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8 Free Microsoft Store Apps That Make Windows
Better

The Microsoft Storeisn't very popular with Windows users, but the apps it offers —including free ones — offer a
ton of hidden benefits.

Windows 11 comes with aton of apps and features to get you started, but you can take your experience even
further with the right apps. While there's no shortage of tools you can download from the internet, many people
prefer to use the Microsoft Store because the apps there are verified by Microsoft and updates are easy.

The store is full of apps, from productivity tools to fun customization tools. The right apps can help you work
faster, organize your files more efficiently, and even make everyday tasks more enjoyable.

8. PDFgear

All-in-one PDF document processing companion
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PDFs are everywhere, and while Windows 11 lets you view them in Edge with afew annotation tools, the
experienceis still basic. If you regularly need to merge multiple PDFs, rearrange pages, or convert files to other
formats, PDFgear is a must-have app.
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Thisfree app isincredibly intuitive and puts afull suite of PDF tools at your fingertips. In addition to viewing
and editing, PDFgear lets you fill out forms, insert images, and even run OCR to convert scanned documents
into searchable text.
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While Windows lets you control the volume for individual applications, you have to open the volume mixer
every time you want to adjust it. EarTrumpet changes all that by placing individual volume sliders for each
application right on the taskbar. With it, you can adjust music, game sounds, and notifications individually
without having to dig through multiple menus.

6. QuickL ook

Quickly view all files
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File Explorer on Windows already shows thumbnails and has a dedicated Preview Paneif you want to view
photos or documentsin larger format, but this feature isn't really useful when you want to quickly check large
documents, audio, or video files.

Y ou could open dedicated apps for each file type, but launching them takes time—and that's not practical if you
just want to preview a bunch of filesto find the one you need. QuickL ook solves this problem by letting you
preview almost any file with asingle press of the spacebar. For anyone who's used a Mac, this may sound
familiar, and it probably is.

5. TreeSize Free

Find out what's eating up your storage space
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Name Size Allgcated Files Folders % of Parent (.. Last Modified

v am 45206GB C\ on [Windows-55D] 452.0 GB 441.1GB 604,847 124,246 mo.oi_ 10/8/2025
2852 GB Users 2852 GB 280.8GB 257,812 23,123 63.1% 10/8/2025
544 GB Windows 544 GB 476 GB 176,818 77419 120% 10/8/2025
333GB [9Files] 333G 33368 9 0 T4% 10/8/2025
320GB Program Files 320G8 32268 103,594 12,060 1% 10/8/2025
121GB $RecyeieBin 121G8 121G8 17,989 6,150 27% 10/7/2025
10.1GB ProgramData 10.1 GB 10.2 GB 24,644 3768 22% 10/8/2025
9.1GB System Volume Information 9.1GB 9.1GB 15 15 20% 10/8/2025
BAGB Program Files (x86) B84GE B4GB 21477 1306 18% 10/8/2025
- 4.6 GB Recovery 46 GB 46 GB 483 176 10% 9/6/2025
_ 43GB Cusiomizations i 4368 4368 1 o SR /52024
27715 MB OEM 27715 mB 2783 MB 4, 173 59% 9/6/2025
1.1 KB [1Files] 11KB 40 KB 1 0 00% 712372025
0Bytes Logs 0 Bytes 0 Bytes 0 0 00% 12/15/2024
24 GB Drivers 24GB 24 GB 1640 161 05% 8572024
4873MB riya 487.3M8 4879 MB 310 0] 01% | o605
469MB Perflogs 469 MB 470 M8 39 3 00% 6217205
85MB HEIC Files 835MB B5MB 4 Q 00% Bf2/2025
21MB $SysReset 21MB 21M8 6 4 0.0% 71212025
3060KB $Windows.~WS 3060 KB 1200 KB 7 2 00% TNTF2025
0 Bytes Documents and Settings 0 Bytes 0 Bytes 0 0 003% 10/3/2024
‘ree Space: 40.1 GB (of 474 GB) 1 Files 0 Excluded 4,096 Bvtes per Cluster (NTFS)

Windows shows how much space each drive is using, but it doesn't make it easy to see which folders are taking

up the most space. Instead of opening each folder's properties, you can use TreeSize Free to see what's taking up
space on your PC.

4. Power Toys

Productivity Tools You Didn't Know You Needed
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PowerToys Settings

Dashboard

General

Advanced Paste
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Calculator
Calculates mathematical equations (e.g. 5*3-2)

i) Folder

Navigates folders starting from a drive letter ‘C:\' or from the user home '~

o) History
Accesses previously selected results

Peek

Peek is a quick and easy way to preview files. Select a file in File Explorer and press

the shortcut to open the file preview.
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B PowerToys Settings
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Remap keys ;-

Select the key you want to change ("Select") and then configure the key, shortcut or text you want it to send ("To send").

Example of a remapping: Select A and send "Ctrl+C", "A" would be your *Select" and "Ctr{+C" would be your *To send" command.

Select: To send:
Select Send Key/Shortcu v Select
Home v Ctrl (Left) v C b
Select Send Key/Shortcu  ~ Select
End v Ctrl (Left) v \

+ Add key remapping

PowerToys are one of those apps that add alot of useful features to your Windows computer. For example,
Command Palette gives you macOS-style Spotlight sear ch to open apps, run commands, sear ch local files,
and even do quick web sear ches. The Wor kspaces module lets you launch a specific group of apps and files
with asingle click.

3. ShareX

Screenshots and more, all upgraded
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The Snipping Tool app has improved alot over the years and should meet most peopl€e's needs. However, it lacks
some key features that you might need, such as the option to take screenshots using your mouse cursor, take
scrolling screenshots, or automatically take screenshots at specific intervals.

ShareX addresses all of those shortcomings and more. In addition to the standard screenshot features, it aso

offers feature-rich annotation and editing tools, allowing you to blur or pixelate certain parts of the image, add
shapes, emojis, watermarks, or even unigue backgrounds.

2. Ditto

Never lose a snippet again

General Supported Types Keyboord Shortouts Copy BuMfers Guick Poste Keyboord Friends Stets  About
180 start Ditto on System Startup
B Maomum Humbar of Sived Cogies 500

Paste Entrios Expire ater Days
Language Englsh Aboct Language

Theme DarkerDitto v About Theme

Defauit Fant

( [Aned

oK

Ditto is an open source application that is like the Windows clipboard but improved. With Ditto, you can easily
access previously copied items, edit them, and even search them. The application can store unlimited items and
will not erase them when you restart, unlike the Windows Clipboard.

The app runsin the background, always ready with a ssmple shortcut of your choice. Not only can you pin
specific items, but you can aso assign specific shortcuts to them for easier pasting.



1. Lively Wallpaper

Make your desktop come alive

Windows lets you set a static wallpaper or asimple slideshow, but if you want something more dynamic, Lively
Wallpaper isfor you. It can turn any GIF , video, or even web page into an interactive wallpaper, bringing your
desktop to lifein away that a static image can't.

Y ou can choose from the built-in wallpaper library or use your own mediafiles. Lively Wallpaper also supports
multiple monitors, allowing each monitor to have its own live wallpaper.

Y ou finished reading the article "8 Free Microsoft Store Apps That Make Windows Better" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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