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Change owner ship name in Windows XP

When installing any version of Windows operating system, users will encounter a prompt to enter their name and
company. These registration information will be saved in the registry and can be changed by editing the datain
the Registry Editor carefully.

When installing any version of Windows operating system, users will encounter a prompt to enter their name and
company. These registration information will be saved in the registry and can be changed by editing the datain
the Registry Editor carefully. However, no one can be assured of manipulating the Registry Editor and
interfering in its data. Even if someone is used to editing the registry, thisis still atime-consuming task. Will it
be more convenient and safe if you can open adialog box and enter new registration information? That is the
content that we want to introduce to you in the article.

Note : The tool introduced in this article has been published since 2002, designed for Windows XP and earlier
Windows versions - not for Windows Vista and Windows 7.

The tool we introduced in this article is the Registration Changer, which will help you work faster with these
difficult and time-consuming tasks. This is a tool built by combining the built-in features of Windows Script
Host and VBScript to create scripts. Has a nice interface and encapsulates in an HTML application (HTA). Note
that the Registration Changer is provided free of charge and you can download it here.

Observe detailed registration information

Registration information usually includes the owner's name and company name (if specified) and is usualy
stored in the registry as simple text strings. The owner's name is stored in the RegisteredOwner key, while the
company name is stored in the RegisteredOrganization key. Registration information is displayed on the
General tab of the System Properties dialog box in the Registered To section as shown in Figure A below.
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Figure A: User name and company name appear in the General tab of the System Properties dialog box.

It won't be a problem if this user still uses their computer, but in the case of transferring the computer to another
person in the company, everyone will need to make some changes.

Back up!

A top important note when working with the registry. Unintentional changes to your registry can cause system
crash. Therefore, you have to take action to back up your system before opening the registry.

Asyou probably know, the structure of the registry in Microsoft operating systemsis quite similar. The common
point is that but they also have some differences. In Windows 95, Windows 98, and Windows Me operating
systems, RegisteredOwner and RegisteredOrganization keys are stored in the key:

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHI NESOFTWAREM cr osof t W ndowsCur r ent Ver si on

In Windows NT, Windows 2000 and Windows XP, the keys are stored in the key:

HKEY LOCAL_ MACHI NESOFTWAREM cr osof t W ndows NTCur r ent Ver si on



The keys are empty

Note that one or both of the RegisteredOwner and RegisteredOrganization keys may be left blank. In other
words, these keys still exist in registry but they contain an empty string.

Automatically changing theregistry

As mentioned above, manually editing the registration information in the registry through the Registry Editor
requires sophistication and time-consuming. However, the Windows Script Host provides programming methods
that can alow you to automate the process of editing the registry. The two methods we use in this scenario are
RegRead and Reg\Write .

As its name implies, the RegRead method allows you to access a key in the registry and read the value stored in
that key. In contrast, the RegWrite method allows you to change the value of any key in the registry.

The Windows Script Host also provides you with many ways to change the registry, such as RegDelete .
However, because the Registration Changer utility does not really need to delete anything from the registry and
RegWrite method also allows you to overwrite a pre-existing value, so you probably won't need it. By the
RegDelete method in the script, just knowing its existence is enough.

To use the RegRead and RegWrite methods, you need to know the exact name of the key in the registry that you
want to change as well as its exact path. Besides, you also need to know exactly the type of data that the key
holds. Not to mention too much about this problem, you only need to know there are four different data types
that the registry includes: string type, unsigned 32-bit value type, binary binary data and macro strings Ability of
extension.

Install the Registration Changer utility

Once you have downloaded the Registration Changer utility, simply double-click the RegChange Installation.exe
file to ingtall it. When double-clicked, the installation program will prompt you to select a folder to install the
application. If the directory does not exist, the installation program will create it for you.

After installing the Registration Changer utility, you will see the following two filesin your selected folder:

RegChange. ht a
RegChange. i co

Obvioudy, the RegChangehta file is the HTA file that you will use to launch the application. The
RegChange.ico file contains the icon that HTA uses for the control menu and the taskbar.

Use the Registration Changer utility

Using the Registration Changer utility is very simple. After you install the utility, just double-click the HTA file
to launch it. If you like, you can create a shortcut to the HTA file and place that shortcut on your Start menu.
When launching the Registration Changer utility you will see the main screen as shown in Figure B below.



e Registration Changer
Windows Version

O OWindows 92/498ME
O OWindows MT/20000<F

Current Registration Information

Dizplay |

Mew Redistration [nformation

Chwner:
CrganiZzation:

Created For TechRepublic Dk | C |
ancel
by Greg Shuliz

vy, T heit'iniz. com

Figure B: The Registration Changer utility allows you to easily change your registration information

To get started, you need to select the operating system you are using. As you can see, the operating systems are
grouped according to the location in the registry where the RegisteredOwner and RegisteredOrganization keys
are saved. If you fail to select the operating system and click the Display or OK buttons, then you will see an
error message as shown in Figure C. When you click OK , you will be returned to the main screen and possibly
start again.



Registration Changer

Figure C: If you fail to select the operating system before starting, you will see an error message.

Be sureto choose theright operating system

Choosing the right operating system is very important in this stage. If you choose the wrong operating system,
the Registration Changer will apply changes to the wrong location in the registry. When that happens, the
registry information you want to change will remain the same and will appear unnecessary in the registry. If you
apply improper changes to the operating system, you can easily remove unnecessary things by running the utility
again and leaving the text boxes blank.

After selecting an operating system, you can view the current registration information for the system by clicking
the Display button. When you do, you will see the information currently registered in the dialog box shown in

Figure D.
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Figure D: The Registration Changer utility can display registration information before you make changes

If you want to change your registration information, simply enter the appropriate dialog boxes and click OK .
Y ou will then be prompted to confirm the operation before starting, as shown in Figure E.
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Figure E: Before the Registration Changer makes changes to the registry, it will give you the option to abort the
operation.

If you select No , you will be returned to the main screen and can start again. If you click Yes, Registration
Changer will apply changes to the registry. You can then immediately check the results by clicking the Display
button. When you're done, you can click Cancel or click Close, and the Registration window will close.

Delete theregistration infor mation

If you prefer to delete the registration information instead of entering new names, leave the text boxes blank and
click OK .

That's all you need to do with this utility. The Registration Changer makes it easier to edit the registry without
worrying too much. However, as we have mentioned before, you still need to perform a system backup before
you interfere with the registry.

Greg Shultz

Y ou finished reading the article "Change owner ship name in Windows XP" edited by the TipsM ake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on
tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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