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6 tips to free up storage space on Google Photos

Google Photos is definitely one of the trusted photo archiving tools for many people. Cloud storage is a great
way to keep your photos safe in case something goes wrong with your phone.

However, storage on the cloud storage is limited, unless you pay for the additional storage plans. If you're using
free Google Photos storage and are currently worried about running out of storage space, try some of the tips
below to free up storage in your Google Photos account. This is also a way for you to clean up your photo
library.

Convert to high quality photos

All photos you have uploaded in original quality to Google Photos count against your storage quota. You can
quickly free up space in Google Photos by converting all your uploaded photos in original quality to high
quality. This can be done on the Google Photos web platform.

Navigate to the Google Photos website on your computer, then click the Settings icon in the top right corner near
your profile photo. In the settings menu, click the Recover storage option. Google Photos will provide an
overview of how much space you will save after converting photos and videos from original quality to high
quality. In addition, all your videos will be compressed to 1080p to save space.
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Remember that this method will only work until June 1, 2021. Once the new Google policy goes into effect, all
high-quality photos uploaded to Google Photos will also be counted toward your account's storage quota.

Delete unsupported video files

Google Photos supports backing up a wide range of photo and video formats, including RAW files from pro
cameras, MKV videos, etc.

However, saying so does not mean that all media file types are supported by Google Photos. These files cannot
be opened, but still take up your memory space. So finding and deleting these files is really necessary.

To remove all unsupported videos from Google Photos, open the Google Photos website on your computer, then
click the Settings icon in the top right corner near your profile photo.

On the Settings page, you will see an option to 'Unsupported videos'. Click 'View' to see a specific list, then
remove all incompatible videos to free up space in Google Photos. Make sure to empty the trash too if you've
deleted particularly large files.

Delete junk screenshots

Many of us often have a habit of taking screenshots to quickly store information, moments immediately
displayed on the screen. These images are usually not of lasting value, but sometimes we forget to delete them as
well. Over the years, you may have accumulated a lot of junk, no longer valid screenshots.

You can easily find all the screenshots you uploaded to Google Photos by searching for the keyword
"screenshots". Then, select and remove images that are no longer valid.



Empty the trash

Any photos or videos you delete from Google Photos will be in the trash section for up to 60 days. At the same
time, the trash item itself is also capable of holding up to 1.5GB of deleted data.

If you want to immediately free up space in Google Photos, empty the trash to instantly reclaim a decent amount
of space. For example, you need to empty the trash immediately after removing the unsupported screenshots and
videos from your photo library as outlined in the steps above.

Resize photos before uploading them to Google Photos

If you normally back up photos taken from your DSLR to Google Photos, it's a good idea to resize the files
before uploading them. Photos up to 30-40MP resolution will take up a large amount of valuable space in your
Google account - while they are usually very rarely used.

By reducing the resolution of your photos, you will significantly reduce their file size and thereby save quite a
bit of storage space on Google Photos. Depending on the actual use case, you may be able to resize your DSLR
photo to around 20-25MP. This is a reasonable level.

Alternatively, you can also reduce the resolution of the videos before uploading them, or use a different file
format to reduce the file size.

Delete files from Google Drive and Gmail

Any files or documents you back up on Google Drive will count towards your Google account storage quota. So
if you want to free up more storage space in Google Photos, you should also consider removing junk documents



and other unnecessary files from Google Drive.

You can also transfer files from your primary Google Drive account to your secondary account without re-
uploading them, saving storage space.

The same applies to Gmail. The files you use in Gmail also take up general storage space in your Google
account. You can delete old emails with large attachments to free up space in your Google account. Make sure to
back up your Gmail account locally before cleaning up large, important emails in Gmail.

You finished reading the article "6 tips to free up storage space on Google Photos" edited by the TipsMake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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