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Create Backup System Image in Windows 7

No matter how robust your system is, you cannot reduce its risk of collapse. So there is the question: when will
your system crash and then do you have the backups needed to rebuild your system?
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In Windows 7, there is a feature that allows you to clone your system into an image file so that you can restore
the system from that image when disaster strikes. In this article, 1 will show you how to replicate your system
drive in Windows and restore the system from that image.

Duplicate the system

1. In the Start menu search box, type 'backup and restore’ and press 'Enter’ . Y ou will then see a Backup and
Restore window in the control panel. Click 'Create a systemimage' on the left side of the window.
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2. When the 'Create a System image' window appears, select the option ' On a hard disk ' and navigate to the
drive where you want to save the backup. Y ou can also choose DVD options, but be warned that it will take alot
of DV Ds to complete the backup. Using an external hard drive now is the best option.
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Where do you want to save the backup?

A system image is 2 copy of the drives required for Windows to run, It can also include additional
drives. A system image can be used to restore your computer if your hard drive or computer ever
stops working; however, you can't choose individual items to restore. How do [ restore my computer

from a system image?

@ On a hard disk
i Local Disk (E:) 327 GB free v]

(7 On one or more DVDs

<L} DVD RW Drive (G:)

(7 On a network location L}

3. After confirming the backup location, you can click the ‘Next' button to move to the next step. This is where
you choose the drive to backup. The system drive (C :) is selected by default. For other drives, smply check the
checkbox next to them to perform backups.

I Which drives do you want to include in the backup?

The drives that are required for Windows to ren will be included by default. You cannot include the drive
that you are saving the backup to.

Your backups are being saved on Local Disk (E:).
Dirrve ’ Total size Used space
5 (€] (System) 1953 GB 1452 GB
o D) 1953 GB 192.8 GB
I & ) Gystem) 1583 GB 1455 68
Space required to save a backup of the selected drives 2908 GB
Space available on Local Disk (E:): 327 GB

[one |

4. In this step, you must confirm whether you have selected the correct location for backup and the correct drive
you want to backup. Click the 'Sart backup' button when you have checked everything OKk.
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3~ Local Disk(E)

The backup could take up to 30 GB of disk space.

The following drives will be backed up:

e (C:) (System)

E’., (F:) {Systemn)
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5. The backup process will take some time to perform. You can get away from the computer and do some
relaxation.

Windows is saving the backup...
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After the backup process is complete, you can remove the external hard drive and keep the backup image file in
asafe place.

System restor e from backup image

To restore the computer from a backup image, you can boot it from the startup screen (if your operating system
cannot boot) or restore from the control panel (when you want to revert back to the old settings). ).

Restore from Control Panel
1. Type 'backup and restore' into the Start menu search box to open the Backup and Restore window .

2. Click ' Recover system settings or your computer .
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3. Click 'Advanced recovery methods .

Restore this computer to an earlier point in time

System Restore can resolve many system problems, and is the best recovery method to try first. For
serious problems, use the advanced recovery methods.

System Restore

Undo recent system changes, but leave files such as documents, [ ' Open System Restore ]
pictures, and music unchanged. This might remowve
recenthy-installed programs and drivers.

[ Advanced recovery methods ]

4. Select the option 'Use a image system you created earlier to recover your computer' .

Choose an advanced recovery method

After you have chosen a method, you'll have the oppertunity to back up your files, such as documents,
pictures, and music. Help me choose a recovery method

¥ Use a system image you created earlier to recover your computer
I you have created a system image, you can use it to replace everything en this coemputer, including
Windows, youwr programs, and all your files, with the information saved on the system image.

® Reinstall Windows (requires Windows installation disc)
This option will reinstall Windows on your computer. Afterward, you can restore your files from a
backup. Any programs you've installed will need to be reinstalled using the oniginal installation discs or
files. Buasting files might remain in the Windows.old folder on your hard disk after the remnstall

completes,

5. Now you will see an option to back up files like documents, pictures, and music that are in the current system
drive. You can skip this process by clicking the 'Skip' button .



Do you want to back up your files?

Before continuing, you can back up files such as documents, pictures, and music to an external hard disk,
DVD, CD, or USB flash drive.

After the recovery process is completed, Windows will help you restore these files to your computer. I you
skip this step, you might lose your files.

| Back up now Skip

6. Click the 'Restart' button. When the computer starts, select the location of the backup image file and perform
the restore.

Restore from the startup screen

1. Restart the computer, hold down the F8 key on startup to enter the advanced boot options menu.

2. Select your preferred keyboard layout. Click Next to proceed .

3. Set the username and password, and then click OK.

4. Select 'System Image Recovery' from the System Recovery options menu and follow the instructions.

That's all the steps you need to take to create a backup image of your system as well as how to restore your
system from this image.

Y ou finished reading the article "Create Backup System Image in Windows 7" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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