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Create a wireless connection between two laptops

For computer users, there will be times when you need to share afile or connect two |aptops together to share
internet connection. Understanding the user's psychology, Windows Vista and Windows 7 have been integrated
by Microsoft to create a wireless connection between two laptops.

For computer users, there will be times when you need to share a file or connect two laptops together to share
internet connection.Understanding the user's psychology, Windows Vista and Windows 7 have been integrated
by Microsoft to create a wireless connection between two |aptops.

>>> Shar e | nternet connection via ad hoc network in Windows 7

Set up ad hoc network

First of all, open the Control Panel and click on Network Sharing Center as shown below.
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A dialog box opens, click Setup a new connection or networ k near the bottom of the dialog box.
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View your basic network information and set up connections

WINDOWSMAC Sagardeep5GHL Internet
(This computer)

Wiew your active networks Connect or ¢

Access type: ernet
Sagardeep>GHZ HomeGrou

t‘ 3 Home network

Available to join

ns: ! Wireless Metwork Cc
(Sagardeep5iGHZ)

Change your networking settings

'{i- Set up a new connection or network

Set up a wireless, broadband, dial-up, ad hoc, or VPN connection; or set up a router o
point.

'4'5. Connect to a network

Connect or reconnect to a wireless, wired, dial-up, or VPN network connection.

In the new link dialog box that opens, scroll down and select Setup a wireless ad hoc (computer - to-
computer) network .

Choose a connection option

‘. Manually connect to a wireless network
«ug-, Connect to a hidden network or create a new wireless profile,

.'h Connect to a workplace
# Set up a dial-up or VPN connection to your workplace,

4% Set up a dial-up connection
5!:# Connect to the Internet using a dial-up connection.

n  Setup awireless ad hoc (computer-to-computer) network
KNy Set up a temporary network for sharing files or an Internet connection.

® Connect to a Bluetooth personal area network (PAN)
Set up a connection to a Bluetooth enabled device or network.

On the next screen, it will explain the ad hoc network definition and tell you if you are connected to a wireless
network, you may be disconnected. Click Next to continue.
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@ e Set Up an Ad Hoc Network

Give your network a name and choose security options

MNetwork name: |
Security type: |WPA2-PersunaI »| Help me choose
Security key: [T Hide characters

[7] save this netwerk

Now Windows requires you to provide the network name, security type and security key. For a security key, you
can choose one of three options: no authentication, no WEP or WPA2-Personal. By default it will be WPA2-
Personal, this is the strongest security key. Click Next and then you will receive a screen that displays the
network message that has been set up. Note that if you don't check the Save this netwwork box, when you
disconnect the ad hoc network, the network disappears. If you want to use it again, you will have to start from
scratch.

In case you want to share an Internet connection, right-click the Internet connection and select Properties.

Next, switch to Sharing tab and check the Allow Other Network Computers To Connect Through This
Computer's Internet Connection checkbox. At the bottom of the Home Networking Connection , select
Wireless networ k Connection and then click OK.



| General | Options | Security | Networking | Sharing

Intemet Connection Sharing

Allow other network users to connect through this
computer's Intemet connection

Home networking connection:

Wireless Metwork Connection

[| Establish a dial-up connection whenever a computer on
my networl attempts to access the Intemet

[] Allow other network users to control or disable the
shared Intemet connection

Using ICS {Intemet Connection Sharing)

| ok || Cancsl

Now your connection is ready to work. To activate this wireless connection on the other device, simply click
Start and select Connect To.



Connect To
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A list of wireless network connections will appear, select the connection you want and click OK.

Wireless Network Connection A

l-‘:l‘ NM Wireless Unsecured network A1l
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Set up a connection or network

Open Network and Sharing Center

Connect | Cancel

Y ou should see a message appear as shown below, you will have to type the password to access the wireless
network if required.

The NM Wireless is ready to use

This network will appear in the list of wireless networks and will stay active until everyone
disconnects from it. Give the network name and security key (if any) to people you want
to connect to this network.

Wireless network name:  NM Wireless



Y our connection will be displayed in the Wireless Network Connection section of another device. Now you
can connect and share data between two |aptops without having to use a 3rd party cable or software. See how to
share data between computers below.

Share data via ad hoc networ k

Now that you have set up the ad hoc network, continue and use another client connected to the network. You
will have several ways to share data between computers. We will have the following cases:

- If al computers are running Windows 7 or later, you can use the Homegroup feature right inside Windows.
This feature allows you to share music, videos, documents, photos and printers easily.

- If all computers are running Windows, but there are Windows XP or Windows Vista clients, you must connect
all computers to the same Workgroup group and make sure that the parts that search the network and share files
and printer is activated.

- If computers are not the same operating system as Windows and Mac, then you need to rely on permissions and
file sharing. The most important thing hereis that the user account in Windows must have a password (otherwise
you cannot connect to file sharing) and allow file sharing on non-Windows operating systems.

Set up Homegroup feature

The easiest way to share data between Windows 7 and computers with higher operating systems is to use
HomeGroup. You don't have to worry about manually sharing folders or files, configuring firewalls or adding
passwords to user accounts. To get started, go to Control Panel and click on HomeGroup.

Share with other home computers running Windows 7

"% There is currently no homegroup on the network,

With a homegroup, you can share files and printers with other computers running Windows 7. You can also
stream media to devices. The homegroup is protected with a password, and you'll always be able to choose
what you share with the group,

Tell me more about hemegroups
Change advanced sharing settings...

Start the HomeGroup troubleshooter

| Create a homegroup |[ Cancel ]

If there is aready a computer connected to the Homegroup on the ad hoc network, it will display and you can
connect or click on the Create a homegroup button .



Share with other home computers running Windows 7

Your computer can share files and printers with other computers running Windows 7, and you can
stream media to devices using a homegroup. The homegroup is protected with a password, and
you'll always be able to choose what you share with the group.

Tell me more about homegroups

Select what you want to share:

[¥] Pictures [¥] Documents
[#] Music [¥] Printers '
[¥]Videos

[ Mext ]I Cancel ]

On the next screen, you can select the items you want to share such as photos, music, videos, documents and
printers. Click Next and enter the Homegroup password.

Use this password to add other computers to your homegroup

Before you can access files and printers located on other computers, add those computers to your
hemegroup. You'll need the following password.

Write down this password:

cy/ME6dU6G4

Print password and instructions

If you ever forget your homegroup password, you can view or change it by opening HomeGroup in
Control Panel.

How can other computers join my homegroup?

Now, on other computers, the same steps are done, but the link with the existing Homegroup is not created. Y ou
can then open Explorer and click on the Homegroup in the left menu. When other people join the homegroup,
shared data folders will appear there and any data you put into these folders will be visible to everyone in the

Homegroup.
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Sharevia Workgroup

If you have a computer running Windows XP and Vista, sharing via Homegroup will not work. In this case, you
till have other options. First, if you connect from an XP or Vista machine to a Windows 7 or higher, you need to

set up something on your Windows 7 or higher.

First, you need to make sure the ad hoc network is set to its network type Home or Work. To do so, open
Network and Sharing Center and click the link below the wireless network name. If it isa Home network, then
you don't have to set anything up. However, if not, you must click it to set it to Home. That will allow sharing on

the network with other computers.

There are no other people in the homegroup

Before you can view files from other people on the network, they m
On each computer running Windows 7 that you want to add to the

1.  Click Start, and then click Control Panel.

2. Under Network and Internet, click Choose homegroup and

3. Click Join now, and then follow the HomeGroup wizard to
password.

View the homegroup password
View homegroup settings

Start the HoemeGroup treubleshooter

View your basic network information and set up connections
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Next, make sure al computers are in the same Workgroup. This is especially important for Windows XP and
Windows Vista computers that you want to access through Windows 7 or later. By default, most Windows
machines are in WORK GROUP, so you don't have to change anything, but you should check.

On Windows XP, click Start , right-click My Computer and select Properties. In System Properties, click
the Computer Name tab and then click Change if you need to change the Workgroup name.

On Windows Vista machines and machines with higher operating systems, click Start , right-click Computer,
and then click Properties . In the Computer name, domain, and workgroup settings section , select the
Change settings button if you want to change the name.

Now the last thing you need to do applies to Windows 7 and above. Access Explorer and click Network on the
left menu.

Organize » Network and Sharing Center Add a printer Add a wireless device

Network discovery and file sharing are turned off. Network computers and devices are not visible. Click to chang
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After that, you may see a pop-up bar saying that Network discovery and file sharing are turned off. May ?nh
va thi?t b? khong ???c hi?n th?. Click to change. Go ahead, click that and select Turn on network discovery
and file sharing . Once you have selected it, you will see all other computers are on the ad hoc network, but
make sure that the network search and file sharing sections are enabled. On Windows 7 or higher operating
system, simply follow the steps above.

For all advanced sharing options, go to Network and Sharing Center from Control Panel and click Change
advanced sharing settings.
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Here you will find al the options to share and make sure you are installing Home or Work and not Public.

Home or Work (current profile) ~

MNetwork discovery

When network discovery is on, this computer can see other network computers and devices and is
visible to other network computers, What is network discovery?

@ Turn on network discovery e
() Turn off network discovery

File and printer sharing

When file and printer sharing is on, files and printers that you have shared from this computer can
be accessed by people on the network.

@ Turn on file and printer sharing
(71 Turn off file and printer sharing\

Public folder sharing

When Public folder sharing is on, people on the network, including homegroup members, can
access files in the Public folders, What are the Public folders?
@ Turn on sharing so anyene with netwerk access can read and write files in the Public folders

) Turn off Public folder sharing (people logged on to this computer can still access these
folders)

Select network discovery sections and file and printer sharing and select public folder sharing if you want to
allow others to access these folders over the network. If you are doing this on an ad hoc network, then just turn it
on.

Media streaming

When media streaming is on, people and devices on the netwerk can access pictures, music, and
videos on this computer. This computer can also find media on the network,

Media streaming is on.
Choose media streaming ocptions...

File sharing connections

Windows 7 uses 128-bit encryption to help protect file sharing connections. Some devices don't
support 128-bit encryption and must use 40- or 56-bit encryption.

@ Use 128-bit encryption to help protect file sharing connections (recommended)

") Enable file sharing for devices that use 40- or 56-bit encryption

Password protected sharing

‘When password protected sharing is on, only people who have a user account and password on this
computer can access shared files, printers attached to this computer, and the Public folders. To give
other people access, you must turn off password protected sharing.

i@ Turn on password protected sharing

1 Turn off password protected sharing

HomeGroup connections

Typically, Windows manages the connections to other hemegroup computers. But if you have the
same user accounts and passwords on all of your computers, you can have HomeGroup use your

account instead. Help me decide

@ Allow Windows to manage homegroup connections (recommended)
() Use user accounts and passwords to connect to other computers

Streaming allows others to play content from your computer, but you can disable this feature and still share data
between computers. File sharing connections are set to use 128-bit encryption by default. This password
protected sharing feature requires that the user have a username and password of the computer they are



accessing to be able to view shared folders or files. If you don't want to do that, then you can turn off this option.
Finally, the Homegroup group connection will be accepted by default and those connections do not require a
password to connect.

Shar e between different operating systems

Finally, to share between Windows and Mac or some other operating system, you still need to follow all the
instructions above for Windows machines. The only problem is that you must create a password for the
Windows user account to connect. You can try turning off the password protected sharing feature mentioned
above, but sometimes other operating systems still require you to enter a password.

If you are trying to connect from a Windows machine to another operating system like OS X, then you will have
to enable file sharing on these operating systems separately. For example, on a Mac, go to System Preferences
and then click Sharing or File Sharing, then add the folders you want to share and the appropriate user rights.

Computer Name: |Juan's MacBaok Pro

Computers on your local network can access your computer at :
; Edit...
Juans=-MacBook=Pro.lecal
On | Service & File Sharing: On
DVD or €O Sharing Other users can access shared folders on this computer, and administrators
Screen Sharing all volumes, at afp:f/unknown20c9d0be7ec?/ or Juan's MacBook Pro™,
[\_Jf File Sharing Options...
Printer Sharing
Seanner Sharing Shared Folders: Users:
Remote Login (& Juan Chavez's Public Fn!c’er| A Juan Chavez Rea..rite 5
Hemote Management B Mac 101 1 Seaff Rea..nly +

Remote Apple Events | i Everyone Rea..nly ¥
Internet Sharing -
Bluetacth Sharing

To access the files on your Mac from your Windows machine, you must click Options and then check the Share
filesand foldersbox using SMB (Windows).
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Edit...
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When you enable SMB sharing for a user account, you must enter
the password for that account. Sharing files with some Windows
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nlu'[j or CD passwaord on this computer in a less secure manner. and adminlstrato
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Good luck!

Y ou finished reading the article "Cr eate a wir eless connection between two laptops" edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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