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Distinguish local accounts and Microsoft accountson
Windows 8

Windows 8 integrates more Microsoft services than previous Windows versions. When creating a user account
on the computer, you will be asked to use a Microsoft account. This account is different from the usual local
account. The article will explain the differences between these two types of accounts and their functions

TipsMake.com - Windows 8 integrates more Microsoft services than previous Windows versions. When
creating a user account on the computer, you will be asked to use a Microsoft account. This account is different
from the usual local account. The article will explain the difference between these two types of accounts and
their functions on Windows 8.

Microsoft accounts provide extremely useful synchronization features even for desktop users. However, a
Microsoft account is not required if you stick to a Windows desktop, you can continue to use a local user
account on your computer without any problems.

Microsoft accounts offer extremely useful synchronization features even for desktop users. However, desktop
users are not required to own a Microsoft account and can continue to use a local account on the machine
without any problems.

(© Add a user

There are two options for signing in:

Microsoft account
Signing in to PCs with your email address lets you:
» Download apps from Windows Store.

« Get your online content in Microsoft apps automatically.

= Sync settings online to make PCs look and feel the same—like your browser history, accc
picture, and color.

What isa Microsoft account?

Microsoft accounts are a new way of calling Microsoft 's online accounts system, Windows Live ID, Microsoft
Passport and Microsoft Wallet .

If you've ever registered for a Hotmail account or Windows Live ID, it's a Microsoft account. Existing Microsoft
accounts are also available for Microsoft services, including Xbox Live, Windows Phone and Zune.

Although most Microsoft accounts will be associated with an @ hotmail.com, @ outlook.com or @ live.com
email address, you can also create a Microsoft account associated with any email address. For example, a
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Microsoft account linked to a Gmail address (@ gmail.com).

Benefits from using Microsoft accounts

When using a Microsoft account, users will be able to synchronize some settings on the PC between their
different computers. Options to control synchronization settings are in the PC Settings application. DI mouse to
the bottom or top right corner of the screen, select Settings charm and select More PC Settings at the end of the
Settings frame to open the setting.

There are many settings here like App settings that only apply to previous Metro style apps. Other sync options,
such as avatars, wallpapers and taskbar configurations, are useful for users who own multiple Windows-based
computers. After setting up Windows for a machine, those settings will be synchronized between all computers
that are logged in with a Microsoft account. In addition, the password can aso be synchronized.
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Users can access the Windows Store with a local account but will have to register a Microsoft account if they
want to download the application. Although Windows Store only alows download of Metro applications, if you
only use desktop applications, this restriction will not affect.



Add your Microsoft account

Password

Many Metro applications will not work unless the user logs in with a Microsoft account. If you are using a local
account, you will have to register for a Microsoft account if you want to use the included applications such as
Mail, Calendar, People, Messaging and SkyDrive.

Add your Microsoft account

We'll save this info so you can use your account with Mail, Calendar, People and Messaging.

Email address

Password

Select a Microsoft account or local account

You can switch between a Microsoft account and a local account from the PC Settings application. Use the
Switch option to a local account or Switch to a Microsoft account under username.

In addition, we can also add users through the option Add a user . Each additional account can be a Microsoft
account or alocal account.

Click the More account settings online link to manage the Microsoft account security settings in the web
browser.
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To create a local account, use the Sign in without a Microsoft account link at the bottom of the Add a user
dialog box.

Add a user

What email address would this person like to use to sign in to Windows? (If you know the email
address they use to sign in to Microsoft services, enter it here.)

When you sign in to Windows with a Microsoft account, you can:
* Download apps from Windows Store.
= Get your online content in Microsoft apps automatically.

= Sync settings online to make PCs look and feel the same-this includes settings like browser
favorites and history.

After clicking on this link, you will have to click the Local account option again. Even after clicking Sign in
without a Microsoft account , the Microsoft account option is still highlighted. Microsoft obviously wants you
to create a Microsoft account to use Windows 8 rather than alocal account.



(© Add a user

There are two options for signing in:

Microsoft account

Signing in to PCs with your email address lets you:
Download apps from Windows Store.,
Get your online content in Microsoft apps automatically.

Sync settings online to make PCs look and feel the same—like your browser history, accc
picture, and color.

Local account

Signing in with a local account means:

» You have to create a user name and account for each PC you use.

= You'll need a Microsoft account to download apps, but you can set it up later.
» Your settings won't be synced across the PCs that you use.
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Local accounts can be used normally after being created. Y ou will find limitations when trying to sync settings,
download Metro apps from the Windows Store or use certain Metro applications that require a Microsoft
account.

Add a user

The following user will be able to sign in to this PC.
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. Local account

Y ou finished reading the article "Distinguish local accounts and Microsoft accounts on Windows 8" edited by
the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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