the right of the Save as button. Doing so opens a Save As
window where you can name your file.

Typein your file' snamefollowed by . i co. Thiswill ensure that your fileis saved as an icon file.
1. For example, you might name your file "shortcut.ico".



How

Click afolder to saveyour filein. Do so in the left-hand pane of the Save Aswindow.
1. ThePicturesfolder isasafe place to save your shortcut file.
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Click [ _Save ). It'sat the bottom of the window. Doing so will save your icon in your selected folder.



Change a program'sicon using your created icon. You'll use the Browse method and select your
custom icon from the folder where you saved it.

Method 5 of 6:

Adding Shortcutsto the Desktop

Open Start



. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen, or press ?win' on your keyboard.
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Click File Explorer



. It'sin the lower-left side of the Start window.

Click the[ Desktop )folder. It'son theleft side of the File Explorer window.



Click the_ Home tab. You'll find thistab in the upper-left side of the File Explorer window.

Click [ New item ). It'sin the "New" section of the tool bar at the top of the window.



Click [__Shortcut J. Thisoption isin the New item drop-down menu. A window with options for your
new shortcut will appear.

How

Click [ Browse . It'sinthe middle of the page. Doing so opens a pop-up window.
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Scroll down and click the program'sor file'sfolder. For example, if the program or fileisin the
Documents folder, you'd click My Documents.
1. You may haveto click through several different foldersto find the program or file for which you
want to create a shortcut.

How

Click [ OK . Doing so sets the desktop shortcut's target as your selected item.
1. If you rename the desktop icon or move it to a new folder, your shortcut will no longer work.



How

Click [ Next J, then enter a name. The default name for the shortcut is the same name as the program
itself.

How

Click [__Finish ). It'sin the bottom-right corner of the window. Thiswill create your shortcut in the folder
you selected.

Method 6 of 6:

Removing Arrows from Shortcut | cons
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. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen, or press ?win .

Open Start




regedit

Type regedi t intotheStart window. Thiswill bring up the "regedit" program at the top of the
window.

Click [__regedit ). It'sablue group of blocks at the top of the window.
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Click [ Yes )when prompted. Thiswill open the Registry Editor.

HIKEY_CURRENT USER

Navigate to the Explorer folder. To do so:
1. Expand HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE by clicking V left of it. Thisfolder isin the top-left side of
the Registry Editor window.
Expand SOFTWARE.
Expand Micr osoft.
Expand Windows.
Expand CurrentVersion.
Click Explorer.

ok wWN



Click [_Edit J. It'sin the top-left corner of the Registry Editor window.

How

Select | New J, thenclick [ Key J. Doing so creates anew "key", which resemblesafolder, in the
column of folders below the Explorer folder.



5] chal I e REG_ST

Type Shell 1 cons intothekey'sname, then press?Enter . Doing so renamesthe key.
1. Make sure you type this name exactly asit appears here.

Click the[ Edit )tab. It'sin the upper-left corner of the window.



Select | New J,then click [ String Value ). This creates a new code item in the Shell Icons key.

Typein 29 ,then press?Enter . Doing so renames your string value.



Double-click the 29 string value. This opens the Edit String window.

:';vmdir'.-;\Symam32‘ﬁhel[32.dll.ASD

Type%wi ndi r %Syst em32shel | 32. dl |, - 50 intotheValuedatafield. Thisfieldisat the
bottom of the "Edit String" window.



Click [ OK J. Doing so saves your edit to the registry.

| shutdown |

ﬂ} Power

Restart your computer. Once your computer reboots, you should no longer see the icon arrow in the
bottom-left corner of your deskto

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Change or Create Desktop I consfor Windows" edited by the

TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can
search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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