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How to block themes from changing iconson
Windows 11 screen

Applying a new theme in Windows 11 can instantly update the icons displayed on your computer. This article
will guide you to prevent themes from changing icons on the Windows screen.

Applying a new theme in Windows 11 can instantly update the look of your system, from wallpaper to colors to
icons displayed on your desktop. While these changes refresh your workspace, they can affect your previously
arranged desktop icons. This article will guide you on how to prevent themes from changing icons on your
Windows desktop.

Block themes from changing screen iconsin Settings

Step 1.

PressWindows + | to open Settings, then click on Personalization on the left and then click on Themes on the
right.

Find a setting Q
= Background
Background image, color, slideshow
£} Home
W system Colors
u Accent color, transparency effects, color tl
9 Bluetooth & devices
: / Themes
¥ Network & internet Install, create, manage

| # Personalization

s Dynamic Lighting
B Annc " Connected devices, effects, app settings

Step 2

Scroll down and click on Desktop icon settings .
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Related settings

= [ Desktop icon settings ] @

Contrast themes 5
Color themes for low vision, light sensitivity

Related support

Then anew dialog box appears as shown. To prevent themes from changing icons on the screen , uncheck
Allow themesto change desktop icons.

B Desktop Icon Settings X

Desktop Icons

Desktop icons
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How to block themes from changing desktop iconsvia Windows
Registry

Step 1.



We open Windows Registry on the computer, then access the path
HKEY_CURRENT_USERSoftwareMicrosoftWindowsCurrentVersionThemes

ﬁ Registry Editor = O X
File Edit View Favorites Help
Computer\HKEY_CURRENT _USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Themes
TaskFlow Name Type Data
TaskManager ab) (Default) REG_S7 (value not set)
> = Telephony %4 ColorSetFromTh.. REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
é'a”ager ab]CurrentTheme  REG SZ CA\Users\Del\AppDa
% i ab) InstallVisualStyle.. REG_SZ NormalColor
HighContrast . ! .
. ab||nstallVisualStyle.. REG_SZ NormalSize
> History ’ -
Personalize 4 “_f.kjLastl—.ighContrast... REG_EXPAND_SZ ZeSystemRoot¥%\resol
N UFH b SetupVersion REG_SZ 10
» UnifiedConsent 5| ThemeChangesD... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
> Uninstall %5 ThemeChanges.. REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
UserLogonTracing s WallpaperSetFro.. REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)

UserOnboarding

WindowProperties
WAnA i anilat

Look to theright and click on the ThemeChangesDesktopl cons value.

vare\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Themes

Name Type Data
{F;J (Default) REG_S5Z (value not set)
‘-’_-'}]ColorSetFromTh.‘. REG_DWORD 0»00000001 (1)
{F;JCurrentTheme REG_SZ Ch\Users\Dell\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows...
“_F"Jlns‘[all\fisuaIStyle‘.. REG_SZ NormalColor
“_F'\JlnstaIIVisuaIStyle‘.. REG_S7Z NormalSize
I ﬂ_"] LastHighContrast.. REG_EXPAND_SZ ZeSystemRoot%e\resources\Ease of Access Themes\...

ab|SetupVersion REG_SZ 10
0x00000001 (1)
0x00000001 (1)

0x00000001 (1)

4 ThemeChangesDesktoplcons fR

‘-’_'gi]WaIIpaperSetFro‘.. REG_DWORD

Step 2:

User sets price data to 0 so that the theme cannot change the desktop icon. Set 1 if you want the theme to
change the desktop icon.



File Ebdit View Favorites Help

Computer\HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Themes

. -[1 TaskFlow || Name Type Data
Edit DWORD (32-bit) Value X B (value not s
WORD 0x00000001
Value name: 7 CA\Users\De
ThemeChangesDesktoplcons 7 NormalColc
Value dgta: Base E NormalSize
0 L‘ ) Haxadeacimal KPAND_SZ %SystemRo

N () Decimal K 10
WORD 0x00000001
Cancel WORD 0x00000001
WORD 0x00000001
7 UserOnboarding
- WindowProperties \H

Block changing Windows 11 desktop icons via Group Policy

Step 1.

You enter gpedit.msc in the Run dialog box interface to access.

= Run X

—  Type the name of a program, folder, document, or
L= Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

Open: | gpedit.msc| v|

Cancel Browse...

Step 2

Next, we aso access the path User Configuration > Administrative Templates > Control Panel >
Per sonalization .



=[ Local Computer Policy|
v Computer Configuration
> (] Software Settings

Select an item to view its description.  Name

> [ Windows Settings & Compu
> [ Administrative Templates 'ﬁUser Cc

v 4#, User Configuration
> [] Software Settings
> [] Windows Settings
~ || Administrative Templates
~ || Control Panel
= Add or Programs

| Display
" Personalization
| Printers

| Programs

» 7] Reaional and Lanauaae O

Step 3.

To prevent changing icons on the computer after installing the theme, we click on Prevent changing desktop
icons.

asscription.  Setting

\i2] Prevent changing color scheme Not
\iz] Prevent changing theme Not
|i=] Prevent changing visual style for windows and buttons Not
\iz] Enable screen saver Not
|E=] Prohibit selection|of visual style font size Not
\iz| Prevent changing color and appearance Not
i-| Prevent changing desktop background Not
= Not
\iz| Prevent changing screen saver Not
\iz) Prevent changing sounds Not
|i=] Password protect the screen saver Not
Then you select Enabled to activate.
& prevent changing desktop icons
@ Prevent changing desktop icons Previous Setting MNext Setting

O Not Configured Comment:

© Enabled
O Disal

Supported O || vt Windows 2000
Options: Help:

| | | Prevents users from changing the desktop icons.



Restart your computer for the changes to take effect.

In case theicon on the screen has been changed after installing the theme, we need to access the Themes
section in Settings and then click Restore Default .

B Desktop lcon Settings X

Desktop Icons

Desktop icons

Computer B Recycle Bin
[ JUser's Files (] Control Panel
[ | Network
| Ly’
- I
This PC User Network Recycle Bin
(full)
Lo
Recycle Bin
(empty)
Change lcon... Restore Default

B Allow themes to change desktop icons

OK Cancel Apply

Y ou finished reading the article "How to block themes from changing icons on Windows 11 screen” edited by
the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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