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Guideto correcting underexposed photos using
Photoshop

Insufficient lighting causes photos to lose sharpness and reduces overall quality. However, with Photoshop, you
can easily improve brightness without |osing important details.

This article will guide you on how to correct underexposed photos using Photoshop with tools such as Curves,
Levels, and Shadows/Highlights.

The ssimplest way to fix underexposed photos.

Let's say we have a dark image like the one below; now Free Download will use Photoshop to make the image
look brighter.
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Sep 1. First, duplicate theimage layer. Thisis a habit you should develop before attempting any other
techniques. To duplicate alayer, pressthe Ctrl + J key combination.
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Sep 2: The next step issimply to click on Image > select Adjustment > then select Shadows/Highlightsto
adjust the brightness of the dark areas.



Sep 3: Next, we can fine-tune the Shadows with an Amount value of 35% , but of course, you can adjust it to

suit your image.

Image lager  Type Select Filter 3D

Shift+Ctrl+L
st Alt+Shift+Ctrl+L

Shift+Ctrl+B
Image Size... Alt+Ctrl+l
Canvas Size... Alt+Ctrl+C

Image Rotation
Crop

Trim...

Reveal All

Duplicate...
Apply Image...
Calculations...

Variables
Apply Data Set...

Trap...

Analysis

Taimienphiwn-Recovered.ped @ 100°% [Taimienphi_1 copy, RGE/E) *

Shadows/Highlights

Window Help

MNorrral

Brightness/Contrast...
Levels... Ctrl+L
Curves... Ctri+M

Exposure... G!a imien EhT!
Vibrance... I
Hue/Saturation... Ctrl+U
Color Balance... Ctri+B
Black & White... Alt+5Shift+Ctrl+B

Photo Filter...
Channel Mixer...
Color Lookup...

Invert Ctrl+l
Posterize...

Threshold...

Gradient Map...

Selective Color...

Shadows/Highlights...
HDR Toning..

Desaturate Shift+Ctrl+U

Asaresult, you'll seethe pictureisalittle brighter than it was initially, right?



Taimienphivn-Recoversd.ped @ 1000 (Taimsenphi 1 copy, RGEVE) *

Sep 4. Using Curves, press Ctrl + M and drag as shown in the image. It doesn't need to be perfectly curved,
and you can adjust it to your liking at this step.

Result:



Taimienphivn-Recoversd.ped @ 100°% [Taiméenphi_1 copy, RGB/E) *

Sep 5: Next, go back to Image > select Adjustments > select Levels, or use the shortcut Ctrl + L for quick
access.

Levels... Crrl+L
Ctrl+M

Auto Tone Shift+Ctrl+L

Auto Contrast Alt+Shift+Ctrl+L
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Sep 6: Here, to adjust the brightness, select the section as shown below, then drag it from right to left to adjust.

Taimienphivn-Recovened.ped @ 100°% (Taimsenphi_1 copy, RGESE) *
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Thefinal result is that your image is much brighter than it was initially.



Taimienphilvn-Recoversd.ped @ 100°% [Taiméenphi_1 copy. RGE/E)

Let's compare the before and after edits:

Taimienphivn-Recovered.pad @ 100% (Tamienphi_1 copy, RGRSE

If you're using RAW images, editing is easier thanks to the complete color data. However, even with JPEG
images, you can still improve brightness by adjusting Shadows/Highlights, Levels, or Curves. To avoid noise
after brightening, apply Noise Reduction to maintain the best quality. When editing, you need to be flexible
depending on the lighting characteristics of each image to achieve optimal results. With these tips, you can
confidently fix underexposed photos in Photoshop more professionally.

Y ou finished reading the article "Guide to correcting under exposed photos using Photoshop™ edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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