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Create dualboot system with Windows 7 and 8 using
VHD

In the following article, we will show you how to create and use Virtual Hard Drive (VHD) to install and start
Windows 8 on aworking computer using Windows 7. Actually, in fact There are quite afew waysto do this, and
the way presented below is ssimple and easy to implement

TipsMake.com - In the following article, we will show you how to create and use Virtual Hard Drive
(VHD) to install and start Windows 8 on a working computer with Windows 7. Actually, there are
actually many waysto do this, and the way presented below isthe easiest and easiest to implement.

To create VHD , open Start Menu> Run and type diskmgmt.msc:

( = Run [é]ﬁ

= Typethe name of a program, folder, document, or Internet
rescurce, and Windows will open it for you.

Open: -

| ok || Cancel || Browse.

The main control panel of the MM C is displayed, along with Disk M anagement:
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=t Disk Management =HEC X |
File Action View Help
&% = H=|
Volume | La)rout| Type | File System | Status | Capacity | Free Space | % Free
o (C) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 93141 GE 87044GE 93 %
Cwr»>VID30Z<<< (H]  Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 93151 GB 33595GB 36 %
CwBackup (G) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 186289 GB 1289.50 GB 69 %
= Media (D:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 186289GB 363.03GE 19%
@ Mudge (F:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 93151 GB 80311GE 86 %
o System Reserved Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 100 MB 72 MB 12%
] 1 »
'}
-
Disk 0 |
Basic System Reserved || (C)
931.51 GB 100 MB NTFS 93141 GB NTFS E
Online Healthy (Systern, £ || Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Dump, Primary Partition)
Disk 1 ! |
Basic Media (D)
1863.02 GB 129 MB 1862.89 GB NTFS
Online Unallocated Healthy (Primary Partition)
Disk 2 I
B Unallocated [l Primary partition

Select Action menu > Create VHD:

=i Disk Management =NACE X
File | Action | View Help
éa = Refresh
Wolur Em s | Type | File System | Status | Capacity | Free Space | % Free
@ (] Create VHD Basic MTFS Healthy.. 93141 GB B87044GB 93 %
(=1 Attach VHD Basic NTFS Healthy .. 93151 GB 33595GBE 36%
wBa Basic NTFS Healthy ... 186289 GB 1289.50 GB 69 %
Mg Help Basic NTFS Healthy ... 1862.83GB 363.03GB 19 %
CoMudgeTFEy Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 93151 GBE 80311GB 86 %
Cw System Reserved Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 100 MB 72 MB 2%
4 LU L3
i
CaDisk 0 e
Basic System Reserved || (C2)
931..51 GB 100 ME NTFS 931.41 GB NTFS =
Online Healthy (System, ¢ | | Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Dump, Primary Partition) T
CiDisk 1 ! |
Basic Media (D:)
1863.02 GB 129 MB 1862.89 GB NTFS
Online Unallocated Healthy (Primary Partition)
4Disk 2 ]
Basic Backup (G2
1862.89 GB 1862.89 GB NTFS -
At P LT =
B Unallocated l Primary partition

Select the archive folder of the VHD file and set the required capacity (minimum of 20GB ), should choose
Fixed M ode to ensure performance:



Fa

Create and Attach Virtual Hard Disk

Specify the virtual hard disk location on the machine.

| s

Location:
C:Windows 8.vhd Browse...
Virtual hard disk: size: 20 BB

Virtual hard disk format
() Dynamically expanding

The size of this virtual hard disk expands to a fixed madmum size as
data iz saved to it. The disk size does not compact automatically
when data is deleted.

@ Fixed size (Recommended)

The virtual hard disk uses a fieed amount of space regardless of the
amount of the data stored on it. s default size is the maxdmum
amourt of space available on your physical hard disl.

| ok || cancel

The process of creating Windows VHD will begin, you can monitor through the MM C Status Bar :

Creating Virtual Disk... Ll | 17% |

When this is done, the newly created partition will be listed in the Disk Management list . At this point, you
need to prepare theinitial settings for this partition through the I nitialize Disk function :



=t Disk Management =NACE X
File Action View Help
e mHEIBS
Volume | Layout | Type | File Systerm | Status | Capacity | Free Space | % Free
o (C) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93141 GE 87044 GB 93 %
cw>»>VID30Z<<< (H:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 33595GB 36 %
= Backup (G:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 186289 GB 128950 GB 69 %
—w Media (Dz) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 1862.89 GB 363.03GB 19%
Ca Mudge (F) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 80311GB 86 %
= Systemn Reserved Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 100 MB 72 MB 2%
4 | [ | r
= i
i Disk 4 |
Basic Mudge (F)
931.51 GB 931.51 GB NTFS
Online Healthy (Primary Partition)
Disk 5 I |_
Unknown |
f\luolt:?n(iiti Initialize Disk )
Offline
\—L'ECD—I Detach VHD
D (FY . s
B Unall Properties
Help

Keep the partition format as MBR - Master Boot Record and click OK :

Initialize Disk S
You must inttialize a disk before Logical Disk Manager can access it.
Select disgks:

[w: Diisk: &

|Use the following partition style for the selected disks:

@ MBR (Master Boot Record)
(71 GPT {GUID Parttion Table)

Mote: The GPT partition style is not recognized by all previous versions of
Windows. It is recommended for disks larger than ZTB. or disks used on
ttanium-based computers.

| ok || Cancel

At the end of the process, we will have to create a volume on this partition, right-click on the black area and
select New Simple Volume:



=t Disk Management =NACE X
File Action View Help

e @ EEIBSE

Volume | Layout | Type | File Systerm | Status | Capacity | Free Space | % Free
o (C) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93141 GE 87044 GB 93 %
Cw>»>VID30Z<<< (H:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 33595GB 36 %
= Backup (G:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 186289 GB 128950 GB 69 %
—w Media (Dz) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 1862.89 GB 363.03GB 19%
Ca Mudge (F) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 80311GB 86 %
= Systemn Reserved Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 100 MB 72 MB 2%
4 | [ | r
= i
i Disk 4 |
Basic Mudge (F)
931.51 GB 931.51 GB NTFS
Online Healthy (Primary Partition)
Sl sk 5 — —
Basic Mew Simple Volume...
20'0_0 GB 2000 GE Mew Spanned Volume... E
Online Unalloc . )
Mew Striped Volume... |
New Mirrored Volume... r
=sCD-ROM 0 New RAID-5 Volume...
DVD (E:)
Properties i
B Unallocated Il Primary ¢
Help

The next options are displayed, you can leave the default options unchanged, change the Volume label to
Windows 8 for convenience, then click Next and Finish :

New Simple Volume Wizard Iﬁ

Format Partition
To store data on this partition, you must format it first.

Choose whether you want to format this volume, and if so, what settings you want to use.

(") Do not format this volume

@) Format this volume with the following settings:

File system: [NTFS v]
Allocation unit size: [De‘fault v]
Volume label: Windows 8

Perform a quick format

|| Enable file and folder compression

<Back | Ned> | | Cancel

And thisnew VHD file will have functions like areal hard drive:



' ™
ﬁ Disk Management [EIM
File Action View Help
e D EEERX S
Volume | Layoutl Type' File System I Status | Capacity | Free Spacel % Free
o (C) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93141 GE 87044 GB 93 %
Cw>»>VID30Z<<< (H:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 33595GB 36 %
= Backup (G:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 186289 GB 128950 GB 69 %
—w Media (Dz) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 1862.89 GB 363.03GB 19%
Ca Mudge (F) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 80311GB 86 %
= Systemn Reserved Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 100 MB 72 MB 2%
- Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 20.00GE 1991 GB 100 %

4| 1

| *

m

B Unallocated [l Primary partition

4 Disk 4

Basic Mudge (F:)

931.51 GB 931.51 GB NTFS

Online Healthy (Primary Partition)

SiDisk 5 |
Basic Windows 8 (I:)

20.00 GB 20,00 GB NTFS

Online Healthy (Primary Partition)

<5CD-ROM 0

DVD (E:)

4 Hard Disk Drives (6)

Local Disk (C:)
~ o

Media (D)

850 GB free of 931 GB
Mudge (F:)

| - |
S 363 GE free of 181 T8

Backup (G:)

& asc
= 803 GB free of 931 GB
>>>WID30'Ze<< (H:)

T ——
SV 335 GB free of 931 GB

| T ee— 000000000 |
S 125 18 free o 181 T8
Windows 8 (L)

= | |
S 199 GB free of 199 GB

|nstall Windows 8 on the VHD partition:

The first thing to do at this process is to open Power Shell via Run As Administrator
Programs> Accessories> Windows Power shell):

mode (Start Menu> All



& Math Input Panel
e Open
| Natepad
& Paint Hg Run as administrator
B Remote Desktop Connectiol Open file location
i3] Run ‘ Scan with Microsoft Security Essentials...
% Snipping Tool B WinRAR 3
ij Sound Recorder Pin to Taskbar
b Sticky Notes Pin to Start Menu
'i,'é) Sync Center
= Windows Explorer Restore previous versions
=
=) WordPad Send to 5
Ease of Access
System Tools Cut
Windows PowerShell
E3 Windows PowerShell (@ Delete
% Windows PowerShell I5f| ¥ Rename
<3 Windows PowerShell ISE ;
—— Properties
Y Windows PowerShell

1 Back

When Power Shell starts, we need to change some policies regarding the system's ability to execute the program
to apply with some of the following code. Type the command:

Set-ExecutionPolicy RemoteSigned

A security message will appear, press Y and press Enter to continue:

E3 Administrator: Windows PowerShell

Windows PowerShell
Copyright (C> 208? Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

PE C:sUWindowsssystem32> Set—ExecutionPolicy RemoteSigned

Execution Policy Change

The execution policy helps protect you from scripts that you do not
trust. Changing the execution policy might expose you to the security
prizks described in the about_Execution_Policies help topic. Do you
want to change the execution policy?

[¥1 Yes [5]1 Suspend [?]1 Help {default is "¥">: vy

PSS C:sUWindowsssystem32>

Next, please visit here and download the * .psl file, copy it to Windows C drive:



( —— b |
- .
@©n|ﬁ b Com.. # Local.. » - |5T|| Search Local Disk (Cy) P|
-
Organize » j Open = Burn New folder B== = i @
I+ Favorites *  Mame } Date modified
Bl Desktop . Perflogs 7/14/2009 5:20 A|
& Downloads . Program Files 9/11/20119:12 P
‘?-_7_' Recent Places . Program Files (xB86) 9/14/2011 947 P
. Users 9/23/200912:25
i Libraries L Windows 9/12/2011 3:18 A
Documents || Windows 8.vhd 9/24/2011 3:15P
o Music ||g Install-WindowsImage 0/24/2011 4:44 P
[&=| Pictures
T ~ |G| 1 | r
| %, Install-WindowsImage Date modified: 9/24/2011 4:44 PM
ﬂ PSL File Size: 269 KB
|

Open the properties - Properties of this* .psl file and click the Unblock button at the bottom of the window:



 Install-Windowslmage Properties I&

General | Security | Details | Previous Versions

ﬂ' Install-WindowsImage

Type of file: P51 File (ps1)

Opens with: m_w| MNotepad [ Change...
Location: Ch
Size: 269 KB (27 548 bytes)

Size on disk:  28.0 KB (28,672 bytes)

Created: Today, September 24, 2011, 3 hours ago
Modified: Today, September 24, 2011, 3 hours ago
Accessed: Today, September 24, 2011, 3 hours ago

Attributes: [|Read-only [ Hidden
Securty: This file came from anather
computer and might be blocked to bighlack

help protect this computer.

[ OK ][ Cancel ] Bpph

To continue, please assign the * .iso file of Windows 8 Developer Preview with a program to create any drive,
such as Deamon . Then return to the main control screen of Power Shell , type command CD C.:

3 Administrator: Windows PowerShell SRS X

Windows PowerShell
Copyright (C» 2009 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

PS8 C:s\MWindowsssystem32» Set—ExecutionPolicy RemoteSigned

Execution Policy Change

The execution policy helps protect you from scripts that you do not
trust. Changing the execution policy might expose you to the
cecurity risks described in the about_Execution_Policies help topic.
Do you want to change the execution policy?

[¥Y]1 Yes [H]1 Ho [8]1 Suspend [?] Help {default is "Y¥">: y

PS C:sMindowshsystem32> CD C:n
PS5 C:n>




And continue typing the following command:

Install-Windowslmage.psl “WIM J: Sourceslnstall.wim —-Apply —Index 1 —Destination I:

One point to note here is that you should replace the drive letters behind the “WI1M parameter corresponding to
the* .iso file of Windows 8, the driveto beinstalled (in thistest | is:) isthe VHD partition just created earlier:

3 Admiinistrator: Windows PowerShell

Windows PowerShell
Copyright <G> 20089 Hicrosoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

PS C:\Windouws\systen32> Set-ExecutionPolicy RemoteSigned

[Execution PDllD_l) Change

¥1 Yes [MN]1 No [§81 Su..pend ["] Help <(default is v
C yr-tem32) D

s may take up to 15 m

The execution policy helps protect you from scripts that you do not trust.
[the execution policy might expose yuu to the security s described in the
labout _Execution_Policies help topic. Do you want t ge the execution policy?

IM J:\SourcesN\Install.wim —fAipply —Index 1 —Destination I[:\
S

|_|:| B ||

Changing

The system will display as shown below when this process ends:

3 Administrator: Windows PowerShell

Windows PowerShell
Copyright <C> 2089 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

[PE C:\Windows\systen32> Set-ExecutionPolicy RemoteSigned

[Execution Policy Change

1 8uspend [71 Help (default is v
stem32> GD Gi\

dows Developer Preview 0
his may take up to 15 minutes...

[Elapsed Time: B0:84:15.2471837

The execution policy helps protect you from scripts that you do not trust.
[the execution policy might expose you to the secur described in the
abuut Exe?ntl:lon _Policies help topic. Do you want t ge the execution policy?

L
all-WindowsImage . p —l.-lIHIJ-\Suulce;\[nstall.uin —Apply -Index 1 —Destination [:%\
t LA N

[=] @ [t

Changing

Open the Command Prompt application and type bcdboot.exe I:

installation partition):

Windows (drive | is the Windows 8

Bl Administrator: Command Prompt

Microsoft Windows [Uersion 6.1.76611
C:“UWindows~system32>bcdboot .exe I:“Windows
Boot files successfully created.

C:~UWindows“system32>

Copyright (c)> 288? Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

=




From this point on, when the system starts, you will see the selection screen as follows:

Choose an operating system

Windows 7

Change defaults or cho

Good luck!

Y ou finished reading the article "Create dualboot system with Windows 7 and 8 using VHD" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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