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How to access WindowsApps folder on Windows 10
and Windows 87

When downloading and installing an application from the Windows Store, by default Windows will use the
WindowsApps folder located in C: Program Files to store all the installation files of the application you install.
By default the WindowsApps folder is hidden and users cannot access and use it when needed. And whenever
you open the folder, on the screen you will get an error message: Y ou don't currently have permission to access
thisfolder.

When downloading and installing an application from the Windows Store, by default Windows will use the
WindowsApps folder located in "C: Program Files' to store al the installation files of the application you install.
By default the WindowsA pps folder is hidden and users cannot access and use it when needed. And whenever
you open the folder, on the screen you will get an error message: "You don't currently have permission to access
thisfolder" .

WindowsApps X

| You don't currently have permission to
"~ access this folder.
Click Continue to perm EHénilj.,- g;et;..acn:r:s-s. to this
folder.

@ Continue Cancel

Also al installed Store app data and settings are stored on the computer at:

"% USERPROFILE% AppDatalocal PackagesPackageFulIName"

However, the AppDatafolder is aso hidden and you will have to activate it to be able to view the contentsin the
folder.

Overview:

- All Windows Store applications are stored under the following link on the computer:
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% ProgramFiles% WindowsA pps (usually: C: Program FileswindowsA pps)

- All Windows Store Apps Datafiles for each user account are stored at:

%  USERPROFILE%  AppDataLocalPackages (usually: C: Users%  UserName%
AppDatal ocal Packages

In case, if you want to access the WindowsA pps folder to view and edit some settings, you can refer to the steps
in the following article of Network Administrator.

How to assign folder permissions” C: Program FileswindowsApps' ?

Step 1: Activate hidden folders and files on Windows

By default, the "C: Program FileswindowsApps' folder is hidden, so the first step is to enable it to view hidden
folders and files. To do this thing:

1. Right-click the Start button and select Control Panel.
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Contrj Panel

File Explorer
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2. On the Control Panel window, set the View by item to Small icons.
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3. Open the File Explorer Options window (on Windows 7 and 8 as Folder Options).
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4. In the File Explorer Options window, at the View tab, select Show hidden files,

click OK .

folders and drives, then
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Step 2: Backup permission to access current WindowsApps folder

Before performing the steps to change permissions to access the default WindowsApps folder, you will first have
to back up the permissions to allow access to the default folder to avoid bad cases.

To backup folder access"C: Program FilesWindowsApps":

1. Right-click the Start button, then select Command Prompt (Admin) .
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2. On the Control Panel window, enter the following command and press Enter:

icacls "% ProgramFiles% WindowsApps' / save WindowsA pps.ac

The above command will save all permissions of the folder " C: ProgramsFileswindowsApps " and the file
named "WindowsApps.acl” will be stored in the C: WindowsSystem32 directory.

Note:
If an error occurs after changing the permissions of the directory, you can restore the original permissions by

entering the following command into the Command Prompt window:

icacls "% ProgramFiles%" / restore WindowsA pps.acl
Step 3: Assign folder permissions” C: Program FileswindowsApps'

In the instructions below, Network Administrator will guide you how to assign Read Only permissions and how
to assign Full Access permissions to the WindowsA pps fol der.

Part 1. Assign Read Only permissions on the WindowsApps folder



1. Open Windows Explorer, then double click to open the™ C: Program Files" folder.

2. Next, double-click the WindowsA pps folder and then click Continue.

WindowsApps

| Youdon't currently have permission to
== access this folder.
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Click Continue to permanently get access to this
folder.

—"' & Continue Cancel

3. On the next window, click the link security tab .

WindowsApps

| You have been denied permission to
access this folder.
Www.wintips.org
To gain access to this folder you will need to use the
security tab.

w

Close

4. Select the Security tab , then click Advanced.



WindowsApps Properties

General ElwngF'ram Versions Customize

Object name:  C:\Progrem Fles"WindowsApps

o You must have Read pemissions to view the properties of this
object.
Click Advanced to continue.
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For spacial parmissions or advanced settings, Advanced
click Advanced.

OK | Cance || ook

5. Inthe Owner section, click the link Change.




Advanced Security Settings for WindowsApps

Name: C\Program Files\WindowsApps

Owner: Unable to display current owner. G Change

Permissions Auditing Effective Access \

o\"ou must have Read permissions to view the properties of this object.

Click Continue to attempt the operation with administrative permissions.
s Continue
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6. Add your wuser account (username) (such as Admin) or Microsoft account (such as
yourusername@hotmail.com) to the Enter the object nameto select box and then click OK .

Select User or Group

Selact this obiect type:
User, Group, or Built-in securty principal
From this location:

DESKTOP-LG2RS47 L |
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Enter the object name to select (zxamples):

Adrmin Check Names

Advanced.. = OK Cancel

7. Click OK => OK to exit the Security settings window.

|| Object Types...




Advanced Security Settings for WindowsApps = x

Mame CA\Program Files\WindowsApps
Owner: Admin (DESKTOP-LQ2RS4T\Admin)
E Replace owner on subcontainers and objects

Integrity levek  Low Mandatory Level
Permissions Auditing Effective Access

For additional information, deuble-click 2 permission entry. Te modify a permission entry, select the entry and click Edit (if available).

Permission entries:

Type  Prncipal Accesd ! L I O Rl from Applies to A
B2 Allow  Trustedinstaller Full control MNone This folder and subfolders
= Allow 5-1-15-3-1024-3635283841-2.. Read & execute MNone This folder, subfolders and files
‘\’, Allow SYSTEM Read, write & execute MNone This folder only
‘.! Allow SYSTEM Full control MNone Subfolders and files only
BR Allow  Administrators (DESKTOP-LQ... Read & execute MNone This folder, subfolders and files

BR Allow LOCAL SERVICE Traverse / execute Mone This folder only

- [o%_] [ o | [0y
8. From now on you can access the WindowsA pps folder, the next time you click Continue when notified.
Part 2: Assign Full Access permissionsto folder C: Program FileswindowsApps
1. Right-click the Start button => Command Prompt (Admin).

2. On the Command Prompt window enter the following command and press Enter:

takeown / F "% ProgramFiles% WindowsA pps’
Note:

The above command will assign the ownership of the "C: ProgramFileswindowsApps' directory to the current
login user account.

3. Next enter the following statement into:

icacls "% ProgramFiles% WindowsApps' / grant "% usernameo”: F
Note:

The above command will assign Full Control permission to the "C: ProgramFileswindowsApps" directory for
the current login user account.

4. Finally, assign the WindowsApps directory ownership, return to the Trustedinstaller account using the
command:

icacls "% ProgramFiles% WindowsApps' / setowner "NT ServiceTrustedlnstaller”

5. From now on you can have full access to the WindowsApps folder.



Refer to some of the following articles:

1. What isthe 'System Volume Information’ folder, and can this folder be deleted?
1. Instructions for fixing Access Denied errors during file or folder access on Windows
1. How to enable/ disable the Security tab of files and folders on Windows?

Good luck!

Y ou finished reading the article "How to access WindowsApps folder on Windows 10 and Windows 87"
edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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