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Connecting to the HomeGroup network, the home
network in Windows 7.

HomeGroup is one of three modes that allow you to join and share files, data, or music files among members of
the HomeGroup. If you're unsure how to create and connect, the following guide will help you establish a
HomeGroup network in Windows 7.

Windows 7 includes three built-in modes: HomeGroup, Work, and Public. Each mode has different permission
settings, allowing both creators and participants to better control file sharing over aLAN network on Windows
7.
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Creating and setting up Work Groups on Windows 7 is not difficult, and using them is also very simple. If you
are using a home network, creating a Work Group on Windows 7 isvery logical. Therefore, this guide on
connecting a HomeGroup in Windows 7 will clearly show you not only how to connect but also the benefits of
file sharing.

How to connect to a HomeGroup network in Windows 7 and shar e files within your home
network.

Sep 1: First, look at the top right corner of the screen, where you'll find the Network icon , then right-click and
select Open Network and Sharing Center .
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Sep 2: In Network and Sharing Center , click the Network icon (in theimage it's Home Network).

View ynur basic network informaticn and set up connections

e See full map

WIN- ABOH?Q.IQ#LB Internet

(This computer)
View your active networks / Connect or disconnect
. Access type: Internet
__ Home network Connections: § Local Ares Connection

Sep 3. Choose one of the three networks; of course, here we will choose the Home network.
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Select a location for the "Network’ network

This computer is connected to a network. Windows will automatically apply the correct |
network settings based on the network’s location. /
Home network |

\ @ Choose this for a home or similar location. You can participate in a homegroup, | |
and you can see other network computers. ]

Work network
Choose this for a workplace or similar location. You can’t participate in a
homegroup, but you can see other network computers.

" Public network
Choose this for airports, coffee shops, other public places, or connections to the
Internet without a router. You can't participate in 3 homegroup of access
network computers.

Sep 4: Continue by selecting Create now to create a new HomeGroup.
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Do you want to create a homegroup?

/-} There i currently no homegroup on your network.

& homegroup lnks computers on your home network wo that you can |
share pachunes, marsie, videsd, documents, and printers, The hemegrowp s IR
protected wih i pastword, and you l abaayd be able 1o eheose what you - .

shane with the geoup. 1
| . -
Tell me move pocut homegroups 0 J -
<
Chenge sdvanded tharng tettngs / .

Sep 5: This step alows you and other participants to share content, including pictures, documents, music,
printers, and videos. If you agree to allow sharing, check the" Create now" box .
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Create a homegroup to share libraries and devices in your home

& homegroup links computers on your home network so that you can share pictures, music,
videos, documents, and printers. The homegroup is protected with a password, and you'll abways
be able to choose what you share with the group.

Tell mie more shout hemegroups

Select the libraries and devices you want to share with your homegroup:

| Pictures | Documents

¥ Music [¥ Printers !
c

7 Videos '

Createnow | [ Cancel |

Sep 6: The password will appear next. Y ou must carefully save this password for members who want to join
because it is quite difficult to remember. Once you've memorized it, press Finish .

) i!" Create a HomeGroup

Use this password to add other computers to your homegroup

Before you can access files and printers located on other computers, add those computers to your
homegroup. You'll need the following password,

Write down this password:

Print passwaord and instructions

If you ever forget your homegroup password, you can view it in the Network and Sharing Center in
Control Panel.

How can other computers join my homegroup?

Finish

Sep 7: Here you can continue to configure HomeGr oup settings . If nothing changes, you can skip this step;
otherwise, remember to save changes when closing.
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Change homegroup settings
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- Additionally, you can set up further sharing permissions directly in the Network and Sharing Center with 6
different options.
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@--,\_;;v‘o&t Metwork and Sharing Center » Advenced sharing settings 1'54’ earrh Confrol Pane Fel

l\_h.:rl-:_u' :.!1.'|||:'|g Cpticng for different network profiles
Windows crestes » separate network profie for esch nebwork you use. Veu can choose specfic options for
each peofile.
Home er Work [curment profiled
Hetwork decovery
When reftwesik Seicerobly i o, thil computer can biw Sthed network computen i6d dpade sad m
vl 00 DURET NERwa i (oM BUters. YWREL 13 AEDeDIE Sasivery]
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File and printer charng
'ihen e and printer shaving is on, files and prinbers: that you have shased from this compefer can
Ea pectried by preple on the netwerk
Tum on file and printer sharng
& Tum off File and prinker sharing

Public felder tharing

'When Puble folder shanng is on, people on the netmord, imcluding homegroup members, can
scces files in the Public foldess. Whas gre the Publs dolden ]
Tum on shaeng w0 amyone with network sccess can nead and vrbe files i the Public folders

@ Tum off Pubbc foider tharing (people logged on 1o this computer can still scce these
folders)

|

After you have set everything up as shown in the image, you can save the changes to save these settings, and the
HomeGroup network connection in Windows 7 is compl ete.

Sep 8. After connecting to the HomeGroup in Windows 7, we proceed to join the network. The process of

joining the network is exactly the same as creating a group, but here we will choose a pre-existing group in the
network and enter the password.
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File tharing conmections

Windows 7 uses LI-bit encryption to help protect file sharing connectices. Some devices dont
suppedt LI-bit encryption and must uig 40- o 56-b encrypticn.
@ Use LE-bit encrypbion to help protect file sharing connections: (recomemended)
Enalble file sharing for devices that use #3- oo 56-bit encryption
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Sep 9: If you enter the correct password, click Finish to complete the login process.
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Type your homegroup password

A password helps prevent unsuthorzed access to homegroup files and printers. You can get the
password from the person who set up your homegrowp.

her h 2
S 1 T2 5 —
|

ﬁ foin now | [.Cancel ]

Sep 10: Once you have successfully joined, the " Share with" featurefor the HomeGroup you just joined will
be added to your menu bar.
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Lot & loin a HomeGroup

You have joined the homegroup
You can begin ac II!‘.-SIH'Q"I'C‘.- and pnnfers thared by other people in the homegroup.

other ¢ pute

Finish |

So, TipsMake has just guided you on how to connect to a HomeGroup in Windows 7. Let's proceed to join the
network. Connecting to a HomeGroup in Windows 7 will help you share filesin a small, family environment
very conveniently. But that's for sharing within afamily setting. If you want to share files remotely or store files
online, sharing files on Google Drive is very convenient; you should try it and apply it to your work.

Y ou finished reading the article "Connecting to the HomeGroup network, the home network in Windows 7."
edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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