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Advertising is making people use social media less

Ads are everywhere on social media, including between videos and short social media posts. And it's these
ubiquitous ads that are driving people away from socia media platforms.
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Ads have always been around on social media, but in the past few years they have increased across every
platform we have access to. There are ads on radio, TV — even streaming services — delivered through the mail,
and across social media channels.

It seemsimpossible to live without ads, and the only way to avoid them isto pay for the privilege. People are fed
up with targeted ads and constantly feeling like they need to buy things.

Even the social media accounts you follow are becoming places for advertising. Many people have friends who
are influencers on Instagram, Y ouTube, TikTok and subscribed to them years ago because they were childhood
friends. Now they are also being bombarded with ads from their personal channels.

There are ads — often targeted ads — in between short video content that drive users crazy. It can sometimes be
hard to tell what is an ad and what is considered 'content,’ as everyoneistrying to sell you something.

Uninteresting tar geted advertising
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The idea of ??targeted advertising is incredibly scary and uncomfortable for many people. Not everyoneis
someone who iswilling to spend money on something just because of an ad. Many people actively choose to
avoid targeted advertising because they don't want to see any ads at all or want them to be as un-tailored to their
interests as possible.

Social media advertising seems to have the opposite effect of attracting attention.

Even though people are familiar with advertising, social media
advertising isdifferent.

Inthe 90s, TV had standard commercials. Back then, TV didn't have pause or fast forward buttons and you
couldn't switch to another channel to avoid commercials.

Because people are used to seeing ads at fixed times, they have learned to live with them. Modern advertising is
not like that.

So what makes social media advertising different?

People don't get much real value out of using social media, so with the increase in advertising, it just makes
people less likely to want to participate. People don't plan their social media use like they would a TV show and
can turn it off at any time.

The only thing that keeps people coming back to social mediais the feeling of FOMO - fear of missing out - that
comes from not knowing if something super cool is happening that they haven't seen yet. For this reason, people
also won't pay to remove ads. Social mediawith ads or without ads is worthless.

TikTok is adding more useful content to its platform, but ads are turning people off. Annoying, repetitive, over-
targeted ads are causing people to decide to turn off and sometimes delete the social network in question.

Advertising is playing a positive role in people's lives to help them limit their social media usage. In fact,
advertising is not attracting more users but pushing them away.

Should you pay to avoid social media advertising?



Try aservice for amonth or afreetria to seeif apremium plan isworth it. Social media companies also offer
paid plans that can reduce or remove ads on the platform, but not all platforms offer this service.

In the EU, Meta offers an ad-free subscription. X offers different levels of X Premium. Reddit offers Reddit
Premium. But after trying these subscriptions, many people have concluded that they are not worth it given the
value they provide. For example, it is not worth paying for Meta to not show ads because they only apply the
subscription to one account and this does not fix the underlying quality issues with Instagram and Facebook.

Finally, don't use these subscriptions to avoid social media ads. Intense advertising on content-rich platforms
doesn't bother many people. If that's how the platform wants to make money and you can continue using it for
free, leave the ads on and just scroll past them or wait 30 seconds to see or listen to more content.

Sometimes advertising is even useful. Many new platforms have been explored through website advertising or
Y ouTube video advertising.

Most people prefer non-targeted ads over targeted ones. Ads are only interesting if they are something outside of
their usual interests and help people discover something new. If possible, pay to have more types of ads
delivered and explored in the future.

Don't be afraid of ads, especially if they appear at the right time and place. Social media advertising needs to be
overhauled, as many people would rather close the app than sit through endless 30-second, unskippable ads
every 2 minutes.

Y ou finished reading the article "Advertising is making people use social media less" edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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