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How to Catch a Bobcat

Since they look like bigger versions of your ordinary house cat, bobcats are fun to spot in the wild. They are
brown-colored with pointy ears and a black, bobbed tail. They are normally shy animals that prefer to stay
hidden, but sometimes...

Part 1 of 4:

Tracking a Bobcat

1. Check local rules and regulations about trapping bobcats. Contact your state conservation office for
more information. In the U.S. for example, all but a handful of states restrict bobcat hunting. If you plan
on trapping a bobcat, you have to do it in a safe, humane way, and then release it within 24 hours. If
hunting islegal in your area, apply for a permit at the conservation office.l?]

1. Some areas have rules stating that you have to use rubber-jawed traps, for instance, and label them
with your name and address.

2. Watch out for permit requirements. Y ou usually need a bobcat permit to hunt. Y ou might also have
to request a separate permit to use steel traps or hunt at night.

3. Statesthat allow bobcat hunting require you to register each pelt with the conservation office. In
some places, the tags come with a bobcat hunting permit.

2. Search theareafor tracksleft by bobcats. Bobcats are kind of predictable. If you know where one likes
to prowl, you have a good chance of catching it by setting your trap there. Look for other signs as well,
such as fresh scat. If the tracks look recent, follow them to find out where the bobcat might be sleeping
during the day or hiding at night.[3]

1. Theonly downside to following tracksis that bobcats travel along awide hunting area. If you're
tracking one out in the wild, you might have to wait awhile for it to come back.

3. Look for any rocky ledgesin the area. Bobcats can be found in awide variety of places, but they are
most common around ledges. Look for signs of tracks or their dens there. If you can, set your traps nearby.
Y ou usually won't have to wait as long to lure one in.[4l

1. They likerocky ledges because it's safe and high up. They can see anything coming toward them,
including whatever they are hunting.

2. Bobcats dso live in swamps, bogs, forests, and other areas, so you can still catch oneif you don't
live near aledge. Some of them come into townsto search for food, and you can set atrap in your
yard to lure them in.

Part 2 of 4.
Settingup aTrap
1. Select a cagetrap to humanely catch a bobcat. Cage traps are a great choice for inexperienced trappers,

and they don't hurt animals at al. Try getting a heavy wire cage that is at least 3 ft (0.91 m) long, 2 ft
(0.61 m) wide, and 4 ft (1.2 m) tall. Pick one with a pressure plate called a treadle. When the bobcat steps
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on the plate, the door slams shut, and you don't have to be anywhere near the cage to lock it.[5]

1. Cagetrapsdon't harm bobcats and they won't harm any other animals that stumble in. If you're just
trying to relocate a bobcat, thisis the best choice.

2. The second-best type of trap is a rubber-jawed paw trap. When the bobcat steps on the trap, the jaws
close around its paw. Thistrap is much easier to hide, but it also can cause alot of stressfor the
stuck bobcat.

2. Refrain from using lethal traps unlessthey arelegal in your area. Get permission from a conservation
office first. These traps can be inhumane to animals and dangerous to inexperienced trappers, so set them
up with caution. If you absolutely have to take out a bobcat, you could use a conibear, or bodygrip, trap.
This kind of trap clamps down hard, killing the animal quickly in most cases.[€]

1. If you'relooking for the least harmful trap, use a rubber-jawed paw trap. It keeps the bobcat still so
you can shoot it from adistance, killing it as painlessly as possible.

2. Evenlethal trapsfail sometimes. In addition to harming a bobcat, other animals could walk into the
trap aswell.

3. Lethal traps should only be used in the wild. They are dangerous and can easily trap pets, for
instance.

3. Placethetrap in a sheltered spot near thetracks. Try to find a spot where you can tuck away the trap to
hide it. If you're able to find a spot with afew trees, branches, or rocks, you can use them to set everything
up. Turn the trap so the open end is facing outward, toward the spot you expect the bobcat to come from.
Keep the closed end backed up against atree trunk, cliff, or something esel’]

1. Youdon't haveto find an enclosed areato place your trap, but it helps lure the bobcat in. Bobcats
are cautious. The more natural the arealooks, the more likely abobcat isto wander toward it.

2. Do the best you can to hide the trap. If you aren't able to cover it extremely well, put extra effort into
getting quality lures and bait.

4. Cover thefloor of thetrap with soil. Bring asmall shovel with you. Take some dirt from a nearby area
away from the trap. Cover up as much of the metal floor as possible to blend the trap in with its
surroundings. The dirt will also help stabilize the trap so the bobcat can't knock it over.18]

1. Grassisalso useful for covering up mesh flooring or a paw trap pad, but don't dig up anything
unlessit'slegal to do so. Instead, use dirt, sticks, or even rocks.

2. If you're using a spring-loaded trap, make sure it's sensitive enough to activate when the bobcat
steps on it. Some small traps won't trigger, especially when they are covered.

5. Put branches over the cageto help cover it. Do what you can to camouflage the trap. For instance, take
some big branches and |ean them against the cage. Fill in additional space with leaves, sticks, and loose
%]ass collected off of the ground. Hide as much of the metal as you can, but don't cover the cage's opening.

1. If you'rein an areawithout alot of ground covering, do the best you can. Find a sheltered spot close
to the bobcat's territory, such as anearby cliff. Cover the trap's floor first, then use anything else
available to cover the rest.

2. If abobcat sees an unusual object like a big, metal cage, it becomes cautious and keeps its distance.
A bobcat is more likely to approach awell-hidden trap.

Part 3 of 4:
Baitinga Trap
1. Choose a shiny object like aluminum foil to useasa lure. Cut astrip of foil about 1 in (2.5 cm) wide.

Poke a hole through one end and dlip alength of fishing wire through it. Y ou can use the wire to hang the
lure near your trap. If you have enough room, you can position several lures to catch the bobcat's attention.
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1. Christmastinsel also works well. Alternatively, use a shiny piece of metal or a colored strip of cloth.

2. Bobcats arejust big cats. If you have ever had a pet cat, you might have seen how they can't resist
unusual things that catch their attention. Bobcats are no different.

2. Hangthelure somewhere near your cage. Take advantage of nearby trees, for instance. Wrap the wire
around the tree about 2 ft (0.61 m) off the ground. Knot it and make sure it's secure. Aslong asthe lure
reflects light and fluttersin the breeze, a bobcat is bound to seeit.[11]

1. Position the lure near your trap but not over it. It isthere to lure the bobcat into the area, not into the
trap. It could cause them to avoid the trap or spring it too early.

2. If you don't have trees nearby, look for other opportunities. For example, you could try placing a
nail in arock, then tying the lureto it.

3. Choose a smélly piece of meat to use as bait. Bobcats enjoy meat, but they don't have a great sense of
smell. One of the simplest ways to overcome thisiswith afish that has a strong odor, such as sardines or
mackerel. If you don't have fish available, select a spiced meat, such as hot dogs. Y ou don't have to cook
the bait, since bobcats eat raw meat in the wild.[12]

1. Some trappers age meat to give it a stronger scent. Y ou can do it by wrapping a quality piece of
meat in cheesecloth and setting it in the refrigerator.

2. Animal parts arefineif they arelegal to usein your area. Y ou could use a piece of squirrel meat, for
instance, even if it still has some fur or bones. Bobcats eat raw meat from animals like rabbits,
rodents, and birds.

4. Place a piece of bait in the back of the trap. If you're using a cage trap, place the bait all the way in the
back, past the trigger for the door. That way, the bobcat will step on the door trigger as it walks past. Make
sure the food stays inside the cage, especialy if you weren't able to fill in the entire floor. Keep it centered
and easily detectable.[13]

1. If you're using another kind of trap, place food inside the trap so the bobcat has to walk into it. Some
people aso hang food or lures over paw traps to tempt the bobcat over.

2. You could also spread some food around the trap to help lead the bobcat to it. For instance, scatter
someright in front of the trap. Keep in mind, however, that other animals may get to it first.

5. Scatter a bobcat scent in front of thetrap for an additional lure. Doing thisis optional, but it can
increase your chances of luring in a bobcat. Purchase a bottle of bobcat gland scent or even bobcat urine.
Spread about 20 to 30 drops of the scent on the ground close to the trap's entrance. Y ou can also place a
few drops nearby, such as on clumps of grass and trees.[14]

1. A quality scent lets the bobcat know that the areais safe. The scent means that another bobcat
passed through there, so they come to inspect it.

2. If you happen to have animal parts, like bones, fur, or feathers, you can aso place them near the trap
touseasalure. Thisisn't legal everywhere, though.

3. Scents are available online and are available at many hunting supply stores.

Part 4 of 4.
Trapping a Bobcat

1. Cover your tracksafter you're done setting up the trap. Take a quick look around the area. Notice
anything that looks out of place. Make sure your trap is well-covered, for instance, then spread dirt over
visible footprints. If you flipped over arock, put it back the way it was. Leave no stone unturned.[1°]

1. Anything that looks out of the ordinary could scare away bobcats, so be thorough when cleaning up.
2. Don't leave anything behind. If you have trash or supplies, take them with you.



2. Check thetrap every morning to seeif it's still active. Bobcats roam around at dusk and sunrise, so try
to get back to your trap right away. If you don't see anything in it, look to seeif the bait is gone. Open the
trap back up and restock it with fresh food. Return to it each day in case anything changes.[16]

1. Don't leave an animal sitting in atrap for long! You will end up with one scared, hungry, cranky cat.
It'salsoillegal in most areas to keep animals captive for more than 24 hours.

3. Wait 2to 4 weeks before moving the trap. Most traps are fine for about weeks on average when left
undisturbed. If you don't catch anything by then, look around at your setup. If you still expect a bobcat to
come through the area, then replace the bait and reapply the scent. Make sure the trap is still well-hidden
and that nothing about it would scare a bobcat away.[17]

1. A male bobcat's territory is 30 sq mi (78 km2) or more in size, so don't worry if you don't catch one
right away. If you wait long enough, the bobcat will eventually come back.

2. During rainy periods, take more time to refresh your trap. The rain could wash away your
preparations. Scents usually have to be reapplied within 7 days.

4. Call your local wildlife agency if you catch a bobcat. Let them deal with handling the bobcat. Y ou
could also call aprofessional animal removal service or abig cat animal sanctuary, if you have onein your
area. Bobcats can be dangerous, so don't handle them yourself unless you have to. In most cases, you can't
safely put them back into the while on your own.[18]

1. Bobcats have to be taken far away so they don't come back, but that puts them in unfamiliar
territory. They could be attacked by other animals, get hit by a car, or otherwise suffer if you just let
them loose there.

2. If you have to handle a caged bobcat, wear damage-resistant gloves, long pants, and along shirt. Be
careful to avoid bites and scratches.

3. If you're on your own property or have a bobcat hunting license, you can legally euthanize a bobcat.
Shoot it in the head or heart so it doesn't suffer.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Catch a Bobcat" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article
has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides.
Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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