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How to Add Oil to a Hydraulic Jack

A hydraulic jack is adevice used to lift heavy objects, usually cars or trucks. The system works by using oil to
grease the internal mechanism. If you've just bought a new jack, it won't have any oil in it and you'll have to fill
it....

Part 1 of 2;

Filling the Jack with Oil

wiki

Position the jack on flat, level ground. This prevents the jack from rolling while you work on it. It also
keeps the ail level so you can fill the chamber accurately.[l]
1. Also placethe jack somewhere that can get dirty, just in case you spill some ail. If you don't want
oil in your driveway, try doing this in the street.
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Open therelease valve. Thislowersthe jack so you can access the filler plug. Different jacks may have
different release mechanisms. On some jacks, turning the handle counterclockwise lowers the press. On
others, you have to press arelease valve in a different spot.[z]

1. If you're unsure how your jack releases, consult your owner's manual.

2. Keep the release valve open while you work.

Removethe cover plateif your jack has one. Depending on your jack model, there may be a cover plate
that protects the jack's internal mechanism. Remove any screws holding this cover in place. Then lift the

cover off.[3]
1. Depending on the type of jack you have, the cover plate might come off entirely or just lift up. If the

plate comes off, keep it in a safe place so you don't lose it.
2. Usually these screws require a Phillips head screwdriver, but check your particular model to see

what type of screwdriver you need.



3. Don't lose the screws you remove. Keep them in a safe place so you can put the cover back on later.

Wipethe area around thefiller port plug. Thefiller port iswhere you will pour the oil. To prevent
contamination, use arag and clean off the area around the filler plug. This keeps dirt out of the oil
reservoir.[4]
1. If your jack isold and thereisalot of caked on dirt around the fill plug, try spraying a hose or
pressure washer to remove the gunk first.

Remove thefiller port plug. This plug is undernesth the cover plate on most jacks. Depending on your
jack model, the plug might unscrew or just pop out. If it is ascrew type, use a screwdriver and turn
cour[1t§ercl ockwise to remove the plug. If it pops out, insert aflathead screwdriver under the plug and lift it
out.[®

1. If you can't locate the filler port, check the owner's manual for your jack.



2. Be careful not to damage the plug when you remove it. If it doesn't come out easily, stop and
reassess what you're doing. Don't force it out.

Fill the reservoir with hydraulic jack oil. Pour until the il isjust below the lower rim of thefill hole,
then stop. Wipe away any excess oil on the rim before replacing the plug.[6]

1. Useafunnel to avoid spills.
2. Do not use any other type of oil besides hydraulic jack oil. Motor oil or brake fluid will not work.

Replace thefiller plug. Either push the plug back into the hole or screw it back in by turning it clockwise.
After the plug isin place, follow the procedure to bleed air out of the hydraulic system.[7]
1. Do not replace the cover plate yet. You still need to bleed the air from the mechanism before
moving on, and the cover plate will get in the way.
2. Depending on the jack model, you may also have to keep thefill plug out while you bleed the air.
Consult your owner's manual for the correct process.



Part 2 of 2;

Bleeding the Air

Confirm that therelease valve is open. The release valve should still be open from when you filled the
jack with oil, but double check. Open the release mechanism completely to lower the jack. Leave the
release valve open while bleeding the ai r.8]
1. The bleeding process isimportant because air can build up in the hydraulic system while you change
the oil. If air isin the system, the jack won't rise properly and could even collapse. Bleeding the jack
removes the air and makes the jack function correctly.

Pump the handle quickly 10-15 times with the release valve open. This pushes air out of the jack
system. With the release valve open, the jack shouldn't rise while you pump. If it starts rising, double



check to make sure the release valve is open.[®)]
1. Some jack models have different variations on how to bleed the air. Check with your owner's
manual to seeif your model uses a different method.

Close therelease valve and test the jack. Turn the handle clockwise to close the release valve, then
ur]np the jack. It should rise in smooth, even motions. Pump it all the way to the top and then release it.
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1. If thejack isjerky or doesn't rise to the top, there is probably still air in the system. Repeat the
bleeding procedure in this case.

Replace the cover plate. With the process done, you can now reinstall all the pieces you removed. Put the
cover plate back in place and screw it in with the screws you removed before.[11]

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Add Oil to a Hydraulic Jack" edited by the TipsM ake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on
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tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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