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7 tipsto speed up Tor browser

Sincetraffic in Tor isrouted in this fashion, it can dramatically decrease your browsing speed. In addition, |SPs
can restrict or regulate Tor traffic without prior warning. Tor FAQs say their main focusis security, not speed.

Tor protects your online anonymity through unique onion-style routing, in which encrypted data passes through
severa intermediary nodes. Neither of these nodes knows anything about your data origin or final destination,
thus helping to protect your identity.

However, thereis one downside. Since traffic in Tor isrouted in this fashion, it can dramatically decrease your
browsing speed. In addition, 1SPs can restrict or regulate Tor traffic without prior warning. Tor FAQs say their
main focus is security, not speed.

However, the following tips will help speed up your browser and make Tor faster.

1. Check the Tor browser for thelatest updates

Regular experience shows that updating the Tor browser allows you to get up to speed even faster. Go to the
three horizontal bar menu icon at the top right, followed by 'Options and the'General' tab . Here you can
check out any updates. If an update is not available for along time, you may experience slower speeds. So, it is
better to update it regularly.

about:preferences

Tor Browser Updates
Keep Tor Browser up to date for the best performance, stability, and security.

Version 78.4.0esr (64-bit) Show Update History...

+» Tor Browser is up to date Check for updates

Allow Tor Browser to

® Automatically install updates (recommended)

2. Using Bridge Relay
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If you suspect that the ISP is throttling your bandwidth while you are using Tor, you will have to use one of its
features called Bridge Relay. Thiswill make it difficult for anyone tracking traffic to determine that you are
using this anonymous browser. Tor cannot use bridgesif you set up a proxy.

To get started, go to the Options menu from the three horizontal barsicon in the top right and select ' Tor
Settings . Here, you can find the Bridges section , do not use the bridge relay if your Tor speed isnormal. (It
will still be slower than anormal 1SP speed).

about:preferences#tor

Tor Settings

Tor Browser routes your traffic over the Tor Network, run by thousands of volunteers around the

world. Learn More

Bridges
Bridges help you access the Tor Network in places where Tor is blocked. Depending on where you
are, one bridge may work better than another. Learn More

V| Use a bridge

® Select a built-in bridge obfs4 Vi
Request a bridge from torproject.org m
meek-azure

Provide a bridge

Enter bridge information from a trusted source.

While using a selected integrated bridge you should use available options like 'obfs4' and 'meek-azure'. They
will disguise traffic between the client (you) and the first switching node so that the ISP cannot identify you as a
Tor connection.

Y ou can aso request a new bridge from tor proj ect.com. After solving the captcha code, you will get abridge
connection like the following image.



Tor Settings

Tor Browser routes your traffic over the Tor Network, run by thousands of volunteers around the

world. Learn More

Bridges
Bridges help you access the Tor Network in places where Tor is blocked. Depending on where you

are, one bridge may work better than another. Learn More

V| Use a bridge
Select a built-in bridge
® Request a bridge from torproject.org Request a New Bridge.

obfs4 93.104.161.141:443 A4BOACA1984A6CC2EAT241D61CD255F843CAT2AE cert=Wd1
obfs4 185.220.101.236:7589 92C40C618AD6DT29D23F2CD3805E49245A4CT57E cert=pt
obfs4 23.83.242.172:50001 B52762C10958365B812CD7D55A7DF262A1EC226FD cert=QZj
< >

Sometimes there is no new bridge. In that case, you can request a bridge by sending an email to
'bridge@tor project.org' from aGmail, Yahoo or RiseUp address.

After the bridge connection is successful, you can enjoy regular or higher Tor speeds without being subjected to
ISP restrictions.

3. Usethe New Tor Circuit for this Site option

If the page doesn't load fast enough, it could be due to a number of reasons, such as social media buttons,
analytics tools, advertisements, and others. To solve these problems, Tor has a new feature that reloads the active
web page or window over anew Tor circuit. This menu item can be accessed from a three-bar menu. Every time
the page doesn't load quickly, you can click this option to create a new circuit. Of course, for this option to show
up, you need to update your Tor browser.
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@ Restart to update Tor Browser

B} New Window Ctrl+M

@ Mew Tor Circuit for this Site  Ctrl+Shift+L

Zoom et 100% - s
Edit X b @
I\ Library ?
=0 Logins and Passwords
9§ Add-ons Ctrl+Shift+ A
'I:I' Options
," Customize...
Open File... Ctrl+0
Save Page As.., Ctrl+5
Q Print...
English I:EI"I) it I Q Find in This Page... Ctri+F

4. Use the New identity option

Sometimes you get stuck at a slower speed for no reason, which can be helpful to restart the Tor browser to get
the new speed. Y ou can also use another feature called ‘New identity' , accessible from the three-bar menu. This
isalso agreat security feature, asit prevents the next browser activity from possibly linking to what you were
doing previoudly.
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5. Optimizing PC / Mac/ Linux for Tor operations

To ensure that the speed issues are minimal, you need to make sure that the system clock and time zone are set
correctly. Tor recommends that you temporarily disable the following software, as they have been known to
interfere with your browsing:

1. Webroot SecureAnywhere

2. Kaspersky Internet Security 2012
3. Sophos Antivirus for Mac

4. Microsoft Security Essentials

It is better to disable any anti-virus software that is affecting the system tray. Also, turn off the firewall and if
you are using the new version of Tor browser, uninstall the old version. Don't overwrite old programs. If another
Tor isrunning, it could seriously affect your connection speed.

Y ou should configure Tor to isolate cookies and clear your browsing history after each session. Go to about:
preferences# privacy in Tor and make sure you have these security options turned on.



about:preferences#privacy

Browser Privacy

Onion Services
Prioritize .onion sites when known. Learn more

Always

@ Ask every time

Cookies and Site Data
Your stored cockies, site data, and cache are currently using 0 bytes of disk Clear Data...

space. Learn more
Manage Data...

@® In permanent private browsing mode, cookies and site data

) ; Manage Permissions...
will always be cleared when Tor Browser is closed.

6. Use recommended perfor mance settings

Tor has afeature that alows you to tailor your browser performance values ??based on your computer's
hardware and operating system. It can be accessed from Settings and is disabled by default. Turn it on to make
sure the right speed is supported by your device.

G | @ Tor Browse about:preferences
F General
} Home
Performance
L Search

/| Use recommended performance settings Learn more

These settings are tailored to your computer's hardware and operating

) Privacy & Security

» Tor
Browsing
/| Use autoscrolling
/| Use smooth scrolling

Show a touch keyboard when necessary

7.Insert new Torrcfiles

One quick tip to speed up Tor isto edit the Torrc files. However, this method may not work for everyone, and
results may vary. You can locate it by right-clicking on the Tor browser menu icon and choosing Properties.
Then, go to the following path: Tor Browser > Browser> Data> Tor .
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Move Copy Delete Rename MNew Properties
Paste shortcut to- to~ - folder - £ History DDImrerts
Organize MNew Open Seles

rowser * Browser » TorBrowser » Data ¢ Tor @
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Name Date modified Type Size
keys File folder
onion-auth File folder
d cached-certs File
J cached-microdesc-consensus File
J cached-microdescs File
_| cached-microdescs.new NEW File
,J geoip File
| | geoipt File
[ 1ock File
[]state ~ COPY-PASTE NEW File
J torre File
| ] torrc.orig.1 1File D KB
[ torrc-defaults File 2KB
L
J unverified-microdesc-consensus File 2,201 KB

Y ou can download new Torrc files here. It has been tested as virus-free. Just delete the old Torrc filein the
directory path and replace it with the updated file.

Y ou finished reading the article "7 tips to speed up Tor browser" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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