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Few-Shot Learning Technigue

Teach the Al ??new patterns by providing examples. Mastering the technique makes prompts significantly more
reliable.

Teach the Al ??new patterns by providing examples. Mastering the technique makes prompts significantly more
reliable.

The most power ful technique

In the previous lesson, we explored roles and personalities. Now, let's build on that foundation. If | could only
teach you one advanced technique, it would be this one.

Few-shot |earning—providing examples of what you want—is incredibly effective. It often solves problems that
no tutorial could fix. It transforms inconsistent outputs into reliable ones. It alows you to teach Al custom
formats, styles, and logic that it wasn't explicitly trained for.

And most people don't use it. Instead, they write longer instructions.

This lesson will show you how to use examples correctly.

What isfew-shot learning?

Thisterm originates from Machine Learning :

1. Zero-shot : Provides instructions only, without examples.
2. One-shot : Give one example
3. Few-shot : Provide 2-5 examples

In fact, 'few-shot prompting’ means including input examples — the output representing the pattern you want.
Zero-shot:

Phan 1 0?i tin nh?n khach hang sau ?ay la Tich c?c, Tiéu c?c ho?c Trung | ?
p. Tin nh?n: 'S?n ph?m b? h? h?ng khi nh?n ???c va khéng ai giup toéi'.

Few-shot:
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Phan 1 0?i tin nh?n khach hang la Tich c?c, Tiéu c?c ho?c Trung | ?p. Vi d?
Tin nh?n: ' Téi thich s?n ph?mnay! ?ay la ndon ?? nua t?t nh?t toéi t?

ng mua trong n?mnay.' Phan lo?i: Tich c?c Tin nh?n: 'T?m ???

c, khéng cbé gi ??c bi?t nh?ng ho?t ??ng t?t." Phan |o?i: Trung | ?p Tin nh?

n: '?a ??i 3 tu?n ma v?n ch?a nh?n ???c hang. Th?t kinh kh?ng.' Phéan |o0?

i: Tiéu c?c Bay gi?, hady phan |1o? tin nh?n nay: Tin nh?n: 'S?n ph?m b? h?
h?ng khi nh?n ???c va khdéng ai giup toi.

The shorter, less-than-perfect version is much more reliable. The Al ??recognizes the pattern, matches the
format, and produces consistent results.

Why are examples better than instructions?

Instructions for the Al ??on what to do. An example to illustrate this.

And illustrations are better than words for the same reason as with people. When you say ‘write in an informal
tone, that's subjective. Y our informal tone and someone else's can be different.

But what if you give three examples of your usual tone of voice? Artificia intelligence (Al) will automatically
adjust to exactly what you really mean.

These are effective examples because they:

1. Reduce ambiguity - No need for explanation

2. Formatting settings - Al accurately mimics the structure.
3. Set thetone- Your voiceisillustrated

4. Exception handling - Shows how to handle complex inputs

Structure of good examples

Not al examples are created equal. Here are the elements that make examples effective:

1. Actual input

Use examples that 1ook like the real data you will be processing.

Bad : Thetest datalooks fake.

??u vao: "Tin nh?n th? nghi ?m ? ?ay" ??u ra: "Ph?n h?i th? nghi?nf

Good : Real-life representative cases

??u vao: "Chao, t6i ?& ??t ??n hang #4521 tu?n tr??c nh?ng tr?ng thai hi?

n th? la ?ang ch? x? ly?" ??u ra: "Truy v?n tr?ng thai ??n hang - ??
n hang #4521 - M?c ?? ?u tién: Binh th??ng"



2. Diver se cases

Show the diversity to teach the entire pattern, not just one case.
If you're categorizing emotions, include:

1. Clearly positive

2. Clearly negative

3. Ambiguous/Neutral

4. A mixture (both positive and negative elements)

If extracting data, include:

1. Full information
2. Incomplete information
3. Missing required fields

3. Consistent formatting

Each example should follow the same format. Al learns patterns from consistency.
Bad : Inconsistent formatting

??u vao: "S?n ph?mtuy?t v?i!" ? C?mxuac tich c?c Théng ?i ?p: To6i ghét ph?
i ch? ??i Phéan | o? = Tiéu c?c

Good : Consistent structure

??u vao: "S?n ph?mtuy?t v?i!" Phan |o?i: Tich c?c ??u vao: "Toéi ghét ph?
i ch? ??i" Phé&n |o?i: Tiéu c?c

4. Exceptions

Include at least one example of handling a complex case.

For sentiment analysis, you can display it asfollows:

??u vao: "S?n ph?mt?t nh?ng v?n chuy?n t?" Phan |o?i: H?n h?p Ly lu?
n: Tich c?c v? s?n ph?m tiéu c?c v? v?n chuy?n

This teaches the Al ?2what to do when the input doesn't clearly match.,

How many examples should beincluded?

Quick check : Before we continue, do you remember the main concept we just learned? Try to explain it in your
own words before we move on.

Research and practical experience converge on the following points:

For example When should it be used?



|1-2 |S| mple tasks, formatted presentation.

]3-5 ]For most tasks, the optimal point for reliability.
]6-10 ]Complex patterns, many exceptions

|10+ Rarely needed, benefits diminish.

The more examples you have, the more space they occupy in the context window. After 5-6 examples, you'll
generally get better results by improving the quality of the examples rather than increasing the number.

Few-Shot Template

Thisisardiable structure:

[MOT? NHI?M V?] G ?i thich ng?n g?n nh?ng gi b?n mu?n. [VIi D?] --- ??

u vao: [vi d? ??u vao 1] ??ura: [vi d? ??2ura 1] --- ??u vao: [vi d? ??
uvao 2] ??ura: [vi d? ??ura 2] --- ??u vao: [vi d? ??u vao 3] ??

ura: [vi d? ??2ura 3] --- [YEU C?U TH?C T?] Bay gi?, hdy x? |y nh?ng ?i?

u sau: ??u vao: [??u vao th?c t? c?a b?n] ??u ra:

The 'Output:' section at the end signalsto the Al ?2to respond in the same format.

Example: Product classification

Construct a short question (no training required) to classify e-commerce products.
Task : Classify productsinto departments based on their titles.
Start simple (zer o-shot) :

Hay phan | o0?i s?n ph?m nay vao danh nf’c: "Tai nghe ch?ng ?
n khéng day Sony WH 1000XMb"

This approach might work, but the results will vary. "Electronics'? "Audio"? "Headphones'? " Technology"?

M or e examples (few-shots) :

Phan 1 o0?i s?n ph?m vao ?4ang danh n?c. Cac danh nfc hi ?n cé: ?i?n t?, ??
gia d?ng & Nha b?p, Q?n 4o, Th? thao & Ngoai tr?i, Sach, ?? ch? & Tro ch
?i --- S?n ph?m "N?i &4p su?t ?i?n Instant Pot Duo 7 trong 1" Danh nfc: ??
gia d?ng & Nha b?p S?n ph?m "G ay ch?y b?

Ni ke Revol ution 6 danh cho nam' Danh nfc: Qu?n ao S?n ph?m "My ?7?c sach
?21?n t? Kindle Paperwhite 16GB3" Danh nf’c: ?i?n t? S?n ph?m "B? | ?

p rap LEGO Star Wars M || enni um Fal con" Danh nfc: ?? ch?i & Tro ch?

i --- Bay gi? hay phan lo?i: S?n ph?m "Tai nghe khéng day ch?ng ?

n Sony WH 1000XMb" Danh nfc:

Now, Al knows exactly which categories to use and how to format the answers. Consistent, every time.



The Few-Shot Method for Capturing Styleand Tone

Examples are particularly effective in demonstrating tone of voice. Instructions like "speak professionally but in
afriendly manner" are rather vague. Examples make it more specific.

B?n ?ang vi?t th? tr? | ?i khach hang. Hay vi?

t theo phong céach nay: --- Khach hang: "??n hang c?a téi ?au?" Ph?n h?

i: "Tdi hoan toan hi?u vi?c ch? ??i th?t khé ch?u! ?? t6i ki?

mtra ngay cho b?n. S? ??n hang c?a b?n la gi?" Khach hang: "S?n ph?m nay b
? h?ng sau nPt ngay." Ph?n h?i: "? khéng, ?i?u ?6 ch?c ch?n khdéng ?

n. Chung to6i s? kh?c ph?c v?n ?? nay. B?n c6 th? g?i cho téi nPt b?c ?

nh nhanh v? v?n ?? ?6 khdng? T6i s? g?i s?n ph?mthay th? cho b?n s?m nh?

t co th?." Khach hang: "Cac b?n c6 gi ao hang qu?c t? khéng?" Ph?n h?

i: "Co! Th?i gian giao hang khac nhau tuy thu?c vao ??a ?i ?m —t h??

ng la 7-14 ngay ??i v?i ??n hang qu?c t?. Cac b?n ?ang gi ao hang ??n qu?

Cc gia c? th? nao?" --- Bay gi? hay tr? |?i: Khach hang: "Tdi c6 th? thay ??
i ??a ch? giao hang khéng?" Ph?n h?i:

Artificial intelligence (Al) now has a specific model of your voice—comfortable, helpful, action-oriented. It will
precisely match that style.

Common mistakes

1. Error 1: The examplesdon't match thereal data . Your examples only show simple cases, but the real
datais more complex. The Al ?won't know how to handle that complexity.

2. Error 2: Inconsistent formatting between examples. Al learns from patterns. Inconsistencies will cause
confusion.

3. Error 3: All examples are of the sametype. If al examples are positive cases, the Al ??may struggle
with negative cases.

4. Error 4: Examplesaretoo long. Overly long examples lose context. Keep them concise—just enough to
illustrate the pattern, no more.

Key pointsto remember

Few-shot learning means teaching by showing examples — often more effective than lengthy instructions.
3-5 examples typically achieve the optimal balance between scope and effectiveness.

Good examples should be practical, diverse, consistent, and include exceptions.

Format the examplesidentically — that pattern is what the Al ??2earns.

End with 'Output:’ to prepare the Al ??to match your format.
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Y ou finished reading the article "Few-Shot L earning Technique" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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