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8 unexpected uses of Task Manager

Task Manager is an important tool for all Windows users. This application will tell you why your computer is
running slow and will also allow you to find programs that are consuming alot of resources, whether it's CPU,
RAM, hard drive or network resources.

Task Manager is an important tool for all Windows users. This application will tell you why your
computer isrunning slow and will also allow you to find programs that are consuming a lot of resour ces,
whether it's CPU, RAM, hard drive or network resour ces.

<> Lock this computer
o Switch User
<> Log off

< Change a password..

< Start TaskManager s

Open Task Manager

Windows allows you to open Task Manager in many ways.
- Shortcuts : Press Ctrl + Shift + Escape (Esc) anywhere on Windows.
- Mouse: Right-click on the taskbar and select Start Task Manager.

- Traditional method: Press Ctrl + Alt + Del and select Start Task Manager.

See softwar e that isconsuming a lot of CPU and RAM

Task Manager will open the tab (tabs) immediately after being opened, allowing you to track open applications
and close them with the End Task button . This feature will work even if the app is suspended.
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18 Windows Task Manager

File Options View Windows Help

Applications |P'rncesse5 | services | Performarice | Metworking I Users |

Task - Status
3 Rdio Funning
i Beginner Geek: What Every Windows User Meed... Running
4 Downloads Running
EGDDQ|E Calendar Running
F How to Use the Mew Task Manager in Windows ...  Running
F Mew Tab - Google Chrome Funning
'flr Orade VM YirtualBox Manager Funning
l-‘i'] Realtek HD Audio Manager Running
_,ﬁ.sshnt—m].png - WinSnap Runining
ﬁsteam Running
E‘ Untiled (100%G) - Paint.MET v3.5.10 Running
E%hﬂiindnws 8 [Funning] - Orade WM VirtualBaox Funning

End Task CJ\}[ SwitchTo | | New Task...

Processes: 127 CPU Usage: 12% Physical Mermory: 67%

b A

The default tab will not reveal to you the level of resource usage. This tab will aso not show applications
running in the background (no main window).

Switch to the Processes tab to see all processes running on your computer, including applications with the main
window and applications running in the system tray (system tray - the area to the right of the taskbar) as well as
completely "hidden" applications within the operating system.

By default, Task Manager only displays the processes performed by your current user account. To see al
processes running on your computer, press the " Show processesfrom all users' button.
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File Options View Help

Applications | Processes | Services | Performance | Metwarking I Lsers |
Image Mame User Mame CPU  Memory (... =
Rdio.exe *32 Chriz oo 281,924 K
chrome.exe *32 Chris oo 207,424K |
chrome.exe *32 Chris ao 140,256 K
VirtualBox. exe Chris a7 86,732 K
chrome.exe *32 Chris Qo 74,988 K
chrome.exe *32 Chris a0 71,836 K
chrome.exe *32 Chris a0 59,304 K
chrome.exe *32 Chriz aa 53,008 K
chrome.exe *32 Chriz an 57,104 K
chrome.exe *32 Chris an 56,256 K
googledrivesync.exe *32 Chris ao 53,784 K
Evernote.exe =32 Chris 0o 51,192 K
explarer.exe Chris ao 50,616 K
WindowsLiveWriter.exe *32 Chris Qo 49,100 K
THXAudio, exe *32 Chriz oo 45,600 K
Steam.exe *32 Chriz ao 36,656 K
Daimtinthilat cwva hric mn AT RET K ¥
1 s M, l ;

[ @Ehuw processes from all users ] End Process
Processes: 126 CPU Usage: 10% Physical Mermory: 67%
LS -

You can aso select the View menu , select Select Columns and turn on the CPU Time option. Select the CPU
Time column to see which process uses the most processor time, so you can detect processes that use a lot of
CPU resources while you haven't tracked Task Manager.
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File Options View Help

Applications | Processes |5er'ui::es | Performance | Metwarking I Lsers |
Image Mame User Mame CPU CPU Time | =
chrome.exe *32 Chris a0 [J:42:4%
chrome.exg *32 Chris oo 0:33:28 |E
dwm,exe Chris a0 0:32:01
Steam.exe *32 Chris a0 0:21:23
Rdio.exe *32 Chris Qo 0:11:06
SetPoint.exe Chris (0} 0:07:.34
CSrs5.eXe ([} 0:05:27
SynTPEnh.exe Chriz aa 0:04:47
explorer.exe Chriz an 0:03:37
chrome.exe *32 Chris a0 0:03:15
WindowsLiveWriter.exe *32 Chris oo 0:02:26
googledrivesync.exe *32 Chris ao 0:02:09
VirtualBox, exe Chris 04 0:01:45
Evernote.exe *32 Chris (11} 0:01:14
chrome.exe *32 Chris a0 0:00:58
taskmar.exe Chris a0 0:00:51
rhrama cwva 37 i~hric [ [nl MM A7 o
4 | mn | F

[ @Ehuw processes from all users ] End Process
Processes: 126 CPU Usage: 7% Physical Mermory: 67%
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On Windows 8, the Processes tab shows both the usage of CPU, memory, hard disk and network resources at
the same location. You can find this information on Windows 7 , but they are displayed in many different
locations.



File Options View
Processes | Performance | App history | Startup | Users | Details | Services|

‘ 16% 29% 49% 0%
MName Status CPU Memary Disk Metwork
1 | | ! 1 =
Apps (3)
- (2 Intemet Explarer 0.7% 244 MB 0.2 MB/s 0 Mbps
15 Task Manager 0% 1.3 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
A Windows Explorer 0.4% 22.0MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps

Background processes (17)

[T Classic Shell Service (32 bit) 0% 0.6 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
[E7 COM Surrogate 0% 0.8 MB 0 MB/s 0Mbps
E Communications Service 0% 3.5MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
[=] Device Association Framework Provid... % 3.1 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
[" Host Process for Windows Tasks 0% 75MB 0.1 MB/s 0Mbps
&4 Microsoft Windows Search Filter Host 0% 0.8 MB 0 MB/s 0Mbps
&4 Microsoft Windows Search Indexer 6.3% 20.0 MB 0.7 MB/s 0 Mbps
d Micrasoft Windows Search Protocal ... 21% 1.7MB 0.1 MB/s 0 Mbps
< > ”
() Fewer details End task

Turn off hidden programs

A program may have an error that cannot completely escape causing a loss of the machine's resources. For
example, even if you have played a game programmed with errors, this game continues to run in the background
and uses alot of your CPU and RAM. Choose how to arrange CPU processes, right click on applications that use
the most CPUs and select End Process to resolve this error.
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1% Windows Task Manager L“':'“*l = |ﬂ
File Options View Help
Applications | Processes |5er'ui::es | Performance | Metwarking I Lsers |
Image Mame User Mame = CPU CPU Time =
§ VirtualBox, exe Chiriz 03 0:01:53
taskmar.exe Open File Location 0:00:51 |E
VirtualBox.exe 0:00:01
Winsnap64.exe End Process 0:00:01
taskeng.exe End Process Tree 0:00:00
WindowsLiveWr 0:02:27
) Debug
PaintDotMet. exe 0:00:02
chrome.exe *32 UAC Virtualization 0:00:00
chrome.exe *32 Create Dump File 0:00:05
chrome.exe *32 0:00:58
taskhost.exe >et Priority * | 0:00:00
VBoxSVC.exe Set Affinity... 0:00:01
chrome.exe *32 0:00:20
Rdio.exe *32 Properties 0:11:06
explorer.exe Go to Service(s) 0:00:12
Steam.exe =32 T o 0:21:23
Fhrama cwa 37 hric mn M 31 ¥
1 s Il | ;
[ @ghuw processes from all users ] [ End Process
Processes: 126 CPU Usage: 9% Physical Mermory: 67%
LS -

Check CPU usage and overall RAM

Switch to Performance tab to see the CPU usage and RAM usage of Windows. The CPU Usage History
section shows summary information about CPU usage, next to individual CPU charts. The Memory section
shows the level of RAM usage in Windows for a certain period of time.
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File Gptinns View Help

.ﬁ.pph-:atlnns Prucesses 5er'-.r|ces F'EFFC'FI'I'IEI'IEE Net'-\lnrkjng L.Isersf

CPU Usage CPU Usage History

Memary Physical Memory Usage History

Physical Memory (ME) System

Total 121534 Handles 44513

Cached 4010 Threads 1715

Available 3985 Processes 124

Free 35 Up Time 1:07:38:06
Commit {GE) 9/23

Kernel Memory (ME)

Faged 474

Monpaged 335 | "'_,'Eesuurl:e Monitor. .. ) |

Processes: 124 CPU Usage: 6% Physical Mermory: 67%

R -

If you find that your CPU and RAM usage levels are high, try to close programs that are using too much CPU
and RAM that you don't need to use on the Processes tab. If your CPU or RAM usage level is aways high, you
should consider upgrading RAM or higher speed processor.

Check thelevel of network usage of both Windows

If you have problems connecting to the Internet (the web is loading too slowly, Skype calls are frequently
interrupted .), you should check the network usage of Windows. Open the Networ king tab of Task Manager.



-"._. Windows Task Manager l = | [=] |ﬁr

File Options View Help

Applications | Processes | Services | Performance Networking | Users

Local Area Connection -

0.50 %

Wireless Network Connection

m

-

Adapter Name Metwork Utilization Link Speed Stat * I
Local Area Connection 0 %o - Disa—|
VirtualBox Host-Only ... 0 % 100 Mbps  Can |
Wliralaes rl.l_.:.‘h.l.lnfl.-' ) [ L3 Mhirme [l b
F 1 b
Processes: 128 CPU Usage: 18% Physical Memaory: 63%

R -

You will see the usage chart for each network card on your computer, including LAN and Wi-Fi network. This
way you will know whether any hidden programs on the computer are slowing down the network.

On Windows 8, you will see the network information displayed in the Performancetab .



File Options View

! Pru:usui Performance iApp history | Startup | Users | Details l S-enm:ﬁ

CPU
i 18% 2.20 GHz CPU |n|.E|(R) CDFE{TM) I?'3E10QM CPU @ 2.30

% Utilization 1

Memory
1.2/4.0 GB (30%)

Disk 0 (C:) /\j\
9% . : —
WSAAVN WV

Disk 1 (E) 60 seconds

0%

Utilization  Speed Maximum speed:

18% 2,20 GHz S
Ethernet Cores:
S0 R: 0 Kbps Processes  Threads Handles | ggical processors:

46 658 18241 Virtualization:

L1 he:
Ethernet Up time ceene

S: 0 R: 0 Kbps 0:00:15:28

L2 cache:

<

@ Fewer details (%) Open Resource Monitor

Check the network usage level of each program

Y ou may want to know how much bandwidth each application is using. On Windows 7, switch to Perfor mance
tab and select the Resour ce Monitor button to open the resource management application:



(N) Resource Monitor = | = I$

File Monitor Help
| Overview ! CPU | Memory | Disk | Metwork

- T -

P with Network Activity ~ > [ views |v]

Image PID Send (B/sed) Ry MNetwork 10 Kbps

chrome.exe 3856 123
| swchost.exe [LocalServiceAn.. 7904 40
swchost.exe (NetworkService) 1456 1
Steam.eue 11952 10
Rdio.exe 12344 [i]
System 4 3 | af j E
googledrivesyng exe 5744 1 60 Seconds 0

TCP Connections 100

m »

Network Acti... B 1 kbps Network L., Il 0% Network Utili... A

Image PD Address =

chrome.exe 3856 ig=in-f139.1e100.net

svchost.exe [LocalServiceAndNo... T904 239.255.255.250 L o
svchost.exe (NetworkService) 1456 fil2:1:3 3 Wireless Network Conn... 100% -
Steam,exe 11952 208-64-200-203 steampow.

swchost.exe [NetworkService] 1456 224.0.0.252

System 4 2.19.143.139

svchost.exe (NetworkService) 1456 Laptop

Rdio.exe 12344 223-3-105-177.deploy.stati.. _

S g 1 ,I_ 2 isme o wm s wma bbto e

i ] b 0 J
‘ TCP Connections v Wireless Network Conn... 100% -
‘ Listening Ports v

On the Network tab of Resource Monito r, you will see a list of applications that are using the network and
their usage. Note that usage includes all activities conducted over the network, ie not only activities conducted
over the Internet but also activities between different computers, between computers and other devices
(smartphone, tablet .) on the same local network.

On Windows 8, the Processes tab will tell you the network usage of each process.

Check the hard disk usage level of each process

When switching to the Disk card on the Resource Monitor, you can see how many applications are reading /
writing to the hard drive at a speed. If your hard drive is running slowly, this tool will show you which programs
are using the hard drive the most.
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() Resource Monitor e

File Monitor Help
| Overview I CPU | Memory Disk | Network

-

Processes with Disk Activity ~ » | Views |v|
] image PID Read (B/seq Write (B/s{ Disk 1 MB/sec A
System 4 1] 450
| swchost.exe [netsves) 1196 11,973
chrome.exe 3856 0 9,0
| SearchFilterHost exe 2828 178
svchost.exe (LocalServiceMet.., 1096 a

60 Seconds 04
Disk 0 (C:) Queue Length  0.05

m v

Disk Activity B 0kB/secDisk /O B 2% Highest Activ... (A

Image PID File Read .. Write =
chrome.exe 3856 Ch\User... (i} 24 E L / i J
System 4 Ch\User... o 4.1 o
SearchFilterHost. exe 20828 C\pag.. 178
System 4 C\User,,, (1] 1
System 4 C\User... 1]
System 4 CA\Pro... ] 11
svchost.exe (netsves) 1196 11,973
System 4 o 21
e | - - -
Storage ~
Logical Disk Physical Disk  Active Time... Available §
C 1] 033 2311

On Windows 8, you can view information about the usage of the hard drive on the Taskestab of Task Manager.

Check applicationsthat start with the device

On Windows 8, you can open the Startup card to check which applications are started with the device.

On Windows 7, to perform this task you will have to open msconfig program by pressing Windows + R key ,
then type " msconfig" . This program will also alow you to control the services started with the device.



£l System Configuration @

| General IBoot I Seruicesl Startup |Too|s |
|

Startup Item Manufacturer Command Location Date Disabled =
Creative S8 ... Creative Techn...
Internet Do... Tonec Inc. C:\Program Fil...  HKCU\SOFTWARE)...
Alcohol Virtw,., Alcohol SoftDe...  "C:\Program Fil... HKCUVSOFTWARE\... =
Viber Unknown "C:\Jsers\Hom... HKCU\SOFTWARE\...
Skype Skype Technol...  "C:\Program Fil... HKCU\SOFTWARE)...
[¥] Creative CT... Creative Techn... “C:\Program Fil... HKCU\SOFTWARE\, .. —
iCloud Apple Inc. C:\Program Fil...  HKCU\SOFTWARE!...
iCloud Contr... Apple Inc. Ci'\Program Fil...  HKCU\SOFTWARE\...
Catalyst® C... Advanced Micr... "C:\Program Fil... HKLM\SOFTWARE...
Creative Vol... Creative Techn... "C:\Program Fil... HKLM\SOFTWARE!...
Creative Up... Creative Techn... C:\Windows\U... HKLM\SOFTWARE!...
Tunies Apple Inc. "C:\Program Fil... HKLM\SOFTWARE\...
[ Nomne Comccnn Naee T ) [ TRp— L malonETA AR s el

[ Enable all ] | Disable all ]

Loc J[ cancel J[ epoly
[ “— - -

In msconfig, you can turn on / off programs that start with the computer.
In addition, you can use CCleane r to control programs that start with the machine.

If you want to use a more advanced process control program, you can use Process Explorer provided by
Microsoft (for free). This tool will provide some advanced features that Task Manager of Windows 7 and
Windows 8 do not have, such as the ability to view files and folders being " locked" by a program and unlock
this program. to edit that file.

Y ou finished reading the article "8 unexpected uses of Task Manager" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope
this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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