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Create dual boot system of Windows 7 and Windows
8

The official appearance of Windows 8 recently has made users curious about the operating system's new features
and interfaces. But make sure it takes a long time before we can 'give up’ Windows 7 or XP to switch to
Windows8 ...

TipsMake.com - The official appearance of Windows 8 recently has made users curious about the
extremely new feature system and interface of this operating system . But make sure it takes a long time
before we can "give up" Windows 7 or XP to switch to Windows 8. In the following article, we will show you
how to create a dual boot system between Windows 7 and 8 in avery simple and easy way.

1. Create VHD:

To do this, open Run ( Windows + R ), type diskmgmt.msc and press Enter :

( = Run [é]ﬁ

=== Typethe name of a program, folder, document, or Internet
rescurce, and Windows will open it for you.

Open: -

| ok || Cancel || Browse.

The MM C control panel displays, and here you will see the included Disk M anagement utility:
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=t Disk Management =NREN X
File Action View Help
&% = H=|
Volume | La)rout| Type | File System | Status | Capacity | Free Space | % Free
o (C) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 93141 GE 87044GE 93 %
Cwr»>VID30Z<<< (H]  Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 93151 GB 33595GB 36 %
CwBackup (G) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 186289 GB 1289.50 GB 69 %
= Media (D:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 186289GB 363.03GE 19%
@ Mudge (F:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 93151 GB 80311GE 86 %
o System Reserved Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 100 MB 72 MB 12%
] 1 »
'}
-
Disk 0 |
Basic System Reserved || (C)
931.51 GB 100 MB NTFS 93141 GB NTFS E
Online Healthy (Systern, £ || Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Dump, Primary Partition)
Disk 1 ! |
Basic Media (D)
1863.02 GB 129 MB 1862.89 GB NTFS
Online Unallocated Healthy (Primary Partition)
Disk 2 I
B Unallocated [l Primary partition

And to create anew VHD, click the Action menu on the Toolbar, then select Create VHD :

=i Disk Management =NREN X
File | Action | View Help
éa = Refresh
Wolur Em s | Type | File System | Status | Capacity | Free Space | % Free
@ (] Create VHD Basic MTFS Healthy.. 93141 GB B87044GB 93 %
(=1 Attach VHD Basic NTFS Healthy .. 93151 GB 33595GBE 36%
wBa Basic NTFS Healthy ... 186289 GB 1289.50 GB 69 %
Mg Help Basic NTFS Healthy ... 1862.83GB 363.03GB 19 %
CaMudgeTRT Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 93151 GBE 80311GB 86 %
Cw System Reserved Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 100 MB 72 MB 2%
4 LU L3
i
CaDisk 0 e
Basic System Reserved || (C2)
931..51 GB 100 ME NTFS 931.41 GB NTFS =
Online Healthy (System, ¢ | | Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Dump, Primary Partition) T
CiDisk 1 ! |
Basic Media (D:)
1863.02 GB 129 MB 1862.89 GB NTFS
Online Unallocated Healthy (Primary Partition)
4Disk 2 ]
Basic Backup (G2
1862.89 GB 1862.89 GB NTFS -
At P LT =
B Unallocated l Primary partition




Select the archive folder for the VHD file, initialize the initia capacity (minimum of 20 GB), and you should
select Fixed Size mode to increase performance:

Create and Attach Virtual Hard Disk o 58

Specify the vitual hard disk location on the machine.

Location:
CMWindows 8.vhd
Virtual hard disk; size: 20 GE -

Virtual hard disk: format
(") Dynamically expanding

The size of this vitual hard disk expands to a fied madmum size as
data is saved toit. The disk size does not compact automatically
when data is deleted.

(@) Fixed size (Recommended)

The wirtual hard disk uses a fived amount of space regardless of the
amount of the data stored an it. s default size is the maximum
amourt of space available on your physical hard disk.

| ok || Ccancel

After that, Windows will proceed to create VHD file. The process of this process will be displayed fully and
accurately on the Status Bar of the MM C snap-in :

Creating Virtual Disk... Ll | 17% |

When finished, this virtual hard drive file will be listed in the Partition list in the Disk M anagement window.
Right-click the VHD file and select I nitialize Disk :



=t Disk Management =NACE X
File Action View Help
e mHEIBS
Volume | Layouti Type | File Systerm | Status | Capacity | Free Space | % Free
o (C) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93141 GE 87044 GB 93 %
cw>»>VID30Z<<< (H:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 33595GB 36 %
= Backup (G:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 186289 GB 128950 GB 69 %
—w Media (Dz) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 1862.89 GB 363.03GB 19%
Ca Mudge (F) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 80311GB 86 %
= Systemn Reserved Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 100 MB 72 MB 2%
4 | [ | r
= i
i Disk 4 |
Basic Mudge (F)
931.51 GB 931.51 GB NTFS
Online Healthy (Primary Partition)
Disk 5 I |_'
Unknown |
ﬁ]olg?n(iiti Initialize Disk )
Offline
\—L%CD—I Detach VHD
D (FY . s
B Unall Properties
Help

Keep the MBR (Master Boot Record) mode intact and click OK :

-

Initialize Disk [

You must inttialize a disk before Logical Disk Manager can access it.
Select disgks:
[w: Diisk: &

|Use the following partition style for the selected disks:

@ MBR (Master Boot Record)
(71 GPT {GUID Parttion Table)

Mote: The GPT partition style is not recognized by all previous versions of
Windows. It is recommended for disks larger than ZTB. or disks used on
ttanium-based computers.

| ok || Cancel

The next step here is to create Volume on that partition. Right-click on the black partition and select New
Simple Volume:



s ™y
L= Disk Management [ilﬂlﬂ
g

File Action View Help

e @ EEIBSE

Volume ! Layoutl Typel File System I Status I Capacity | Free Spacel % Free
o (C) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93141 GE 87044 GB 93 %
Cw>»>VID30Z<<< (H) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 33595GB 36 %
= Backup (G:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 186289 GB 128950 GB 69 %
—w Media (Dz) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 1862.89 GB 363.03GB 19%
Ca Mudge (F) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 80311GB 86 %
= Systemn Reserved Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 100 MB 72 MB 2%
4 | [ | r
e Disk 4
Basic Mudge (F:)
931.51 GB 931.51 GB NTFS
Online Healthy (Primary Partition)
—pisk 5
Basic ////' New Simple Volume... L
20'0_0 GB 20.00 GE Mew Spanned Volume... S E
Online Unalloc ) S
Ry Mew Striped Volume... o
L £ : : 4
= New Mirrored Volume...
=4CD-ROM 0 New RAID-5 Volume...
DVD (E:)
Properties i
B Unallocated Wl Primary ¢
Help
L% ’

Keep the default options in the Wizard window displayed next, you can change the Volume to Windows 8, then
click Next> Finish to finish:

-
New Simple Volume Wizard ﬁ

Format Partition
To store data on this partition, you must format it first.

Choose whether you want to format this volume, and if so, what settings you want to use.

(") Do not format this volume

(@) Format this volume with the following settings:

File system: [NTFs ~|
Allocation unit size: [De‘fault v]
Volume label: Windows 8

Perform a quick format

|| Enable file and folder compression

<Back | Ned> | | Cancel

And our VHD file can act asareal hard drive partition:



s ™y
ﬁ# Disk Management Elﬂlg

File Action View Help

&= | T HEl R X & E

Volume | Layoutl Typel File System I Status | Capacity | Free Spacel % Free
o (C) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93141 GE 87044 GB 93 %
Cw»»»VIDI0Z<<< (H)  Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 931.51 GB 33585 GB 36 %
= Backup (G:) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 186289 GB 128950 GB 69 %

s Media (D) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 186283 GB 36303 GB 19%

Ca Mudge (F) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 93151 GE 80311GB 86 %

= Systemn Reserved Simple Basic NTFS Healthy ... 100 MB 72 MB 2%
Simple Basic NTFS Healthy .. 2000GB 1991 GB 100 %

' 1 | b

4 Disk 4

Basic Mudge (F:)

931.51 GB 931.51 GB NTFS

Online Healthy (Primary Partition)

Copcs I 3
Basic Windows 8 (I:)

2000 GB 20,00 GB NTFS 3
Online Healthy (Primary Partition)

<5CD-ROM 0

DVD (E:)

B Unallocated [l Primary partition

2. Install Windows 8 on the VHD partition:

The first thing to do here is to open Power Shell ( Start Menu> All Programs> Accessories> Windows
Power shell ) under Administrator :

] Math Input Panel
s Open
| Notepad
&l Paint '@ Run as administrator
B Remote Desktop Connectio Open file location
i3] Run ‘ Scan with Microsoft Security Essentials...
S Snipping Tool B WinRAR 3
'_, Sound Recorder Pin to Taskbar
Sticky Motes Pin to Start Menu
@ Sync Center
) Windows Explorer Restore previous versions
=] WordPad S %
. Ease of Access
. System Tools Cut
.. Tablet PC CQp:'r
. Windows PowerShell
B3 Windows PowerShell (g~ Delete
i Windows PowerShell ISE| %/ Rename
44 Windows PowerShell ISE :
- Properties
E Windows PowerShell
F Back | Help and Support |




When Power Shell starts, you need to change the execution policy to alow the user account to run the necessary
script. Type the command ' Set-ExecutionPolicy RemoteSigned ', the system will display a message with many
options, pressY and press Enter to confirm. And after that, keep the Power Shell window asit was:

le4 Administrator: Windows PowerShell E@

Mindows PowerShell
Copyright <{C> 2809 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

PS C:“\Windows\system32> Set-ExecutionPolicy RemoteSigned

Execution Policy Change

The execution policy helps protect vou from scripts t]lat you do not trust. Changing the
lexecution policy might expose you to the security risks described in the

labout _Execution_Policies help topic. Do wou want ange the execution policy?

[¥]1 Yes [IN]1 Ho [5]1 Suspend [?7]1 Help <default is "¥">: y

PS C:\Windows\system32>

Next, download the Install-Windowsl mage.psl code directly from Microsoft or at MediaFire, then copy to
drive C or any other folder on the hard drive:

=RRCE
@u=|£u » Com... » Local.. » - |{v? || Search Local Disk (C:) o
Organize * " Open = Burn Mew folder =~ 0 @
b Favorites it Name Date modified
PR Desktop - . Perflogs 771472009 5:20 A
& Downloads Program Files 9/11/20119:12 P
Recent Places Program Files (xB6) 9/14/2011 9:47 P
J Users 9/23/2009 12:25
=l Libraries ; Windows 9/12/2011 3:18 A
:'E! Documents L_| Windows 8.vhd 9/24/2011 3:15 P
;, Music | Install-WindowsImage 0/24/2011 4:44 P
=| Pictures
a ShE - 4 1 I
Install-WindowsIlmage Date modified: 9/24/2011 4:44 PM
ez | P51 File Size: 26.9 KB

Right-click on the file and select Properties, click Unblock button as shown below:



 Install-Windowslmage Properties &J

General |Secuﬁt'f| Details I Previous Versions

ﬂ' Install-WindowsImage

Type of file: P51 File (ps1)

Opens with: m_w| MNotepad I Change...
Location: Ch
Size: 269 KB (27 548 bytes)

Size on disk:  28.0 KB (28,672 bytes)

Created: Today, September 24, 2011, 3 hours ago
Modified: Today, September 24, 2011, 3 hours ago
Accessed: Today, September 24, 2011, 3 hours ago

Mtributes: [ Readonly [ Hidden ﬂdvanced...|

Securty: This file came from anather |
computer and might be blocked to bighlack

help protect this computer.

| ok || cCancel || soph

And combine the * .ISO file of Windows 8 Consumer Preview, download it here, then go back to Power Shell
and type the command ' CD C: '

EAdmmlstrator‘. Windows PowerShell E@

Mindows PowerShell
Copyright {C> 2809 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

PS C:S\WindowsSsystem32> Set—ExecutionPolicy RemoteZSigned

Execution Policy Change

The execution policy helps protect vou from scripts that you do not trust. Changing the
lexecution policy might expose you to the security risks described in the
labout_Execution_Policies help topic. Do wou want to change the execution policy?

[¥]1 Yes [N]1 Ho [51 Suspend [?]1 Help <default is "¥">: y
llzg g \l)!lnduu..\..y..temiiz) CD C:n
i~




Next, type in the following command:
Install-Windowsl mage.psl “WIM D: Sourceslnstall.wim —-Apply —Index 1 —Destination I:

You should pay attention and replace the drive letter with the character in this test (behind the -WIM
parameter). Then press Enter:

5/ Administrator: Windows PowerShell [o ] = =]

UWindows PowerShell
Copyright (C> 2889 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

PS C:s\Windows\system32> Set—ExecutionPolicy RemoteSigned

[Execution Policy Change
The execution policy helps protect you from scripts that you do not trust. Changing the
described in the
about_Execution_Policies help topic. you change the execution policy?
[S]gSu“p;nd [7]1 Help <default b AP

all lhndnlh[nage » -lIH D:~Sources~Install.wim —Apply —Index 1 —Destination I:=N\
ndows 8 Consumer Preui to I:=n...

The drive E here isthe VHD partition created in the previous step
When compl eted, the system will display the message as shown below:

3 Administrator: Windows PowerShell EI@

Mindows PowerShell
iCopyright <C> 2809 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

PS G:“Windows\system32> Set—ExecutionPolicy RemoteSigned
Execution Policy Change
The execution policy helps protect you from scripts that you do not tul..t Changing the
execution policy might expose you to the security p escribed in thi
labout_Execution_Policies help topic. Do you want nge the executmn policy?

Yes [M]1 No [81 Suspend 71 Help <default is Ty

N N

“Sources\Install.wim —Apply —Index 1 —Destination I:%\

take up to 15 mi

Elapsed Time: B@:06:35.8151846

Then, open the Command Prompt and type bcdboot.exe | : Windows (assuming that | isaWindows 8 drive):



BN Administrator: Command Prompt E@ﬂ

Microsoft Windows [Uersion 6.1.76811
Copyright (c?> 288A? Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

C:“Uindowsssystem3d2>hecdboot _exe I:xWindows
Boot files successfully created.

C:~UWindows“system32>

And when the system boots the next time, Windows will display the new operating system selection screen as
shown below:

Choose an operating system

Windows 8 Consumer

Preview

Windows 7

Change defaults or choose other options

3. Data sharing:

The last thing to do here is to change the file usage and sharing mode between the two operating systems. To
boot directly into the Windows 8 installation process, you go to the account directory under the path:

C: Users[Account name]

Right-click the Contacts folder and select Properties from Context Menu , select the Location tab and click
the M ove button:



B Contacts Properties

| General | Shanng | Securty | Location |

Files im the Contacts folder are stored in the tanget
location below,

You can change whene files in this folder are stored to
another place on this hard drive, another dive, or another

compuber on your netwaork,

ChUsers\Tayor\Contacts

Next, move to the Contacts folder on the partition containing Windows 7:



) Contacts Properties ﬁ

| General | Sharing | Securtty | Location

Files im the Contacts folder are stored in the tanget
location below,

You can change whene files in this folder are stored to
another place on this hard drive, another dive, or another

compuber on your netwaork,

¥ \Users\Windows Geek'\Contacts|

Restore Defautt | |  Move.. | | Find Tamget.. |

Click OK, and the system will automatically transfer data between the two locations. You just need to do this
again with the following folders: Desktop, Downloads, Favorites, Links, My Documents, My Music, My
Picturesand My Videos . Very simple and easy, wish you success!

Y ou finished reading the article "Create dual boot system of Windows 7 and Windows 8" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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