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8 small utilitiesfor a better Linux experience

Linux is one of the most flexible operating systems you can use today. From the interface to the internal

functions, you can customize almost everything on your Linux PC.

Linux is one of the most flexible operating systems you can use today. From the interface to the internal features,
you can customize almost everything on your Linux PC. Here are some simple yet powerful programs you can

use to enhance your Linux experience.

1. Caffeine

Caffeineis an incredibly lightweight program that keeps your desktop from going to sleep. It works with all
major desktop environments and can even prevent your screensaver from loading. This makesit an invaluable

tool for people who want their desktop to always be on.

2. Redshift

Y ou spend most of your work day staring at a computer screen. Staring at this screen continuously can lead to

[+ ramces@mte-ubuntu-desktop: ~ Q

CAFFEINE(1) General Commands Manual

NAME
caffeine - prevent desktop idleness in full-screen mode

SYNOPSIS
caffeine [--help|--version]

DESCRIPTION

Caffeine stops the desktop becoming idle when an application runs full-
screen, and hence prevents screen savers or power-saving activating even

if the machine is not being used.

OPTIONS
-h, --help
Show help and exit

-V, --version
Show program's version number and exit

SEE ALSO
caffeine-indicator(1), caffeinate(1)

Manual page caffeine(1) line 1 (press h for help or q to quit)

eye strain and migraines, especially in low-light environments.
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One way to fix thisisto use Redshift. Thisisasimple utility that adds ared tint to your desktop, making it easier
on the eyes during long work sessions.

ramces@mte-ubuntu-desktop: ~

:-$ redshift -h
Usage: redshift -1 LAT:LON -t DAY:NIGHT [OPTIONS...]

Set color temperature of display according to time of day.

Display this help message
Verbo utput
Show program version

DAY:NIGHT Screen brightness to apply (between 0.1 and 1.0)
Load settings fro ifi configuration file
Additional gamma tion to apply
Your current location

-1 PROVIDER Select provider for automatic location updates

(Type "list' to s available prov s)

METHOD Method to use lor temperat
(Type D available method

One shot manual mode (set color temperat
Print mode (only print parameters and ex
Reset existing gamma ramps before appl

Disable fading between color temperatures
DAY:NIGHT Color temperature to set at daytime/night

3. Unclutter

The mouse cursor is an important part of any Linux desktop. However, there are times when the mouse cursor
can get in the way of your desktop sessions. In my experience, this often happens when writing drafts and doing
graphics work.

Unclutter is a program that discreetly hides your mouse cursor whenever you are not using it.
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TTER-XFIXES(1) UNCLUTTER-XFIXES(1)

unclutter-xfixes - rewrite of unclutter using the X11-Xfixes extension

SYNOPSIS
unclutter [--timeout seconds] [--jitter radius] [--exclude-root]
[--ignore-scrolling] [--ignore-buttons buttons] [--hide-on-touch]
[-=-fork|=b] [--help|=h] [--version|-v] [=--start-hidden]

Compatibility arguments:

unclutter [--display|-d display] [--idle seconds] [--keystroke] [--grab]
[--noevents] [--reset] [--root] [--onescreen] [--not] pname .

4. PV

Pv isasmall and unique tool that can pass data over UNIX pipes. It works by wrapping existing commandsin
strings and printing the throughput, speed and duration of the current task. This allows you to have a better look
at your system, providing insight into where your shell commands can be improved.
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:-$ pv < [dev/zero > sample.file
1.46GiB 0:00:85 [45.9MiB/s] [ c=>

5. Fzf

Fzf is apowerful filtering tool for reading and searching listsin Linux. As afiltering utility, fzf works best when
you pair it with UNIX pipes. It reads data received from standard input and prints your selections to standard
output. This makesit valuable for creating custom menus and basic search prompts for your shell scripts.

ramces@mte-ubuntu-desktop: ~/Downloads

6. Clip menu

One of the biggest frustrations people have with Linux is moving data from different sources. Thisis because
traditional desktops, such as X11 and Wayland, can only hold one copy buffer at atime. This leads to ‘awkward
clipboard management' where you create a temporary file containing your clipboard fragments for later use.

Clipmenu is atool that provides a simple and easy to use clipboard manager for Linux. It basically usesa
background daemon and a helper program to display its copy buffer. Unlike other solutions, Clipmenu is
completely system-agnostic, meaning you can use it on any Linux desktop and window manager.

/. Fusuma

Fusumaisabasic utility that adds intuitive trackpad gestures to Linux. It lets you control your desktop with
familiar multi-touch gestures like 'two-finger swipe' and 'pinch and zoom'. As someone who occasionally uses a
laptop, thisisreally helpful in making your work computer easier to use.



8. Cowsay

Finally, not al Linux utilities are focused on streamlining functionality and productivity. Some are just for pure
fun. Cowsay isaquirky CLI tool that takes your text input and lets an ASCII cow speak.

ramces@mte-ubuntu-desktop: ~ Q

:-$ cowsay "Hello, Make Tech Easier!

Learning some of the best little utilitiesin Linux is just the beginning of exploring the operating system. Take a
deeper look at what you can do with this wonderful and diverse world by checking out some of the best terminal

toolsfor Linux today.

Y ou finished reading the article "8 small utilitiesfor a better Linux experience" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles

on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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