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Determine the Windows version on the system

Do you know which version of Windows you are using? Although people often do not need to know exactly
which version of Windows you have installed, but the general information about the version of the operating
system you are running is very important.
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Everyone should know three things about the Windows version they have installed: the main version of
Windows (eg 10, 8, 7, etc.), the edition of that Windows version (eg Pro, Ultimate, etc) and whether the
Windows version is 64 bit or 32 bit.

If you don't know which version of Windows you're using, you won't know which software you can install,
which device driver to update - even if you don't know what to follow to get help!

Keep in mind that the icons on the taskbar and Start Menu items in the illustrations below may not be completely
accurate with what is on your computer. However, the structure and appearance of each Start button will be the
same, as long as you do not install a custom Start Menu.

How to view the version of Windows currently installed

1. Windows 10
2. Windows 8 or 8.1
3. Windows 7
4. Windows Vista
5. Windows XP

How to find Windows version by command

Although the images and information below are the best way to determine which version of Windows you're
running, that's not the only way. There is also a command you can run on the computer, displaying an About
Windows screen with the Windows version included in it.

It is really easy to do this regardless of the version of Windows you are running. The steps will be identical.

Just open the Run dialog box with the Windows + R shortcut (hold down the Windows key and then press R
once). When that dialog box appears, enter winver (short for Windows version).
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Windows 10

You have Windows 10 if you see a Start Menu like this when you click or tap the Start button from the desktop.
If you right-click on the Start Menu, you will see the Power User Menu.

The version of Windows 10 you have installed, as well as the system type (64 bit or 32 bit), can all be found
listed in the System applet, under the Control Panel section .



Windows 10 is the name given to Windows version 10.0 and is the latest Windows version. If you have a new
computer, there is a 99% chance you have Windows 10 installed. (Probably 99.9% closer!)

The Windows version number for Windows 10 is 10.0.

1. How to check the Windows 10 version on the computer

Windows 8 or 8.1

You have Windows 8.1 if you see the Start button on the bottom left of the screen and click it will take you to
the Start Menu.

You have Windows 8 if you don't see the Start button on the desktop.

Power User Menu when right-clicking on the Start button in Windows 10, is also available in Windows 8.1 (and
the same thing happens when right-clicking the corner of the screen in Windows 8).

The version of Windows 8 or 8.1 you are using, as well as information about the version of Windows 8 being
used is 32 bit or 64 bit, all found in Control Panel from System applet.

If you are not sure whether you are running Windows 8.1 or Windows 8, you will also see that information listed
in the System applet.

Windows 8.1 is the name given to Windows version 6.3 and Windows 8 as Windows 6.2 version.

Windows 7



You have Windows 7 if you see a Start Menu that looks like this when you click the Start button.

The Start button and Start Menu look very similar. However, the Start button in Windows 7 is completely in the
taskbar, unlike the Start button in Windows Vista.

Information about the version of Windows 7 you have, as well as whether it is a 64-bit or 32-bit version, is
available in the Control Panel from the System applet.

Windows 7 is the name given to Windows version 6.1.

Windows Vista

If you have Windows Vista if after clicking the Start button, you will see a Start Menu that looks like this.



As mentioned in the Windows 7 section above, both Windows versions have similar Start buttons and Start
Menu. One way to distinguish them is to look at the Start button. This button in Windows Vista is not the same
as in Windows 7. It extends above and below the taskbar.

Information about the version of Windows Vista you are using, as well as your version of Windows Vista is 32
bit or 64 bit, all available in the System applet (you can find it in Control Panel).

Windows Vista is the name given to Windows version 6.0.

Windows XP

You have Windows XP if the Start button includes the Windows logo as well as the word "Start". In newer
Windows versions, as you can see above, this button is just an icon (no text included).

Alternatively, the Start button in Windows XP is very different when compared to newer Windows versions. It is
horizontal and has a curved right edge. As seen above, the Start button in all versions has a circle or a square.

See more:

1. 4 ways to check Windows 10 system configuration details
2. How to check the DirectX version on Windows
3. Instructions on how to check the PHP version

You finished reading the article "Determine the Windows version on the system" edited by the TipsMake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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