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Change the default Control Panel view to a Windows
computer

By default, Windows Control Panel will display the view by category: Category, Large Icons, or Small Icons.
However, if you want to open the Control Panel window to display specific itemsfully, you can use the Registry
or Group Policy to edit them.

By default, Windows Control Panel will display the view by category: Category, Large Icons, or Small Icons.
However, if you want to open the Control Panel window to display specific items fully, you can use the Registry
or Group Policy to edit them.

System and Security ,,.’ User Accounts
Review your cc:m.puter : :tatgs o :J.l,__ ) Change account type
Save backup copies of your files with File History ¥
store (Wi ns T HEH . o A
Backup and Restore [Windows 7} &5 Appearance and Personalization
Find and fix problems =
- Change the theme
ol Network and Internet - N d Reai
\@ View network status and tasks il ) t L sanduage.an glor
o Choose homegroup and sharing options ~ Add a language
e Change input methods
/ Hardware and Sound Change date, time, or number formats
*  View devices and printers
' G Add a device Ease__of Access .
Let Windows suggest settings
~ programs Optimize visual display
[’] Uninstall a program

1. For usersof Windows Home ver sion

If you use the Windows Home version, you can edit the Registry to change the default view on the Control
Panel.

If you use Windows Pro or Enterprise you can use L ocal Group Policy Editor .
Note:

Registry Editor is a powerful tool, so you should back up the Registry before doing so in case a bad situation
occurs.

First open the Registry Editor window by clicking Start , then enter the keyword regedit in the Search box and
press Enter.
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If the UAC window appears, click Yesto allow the computer to change.

On the Registry Editor window, navigate to the key:

HKEY_CURRENT_USERSOFTWAREMiIcrosoftWindowsCurrentV ersionPoliciesExplorer
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Computer\HKEY_CURRENT_USER\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Policies\Explarer

Next, proceed to create a new value in the key Explorer. Right-click and key Explorer select New => DWORD
(32-bit) Vaue. Name this new value as ForceClassicControl Panel.
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There are 3 ways you can use to adjust Control Panel View:

1. If value ForceClassicControl Panel does not exist, Control Panel on Windows will by default open the
classification the last time you useit.

2. If value ForceClassicControlPandl is set to 0, Control Panel is always open under Category category.

3. If value ForceClassicControlPanel is set to 1, Control Panel will always open under the Icon View
category, either Large or Small icon, depending on the last time you used the Control Panel.

Double-click value For ceClassicControlPanel to open the Properties window. Here you change the value in the
Value data frame from 0O to 1, depending on how you want and click OK .
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Finally close the Registry Editor window and open the Control Panel window to check.

If you want to change back to the original default setting, you should follow the same steps and del ete the value
of ForceClassicControlPanel.

2. Usethe built-in Registry
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If you do not want to manually edit the Registry, you can use the pre-edited Registry.
Download Control Panel View Hacks here.

After downloading the Zip Control Panel View Hacks file , proceed to extract the file. Just run the Force a
view file and set the appropriate value you want to open the Control Panel window.

Run the restore file to delete the value ForceClassicControl Panel and restore to the original default settings.

3. For Proand Enterpriseusers



If using Windows Pro or Enterprise version, the fastest way to set the default view on Control Panel is to use
Local Group Policy Editor.

First click Start , then enter gpedit.msc into the Search box and press Enter.
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On the Local Group Policy window, in the left pane, navigate to the key:



User Configuration => Administrative Templates => Control Panel

In the right pane, find and double-click the option called Always open All Control Panel 1tems when opening
Control Panel .

B Local Group Policy Editor

Eile Action View Help

e @ 2IEE T

| Administrative Templates ~ Setting A
v %, User Configuration | Display
= So.fh:\u'are Settlr‘lgs | Personalization
| Windows 5ettings Ee
e B _| Printers
=Amrrmrretratrre-rermplates =
| Programs

| Control Panel

| Regional and Language Options

“~Desktop
“1 Metwork

| Shared Folders
= Start Menu and Taskbi |i=| Prohibit access to Control Panel and PC settings

Hide specified Control Panel items

lways open All Control Panel ltems when opening Control Panel

| System |z Show only specified Control Panel items

| Windows Component , || ¢ >
< > Extended j, Standard /
4 setting(s)

Now on the screen appears the Pr oper ties window, where you can configure according to 1 of 3 options below:

1. Select Not Configured to set the Control Panel to always open the last time you use it.
2. Select Enabled to force Control Panel to open in the view with theicon. It can be Large or Small icon.
3. Select Disabled to force the Control Panel to open in the Category view.

After selecting, click OK .
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This pelicy setting controls the default Control Panel view,
whether by category or icons.

If this policy setting is enabled, the Control Panel opens to the
icon view,

If this policy setting is disabled, the Control Panel opens to the
category view.

If this policy setting is not configured, the Control Panel opens to
the view used in the last Control Panel session.
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Finally close the Local Group Policy Editor window and you do not need to restart the computer, open the
Control Panel window and check the changes.

If you want to return to the initial default settings, follow the same steps and set the option to Not Configured .

Refer to some of the following articles:

1. 6 waysto access Control Panel on Windows Server 2012

1. How is Control Panel and Settings menu on Windows 10 different?

1. Search and launch Java Control Panel on Windows operating system
Good luck!

Y ou finished reading the article "Change the default Control Panel view to a Windows computer™ edited by
the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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