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6 Best Open Source Note Taking Apps

Some of the key benefits of using open source software are transparency, flexibility, and true ownership of the
notes.

Note-taking apps are everywhere, but many of the most popular—like Evernote or Notion —are closed source.
Some of the key benefits of using open source software are transparency, flexibility, and true ownership of your
notes. Plus, these apps are often free, highly customizable, and supported by passionate communities that are
constantly tweaking and improving them.

 

1. Simplenote

 

As the name suggests, Simplenote is all about simplicity. It's no wonder Simplenote is called a minimalist's
dream. Instead of bloating the interface with tons of features you'll never use, the app gives you just enough to
take notes. No complicated menus or unnecessary clutter, just a distraction-free space ready to jot down your
thoughts whenever you want.

Although it's designed to be simple, you can link notes together, which is useful for cross-referencing. You can
also search for notes if you need information, and Simplenote has a Publish feature if you need to publish your
notes online for everyone to access.
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2. Logseq

Logseq is another solid open-source note-taking app. If you've used Obsidian , Logseq is a great alternative.
Instead of using traditional folders to organize your notes, it uses an outline and backlinking system that allows
you to build a web of connected ideas. It's a great note-taking app if you want to create a personal knowledge
management system instead of just taking notes.

 

3. Joplin

Joplin is a note-taking app that comes with everything you need to jot down your ideas. Unlike minimalist note-
taking apps, Joplin supports rich text formatting, Markdown , attachments, images, and even web clippings via a
browser extension. This makes it versatile enough for everything from basic note-taking to storing research
papers, PDFs , or project documents. Joplin is also a solid alternative to Obsidian.

The app is also customizable through plugins and offers end-to-end encryption to keep user data private.
However, you don't necessarily need to use the cloud as Joplin is one of the best offline note-taking apps that lets



you sync your data whenever you want.

4. Standard Notes

 

Standard Notes is a privacy-first note-taking app that stands out for its focus on encryption and durability.
However, it is a powerful note-taking app with a wide range of features, making it one of the best. In terms of
security and privacy, the app uses end-to-end encryption to protect your notes. Furthermore, the app does not
support password resets, thus minimizing the risk of potential attacks.

Even though notes are encrypted, Standard Notes still lets you password-protect any note in the app.

5. Zettlr

 



Zettlr is a Markdown-focused editor designed for writers, researchers, and students. It's an offline note-taking
app, so each note is a Markdown file stored on your device. Unlike other note-taking apps, Zettlr feels closer to a
full-fledged writing environment. For students and researchers, the app supports citation management, so if
you've used the Zotero plugin for Word, you'll feel right at home.

Zettlr also makes it easy to see all the references in the current file in the sidebar. You can also cross-link files or
use tags to link your notes.

6. AppFlowy

AppFlowy is known as the open source version of Notion, and for good reason. Its interface is heavily inspired
by Notion, from its block-based editing system to the ability to create pages, databases, Kanban boards, and
structured notes with a clean and intuitive interface.

The app supports Markdown, but also offers shortcuts to create different types of blocks, from lists, code, and
embeds to titles, math equations, and toggle buttons. You can also link to other pages, just like in Notion.
AppFlowy comes with built-in templates for different use cases created by teams or the community.

You finished reading the article "6 Best Open Source Note Taking Apps" edited by the TipsMake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles on
tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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