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How to Burn Music to an Audio CD

Burning music to an audio CD is useful if you want all your favorite songs in one place rather than having to
switch between separate albums. A homemade audio CD is fully functional and works just like one bought in a
store, so it can be...

Method 1 of 3:

Burning an Audio CD with Windows Media Player

1.

Insert a blank CD into the disc drive of your computer. Make sure the drive is either CD-RW or DVD-
RW. The 'W' stands for writeable, and is necessary to burn information to the disc.

1. The type of drive is usually printed on the front, but the information can also be found in Control
Panel > Device Manager > Disk Drives.
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2.

Open Windows Media Player (WMP). This can be accessed from Start > All Apps (All Programs in
Windows 7 and earlier) > Windows Media Player. This is the stock media player that is supplied with
Windows.

1. This guide's steps refer to WMP 12. Other versions of the software will also work, but button
locations may vary.

3.

Press the Burn button on the right. This opens a panel on the right to create a burn list.



4.

Drag and drop audio files into the burn list. The files will need to be a filetype supported by WMP
(.mp3, .mp4, .wav, .aac, are among the most common). When burned to a CD, the software will transcode
the files to a lossless format.

1. Audio CDs are limited to an 80 minute playtime. This is an industry standard set by manufacturers.
This means that the number of songs you can fit onto the CD will vary depending on the length of
the track.

2. CD packaging may also mention a 700MB capacity, but this measurement is used for making data
CDs. A data CD works like a storage device and can only be read by computers.

5.

Click the menu in the Burn panel. This opens a menu with different burn options. Select 'Audio CD'
from the menu.



6.

Press the 'Start Burn' button. The CD burn process will begin. After completion the disc will eject
automatically and be ready for playback.

1. If you cancel the burn process or it fails you will need to use a new CD to try again.

Score
0 / 0

Method 1 Quiz

What is the difference between an audio CD and a data CD?

Data CDs can only support .wav and .aac files.

Nope! Whether you make an audio CD or a data CD, you can fit any WMP file. This includes .wav, .aac, .mp3,
and .mp4 among others. Guess again!

Audio CDs have less storage for music than data CDs.

Not exactly! Both types of CD have the same storage capacity. However, if you're making an audio CD, the
storage is measured in minutes, and if you're making a data CD, your storage is measured by megabytes. There's
a better option out there!

Data CDs can only be read by computers.

Correct! If you make an audio CD, you can use it on a computer or other music playing devices that accept CDs.
If you make a data CD, you can only access the files on a computer. Read on for another quiz question.

Want more quizzes?
Keep testing yourself!



Method 2 of 3:

Burning an Audio CD with iTunes

1.

Open iTunes. This can be accessed in Applications > iTunes or from the application dock. On Windows
you can launch from Start > All Apps (All Programs on Windows 7 and earlier) > iTunes. This is the
stock media player that is supplied with OSX, but is very common across platforms due to the popularity
of Apple mobile devices.

1. This guide's steps refer to iTunes 12. Other versions of the software will also work, but button
locations may vary.

2.

Create a playlist. Go to File > New > Playlist, enter a name for the playlist, then drag and drop the
desired songs into it.



1. Make sure that the checkboxes on the left of each song remains checked. Only checked songs on the
playlist will be written to the disc.

3.

Ensure all the songs in the playlist are authorized for this computer. Songs purchased from the iTunes
store are linked to your iTunes account. Double-click each song to make sure it plays. If it is not
authorized, a popup will appear asking for the username/password of the iTunes account used to purchase
the song. Once that information is entered, the song will playback normally and be available for CD
burning.

1. iTunes limits a song to authorization on 5 different computers.

4.

Insert a blank CD into the disc drive. The computer will automatically recognize it as a blank disc.
1. You can check the compatibility of your disc drive in the 'Burn Settings' menu. If you see the drive

listed on the top, under 'Disc Burner', then it is compatible.



5.

Open the 'File' menu and select 'Burn Playlist to Disc'. This will open the 'Burn Settings' menu.

6.

Select 'Audio CD' from the format list. This will ensure that the CD will play on any regular CD player.
1. If you select 'Data' as the format, the CD will be used as file storage and will only be playable on

computers.
2. If you select 'MP3 CD' as the format, then you will need to use a CD player that is capable of

reading that format. This can be confusing because MP3 files are such a common format, but Audio
CD is the desired format for universal CD player support.



7.

Press the 'Burn' button. The CD burn process will begin. After completion the disc will eject
automatically and be ready for playback.

1. If you cancel the burn process or it fails you will need to use a new CD to try again.

Score
0 / 0

Method 2 Quiz

True or false: You can authorize a song in iTunes to 10 different computers.

True 

Nope! To protect music copyrighting, iTunes limits authorization to five different computers. On top of that, you
can only register a new iTunes account to your computer once every 90 days. Choose another answer!

False 

Yup! iTunes limits the number of computer authorizations to 5, so they can better protect music copyrights.
Apple is trying to prevent people from sharing music illegally. In addition, users can only authorize a new
iTunes account to a given computer once every 90 days. Read on for another quiz question.

Want more quizzes?
Keep testing yourself!

Method 3 of 3:

Using Other Free Software to Burn an Audio CD



1.

Pick the right software for you. If you do not want to use iTunes or WMP, there is a plethora of third-
party software out there. Perhaps you are dedicated to open-source software or just prefer the feature set of
another media player, or maybe you don't use your computer for music listening and have no need for a
media player at all.

1. When downloading any software, it is always best to get it from the original developer website. This
helps to ensure that the installer has not been tampered with or loaded with extra software or
malware. If a developer does not host the file for download on their own site, there is usually a list
of trusted mirrors to use instead.

2.

Try a different media player. VLC Media Player and Foobar2000 are two free media players that are
popular for their speed, customizability, and broad codec (filetype) support. Since these programs are still
media players, the process of burning an Audio CD will be very similar to using WMP or iTunes.

1. Foobar2000 is for Windows only.



3.

Try a dedicated burning program. InfraRecorder and IMGBurn are two free, no-nonsense burning
programs for those who do not need playback support. These programs boast a more comprehensive array
of burning options, like mixed mode, which allows user to create hybrid audio/data CDs.

1. Because these programs support more complex burning features, this options is recommended for
more advanced users or those who really don't want the extra weight of a media player.

2. Both InfraRecorder and IMGBurn are Windows-only. 'Burn' is a strong, simple option for Mac
users.

Score
0 / 0

Method 3 Quiz

Why should you try to download CD burning software from the original developer website?

If you get the software from other sites, you could get a virus.

Almost! Unfortunately, there are many third-party websites that insert malware into the software. If you
download the software you're looking for from one of these sites, you could end up with a virus. However, there
are other reasons that you should try to download CD burning software from the original developer website. Try
another answer...

Other websites might insert unharmful software into the download that you didn't ask for.

You're partially right! Third-party websites are not regulated or controlled by the original developer. Because of
this, they often insert extra software into the code that you may not want. This could include software that isn't
harmful to your computer, but that you didn't ask for and don't need. The extra software isn't necessarily a virus,
but it's still not desirable. Try again...

The original website will have safe and trustworthy downloads for the software.



You're not wrong, but there's a better answer! The original developer website is always the most trusted way to
download software. This is because many third-party sites alter the software in a way that you might not like or
want. Choose another answer!

All of the above.

Exactly! If you're going to use free software from an alternate online source, you should always use the original
website because it is the most trustworthy site to use. Third-party sites often alter the code by adding extra
software you don't need or inserting a virus. Read on for another quiz question.

Want more quizzes?
Keep testing yourself!

You finished reading the article "How to Burn Music to an Audio CD" edited by the TipsMake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles on
tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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