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A simple and stable way to connect two computers
together.

Learn how to connect two computers quickly and reliably using various common methods. Step-by-step
instructions will help you easily transfer files and share data.

Connecting two computers is an effective solution for sharing data, collaborating, and backing up information
quickly without the need for intermediary devices. If you want to do this quickly, stably, and securely, the
following content will guide you step-by-step.

The benefits of connecting two computers together.

Connecting two computers offers many practical benefits for studying and working. When two devices are
linked, you can transfer large files faster than sending them via email or cloud platforms. This is also the optimal
solution if you need to share data between two computers in a local environment.

Additionally, connecting two computers together also helps to:

1. Back up your data directly, reducing the risk of file loss.
2. Allows sharing of printers, hard drives, and other resources within the local network.
3. Internal teamwork does not require an internet connection.
4. Significantly reduces transfer times for large files.

In particular, knowing how to properly connect two computers will ensure more stable speeds and higher
security compared to many other file transfer methods.
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Common ways to connect two computers together

There are many methods to connect two computers, depending on your needs and available equipment. Below
are detailed instructions for each method to ensure a stable connection and ease of use at home or in the office.

How to connect two computers together via LAN

This is the most common method for connecting two computers via a LAN in the same space. This method
offers high speed and good stability.

Steps to follow:

1. Access network settings:

1. Open the Start Menu > Type " Control Panel" and open the application.

1. Select Network and Internet .

1. Select Network and Sharing Center .



2. Open network connection properties:

1. In the Connections section , select the network you are using (Ethernet if using a LAN cable).

1. Select Properties .

3. Set up a static IP address:

1. Double-click Internet Protocol Version 4 (TCP/IPv4) or select it and click Properties .

1. Select "Use the following IP address" and enter the IP address for each machine, then click OK .

1. Computer 1
1. IP address: 192.168.1.11
2. Subnet mask: 255.255.255.0

1. Computer 2
1. IP address: 192.168.1.12
2. Subnet mask: 255.255.255.0

Note: The two computers must be on the same network subnet (192.168.1.x) and differ only in the last digit to
communicate with each other. Manually setting a static IP address may cause internet disconnection; this only
applies to direct connections or separate internal networks.

4. Check the connection between the two machines:

1. Type cmd in the search bar.

1. Open Command Prompt .
2. Enter the command:

ping [other_computer's_IP_number]

(If you are working on machine 1, replace it with the IP address of machine 2 and vice versa).

If you see the message "Reply from…" , it means the two computers have successfully connected. That
completes the process of quickly and stably connecting two computers to each other via LAN.



Experience powerful performance and modern design with genuine laptops at [website name]. Great prices,
many attractive gifts, and convenient trade-in options. Limited quantities available - visit now to avoid missing
out!

How to connect two computers together via WiFi

If you don't have a network cable, you can turn on a Mobile Hotspot on a device that already has an internet
connection and allow the other device to connect. The device will then act as a temporary Wi-Fi router to create
a local network.

Steps to follow:

1. Access the Mobile Hotspot:

1. In Settings, select Network and internet > Select Mobile hotspot .

2. Turn on Mobile Hotspot:

1. Toggle the Mobile Hotspot switch on .

3. Set a password:

1. Select Edit to customize network settings.

1. Enter a network name and password (if needed) > Click Save .

4. Connect to a second computer:

1. In Settings, select Network and internet > Select Wi-Fi .

1. Toggle the Wi-Fi switch on > Select Show available networks > Click on the first computer's Wi-Fi
name to connect.

After successfully connecting the two computers, you can open Command Prompt and use the ping command to
check if the two machines are linked, similar to the instructions in the previous step.

This method is convenient and doesn't require wires, but the speed depends on the quality of your Wi-Fi.

Note: You need to set the network to Private mode and enable Network Discovery. With older versions of
Windows, it's recommended to keep both computers in the same Workgroup to avoid recognition errors.

How to connect two computers together using a USB cable

In the absence of a LAN or Wi-Fi network, you can use a dedicated USB cable (USB Bridge) to directly connect
two computers and transfer data.

First, prepare a dedicated USB-to-USB cable (the kind with a control chip in the middle). Next, connect one end
of the cable to the USB port of the first computer and the other end to the USB port of the second computer.
Once successfully connected, the two computers should recognize each other to copy data.

This method is suitable when you need to connect two computers without setting up a complex network system.



Note:

1. Only use a USB Bridge (Easy Transfer Cable) with an intermediate processing chip when connecting two
computers. Do not use a regular USB AA cable as it may cause short circuits and damage the device.

2. In some cases, especially with older versions of Windows, the system may require the installation of
accompanying drivers and data transfer management software before use.

Compare the different ways to connect two computers together.

After learning about each way to connect two laptops, you should consider the pros and cons to choose the
solution that best suits your actual needs.

Based on the table above, if speed and stability are your priorities, LAN is the optimal choice. If you want more
convenience and flexibility, WiFi would be more suitable.

Note: The information in this article is compiled from official sources such as Microsoft and Apple support
documentation and practical experience from setting up local area networks. The steps may vary slightly
depending on the operating system version and device configuration.

Common errors when connecting two computers together.

During the process of connecting two computers, you may encounter several errors that interrupt data transfer or
prevent access to the other device. Below are some common errors:

1. Devices not detected: The two devices are not showing up in the Network section because Network
Discovery is not enabled or file sharing is not activated.

2. Incorrect IP address: When connecting via LAN, if the two computers are not on the same network
subnet, access will fail.

3. Firewall blocking the connection: Windows Firewall or antivirus software may prevent data sharing.
4. Different operating system versions: Some older versions are prone to compatibility issues.

If you encounter problems, double-check your sharing settings, IP configuration, and ensure both machines are
on the same local network before attempting to reconnect.

Pay attention to security when connecting and sharing data between
two computers.

To ensure safety when connecting two computers together, you should pay attention to the following security
principles:

1. Set a password for shared folders: Restrict unauthorized access from other devices on the same network.
2. Only share the necessary folders: Do not grant full drive permissions to avoid data leaks.
3. Disable post-sharing: Resume access immediately after file transfer is complete.
4. Regularly update your operating system: This fixes security vulnerabilities related to network

connectivity.
5. Do not share sensitive data on public networks: Avoid the risk of information theft.



Following the above guidelines will help ensure secure data sharing between two computers and minimize risks.

Connecting two computers correctly will help you transfer data quickly, stably, and securely in various
situations. At the same time, choosing the right method will optimize work performance and minimize errors
during use.

Frequently Asked Questions

Do you need an internet connection to connect two computers?

You can still connect to each other via LAN or USB without needing the internet.

Can two computers with different operating systems connect to each other?

Windows and macOS can connect via a shared LAN or WiFi network using the SMB protocol.

Is LAN connection secure?

It's safe to set a password and configure the correct access permissions when connecting.

You finished reading the article "A simple and stable way to connect two computers together." edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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