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6 thingsto consider before buying your first foldable
phone

Buying your first foldable phone is a big step, and you're probably excited to experience a new form factor after
years of using boring glass panels.

Buying your first foldable phone is abig step, and you're probably excited to experience a new form factor after
years of boring glass panels. But before you hit that buy button, there are afew things you should consider to
figure out exactly what you want.

6. Do you buy a phonefor thefeaturesor just for thetrend?

The ultimate goal of foldable phones isto combine the utility of smartphones and tablets so that you can use

your phone as you normally would most of the time, but switch to alarger screen when you need to do some
serious work. That's the utility side of the equation. Y ou buy a foldable phone with the expectation that it will
increase your productivity and contribute (at least in part) to your money.

That means you're relying heavily on multitasking features like split-screen view, pop-up windows, and picture-
in-picture mode to get more done. Companies are also increasingly finding clever ways to make better use of the
extra space. Samsung's TaskBar, for example, does a great job of making the Galaxy Fold feel more like a
Windows PC.

OnePlus Open Canvas feature takes a fresh approach to multitasking. It runs two apps in split-screen mode,
taking up almost the entire screen, while athird app hangs at the bottom for quick access. In effect, it feelslike
your apps are pinned to a giant whiteboard, allowing you to quickly switch back and forth.

5. Can you afford therepair costs?

No matter how durable the company claimsits foldable phoneis, don't expect it to be as durable as aregular
flagship phone . The crease on the inner display, in particular, will become more noticeable with everyday use.
You'll probably want to be extra careful around water or sand to protect the hinge, even with a higher IP rating.

Foldable phones are much more difficult and expensive to repair, and people often forget to factor these repair
costsinto their purchases. In fact, replacing the internal screen alone can cost about athird, or in extreme cases,
up to half, of the device's launch price.


https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/mobile/
https://tipsmake.com/6-things-to-consider-before-gwqry

Regular phones use many standard parts, which are cheaper to manufacture and easier to source, but foldable
phones are till avery new invention in the grand scheme of things. As such, they require custom parts that
repair shops don't always have on hand.

4. Areyour favorite apps optimized for foldable phones?

As mentioned earlier, part of the appeal of buying afoldable phone is the ability to consume media on alarger
screen. But there's a problem here. Foldable phones currently find themselves in this awkward space, where
they're not thin enough when folded to be considered a regular phone, but not wide enough when opened to be
considered atrue tablet.

In other words, the internal display has a square aspect ratio rather than a rectangular one (which is the aspect
ratio that movies and shows are shot in), so most apps are optimized for it.

In practice, thismeans you'll likely see giant black bars at the top and bottom when you try to watch a video, and
the actual size of the video won't be much larger than what you'd see on, say, the 6.9-inch Galaxy S25 Ultra. Of
course, you can pinch to zoom and fill the entire screen, but that cuts off content from the ends, ruining your
media experience. Thisis one of the worst things about owning a foldable phone.

3. Areyou okay with carrying around a bulky phonefor years?

Flip phones are light and weigh about the same as regular phones, but phones with book-style screens are often
significantly thicker and heavier. This makes them less comfortable to use on adaily basis, especialy if you
have small hands. Of course, you get more screen space in exchange for all that extraweight, but keep in mind
that you'll be carrying that weight around for years to come.

Samsung has admitted that it has done a good job of reducing the weight of the Fold line over each generation, to
the point that the Fold 6 is only 239 grams - quite light for a foldable phone but still heavier than the iPhone 16
Pro Max, causing many to complain that it is too bulky.



Weight and thickness are probably the last things you think about when buying afoldable phone, but they really
matter. When the device isfolded, you want it to feel as much like aregular phone as possible. Also, don't forget
that adding a case will only make an already bulky device even bulkier.

2. Isthe external display practical?

Depending on whether you buy aflip phone or a book flip phone, your expectations for the external display will
be different. For abook flip phone, the external display should be as similar to aregular phone as possible, and
most flip phones have this feature.

But things get alittle messy when you opt for aflip phone, astheir outer displays are much smaller and are
marketed as away to get you to use your phone less. If you're among the growing number of people who want to
cut down on screen time, the extra effort it takes to open your phone might be enough to stop you from opening
attention-grabbing apps like Instagram or TikTok .

However, externa displays have gotten larger over time, to the point where you can now run almost any app on
them, which defeats the whole purpose of the form factor.

1. Isthere anything you can do about bad battery life?

Given their size, you'd think foldable phones would have enough room inside their chassis to house a big battery.
But much of that space is actually taken up by the hinge, and in the pursuit of making these devices thinner, you
lose alot of valuable internal space.

In fact, Samsung hasn't changed the battery size of the Fold series (4400mAh) since 2021 when it launched the
Galaxy Fold 3. And this problem isn't unique to Samsung; the Google Pixel 9 Pro Fold has a 4650mAh battery
and the OnePlus Open has a 4805mAh battery, which is better but still below the 5000mAh we still consider
standard.



This sucks because the larger internal display iswhat you buy the phone for, but it also uses more power, so
you're constantly torn between saving battery and using the external display or taking advantage of the feature
you paid extrafor.

Thisis till aproblem that can be solved in the long run as the smartphone industry moves to new silicon-carbon
batteries, which have higher energy density and can therefore pack more power into the same area. In fact, the
Vivo X Fold3 Pro uses this technology and offers a respectable 5700mAh battery.

Y ou finished reading the article "6 thingsto consider before buying your first foldable phone" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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