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6 waysto reset Windows computer toitsoriginal
State

Resetting a Windows compuiter is the fastest and easiest way to return Windowsto its original normal stete.
Even though Windows is currently operating very slowly and is infected with viruses. This method will
completely make Windows 'clean’ and give optimal performance again. Thisarticle will introduce to you 4
different ways to reset Windows on your computer, please refer to them.

If you are using Windows 10, please refer to how to reset your Windows 10 computer because this operating
system has options available for you to reset more easily.

1. How to restore factory settingsto Windows 10 using the integrated
method

Factory Resetting Windows used to be an inconvenient process, but Microsoft introduced a much easier way to
doit in Windows 8. Thisis also included in Windows 10 and is the best way to do it. restore factory settings to
Windows computers in most cases.

To access this Windows reinstallation option, go to Settings > Update & Security > Recovery . You will see
the Reset this PC section , click the Get started button below it to get started.
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Keep filesor delete everything?

Y ou will have two initial options to choose from when resetting Windows 10 thisway: Keep my files and
Remove everything.
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Selecting Keep my fileswill set operating system options back to default and remove all installed applications
(such as browsers, Microsoft Office, and games), but keep files such as documents and music. As the name
suggests, Remove ever ything means a complete factory reset: All options will return to their original defaults
and delete all your files and applications. After that, Windows will be like on abrand new computer.

Although the Keep my files option will retain personal data, you should still back it up before using it in case
something goes wrong.

Resetths PC

Choose an option

Keep my files
Removes apps and settings, but keeps your personal files

Remove everything

Removes all of your personal files, apps, and settings.

Cancel

Cloud Download or Local Reinstall?

On modern versions of Windows 10, you will next have to choose how you want to reinstall Windows. There are
two ways. Cloud Download or Local Reinstall .

Local reinstall usesfiles on the current system to create a new copy of Windows. Although it saves you from
downloading any files from the Internet, it also won't work if your Windows installation is corrupted.

With Cloud download , the process downloads a new copy of Windows 10 from Microsoft over the Internet.
Thiswill reinstall the version of Windows 10 you're currently running (along with any minor updates), so you
won't be upgraded to a newer feature update.

Downloading Windows will consume several gigabytes of data, so be careful if you're on alimited connection.
However, if you have afast Internet connection, this option may be faster than alocal reinstall.
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Cloud download can use more than 4 GB of data.

Options when resetting Windows 10

Next, you'll see an Additional settings menu with aCurrent settings section, which contains a summary of
what you've chosen to do so far. Thereis also a Change settings link that you can click for more options.

If you previously selected Keep my files, the only option in Change settingsis a Download Windows?
redundant for cloud or local installations. There are more options when you choose Remove ever ything.

Turn on Clean data? will erase everything on the drive to reduce the chance of someone recovering the data
later. Although this process takes some time, you should use it if you plan on not using your computer anymore.
Thisis not necessary if you decide to keep your device.

Choose settings

Clean data? Delete files from all drives?

Just remonve your fles. This is guicker, but kess Delete all files only from Windows denee

b @) No, onty Windows drive

®_D Mo

Download Windaws?
Downiload and reinstall Windows

o

Turn on Deletefilesfrom all drives? to erase everything on all drives you have connected to your computer.
Thisincludes externa hard drives and recovery drives. Because you may have backups and other important files
on those drives, you should not use this feature unless you want to permanently erase everything related to your
computer.

If you buy a PC with everything pre-installed, you'll also see the Restore preinstalled apps? dider. here. Turn
this feature off and Windows will not include manufacturer bloatware and other pre-installed apps when



reinstalled. This option will not appear if you install Windows yourself from the beginning.
Confirm the Windows 10 r eset oper ation

Click Confirm when you are satisfied with the options above. The final screen before you begin the factory reset
istitled Ready to reset thisPC .

You'll seealist of actions the process performs. Click View appsthat will be removed if you want to double-
check which apps are affected by this process.

Finally, confirm the operation by clicking Reset , then wait for the process to complete. If you are restoring
factory settings to your laptop, make sure you have the laptop plugged in to avoid losing power during operation.
Y ou will need to go through the Windows 10 setup process once completed.

Make sure you follow the recommended steps after reinstalling Windows 10.

2. Restore Windows 10 factory settings using the " Fresh Start" option
(old version)
If you're using an older version of Windows 10, Microsoft offers another way to factory reset your computer,

called Fresh Start . Starting with Windows 10 version 2004, this option has been replaced by the procedure
described above, so use that option if you're using a modern version.

To access Fresh Start, on the Settings > Update & Security > Recovery page, click the Learn how to start
fresh with a clean installation of Windows link at the bottom. This will open the Windows Security app,
displaying the Fresh start option . Click Get started to continue.

Windows Security

&2 Fresh start

Start fresh with a clean and up-to-date installation of Windows.

Get started

Here's how Fresh Start works:



1. Fresh Start aways keeps your personal files, with no option to erase everything and restore factory
settings compl etely.

2. Fresh Start downloads the latest version of Windows 10 from Microsoft, with no option to reinstall from
local files. Therefore, Fresh Start avoids clutter by removing all non-standard Windows applications,
including manufacturer bloatware. The only exception is Microsoft Store apps that have been installed by
the manufacturer, which still exist.

3. Finaly, Fresh Start keeps "some Windows settings,” but doesn't specify which settings. The reset process
above does not keep any of your settings.

In anutshell, Fresh Start downloads a copy of the latest version of Windows 10, keeps personal files and some
settings, and doesn't leave behind any manufacturer bloatware beyond the Store app. Meanwhile, the standard
reset option lets you choose whether to keep your files, not save any settings, install the same version of
Windows, and lets you choose how to reinstall the operating system. .

Remember that after reinstalling this way, you may need to re-enter license keys for premium applications and
may need to update system drivers.

3. Resat Windows using recovery disc (Recovery Disc)

If your computer does not have arecovery partition available, the manufacturer will attach arecovery disc (
Recovery Disc ) to you when you buy a computer with pre-installed licensed Windows ( or a license key with the
device).

@ Recovery Media Creation

Welcome to Recovery Media Creation

sery media for your computer.

Thisisusually aCD or DVD containing all the data so the user can quickly restore Windows to its origina state
upon purchase and will be stored in arecovery partition on the disk.



4. Reset your computer using the'Refresh' or 'Reset’ featurein
Windows 8

If you use Windows 8 or newer, you will be lucky to have two quite useful features from Microsoft: ' Refresh
and ' Reset '. Thanks to these two features, you probably won't need to use the recovery partition and recovery
disk every time you need it.

(® Update and recovery Refresh your PC without affecting your files

- other personal files
Windows Update P =

Get stanted

File History

Recovery Remove everything and reinstall Windows

i you want to recycle your PC or start over completely, you can reset it 1o its factory settings

Get started

Advanced startup

Start up from a device or disc (such as a UISB drive or DWD), change Windows startup settings,
r restore Windows. from a system image. This will restart your PC

Restart now

- Refresh: This option will install and refresh Windows 8 according to the manufacturer's default but still keep
the same data on the computer such asfiles, pictures, music and applications ( Desktop and Metro).

This option can be used if you encounter some stubborn errors on Windows that cannot be resolved and above
all do not want to lose files and applications in use on the system.

- Reset: Unlike Refresh, this option will reset the Windows 8 operating system and delete all applications, files,
music, and images just like you reinstalled the system. This option can be used when you want to reinstall the
system or transfer your computer to someone else to use. This process will require the user to enter the Windows
8 key to be able to perform.

5. Restorefactory settings for Windows 10 from the boot process using
advanced methods

Although the methods listed above will work for most users, there are a'so some advanced ways to reset
Windows, if you need them.

To run afactory reset of Windows 10 from the boot process (for example, in case you can't get into Windows
normally), you can start afactory reset from the Advanced Startup menu.

To launch this menu if Windows isworking properly, go to Settings > Update & Security > Recovery . In the
Advanced startup section, click Restart now to reboot into Advanced Startup. Alternatively, you can open
the Start menu and expand the power menu there, then hold down the Shift key as you click the Restart button.

In case you can't do either of these, try pressing F11 at startup, which will open Advanced Startup on some
systems. Failing this, Windows will automatically launch Advanced Startup after 3 unsuccessful startup
attempts.



When Advanced Startup isopen, select Troubleshoot , then select Reset This PC to begin the factory reset
process similar to method 1 above. Y ou can select Advanced options for more options, but none of them allow
you to factory reset Windows 10 unless you have saved a system image.

© Troubleshoot

Reset this PC
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your files, and then renstalls Windows

Advanced options

Otherwise, you can boot into the BIOS and load the recovery partition directly on the hard drive, if the PC
manufacturer includes one. However, if you factory reset using this method, you will reinstall al the
manufacturer bloatware. Whileit's not ideal, it can be helpful if you have no other options.

You can alsotype " create arecovery drive" into the Start menu to access atool that allows you to create your
own recovery drive. However, this requires a bit of free space and you'll have to do it before you run into
problems. If you haven't done so already, it's best to create a new Windows 10 installation disc, as described in
method 3.

There is no way to factory reset Windows from the BIOS. TipsMake's BIOS manual shows how to reset the
BIOS to default options, but you can't factory reset Windows through it. There's a'so no way to factory reset a
laptop without turning it on; Y ou need power to do all the above operations.

6. Install Windows again from scratch to reset the computer

If your computer cannot apply any of the above methods, your only option isto reinstall Windows. This method
isquite tedious, but it will help you quickly regain control of Windows from scratch.



Installing Windows...

That's zll the informaticn we need right now. Your computer will restart several times during
installation.
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And to be more secure, you should create a Ghost copy right after reinstalling Windows so you can quickly
restore it when necessary using Onekey Ghost . Wishing you success!

Y ou finished reading the article "6 ways to reset Windows computer to itsoriginal state" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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