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6 Free Web APIs Every AI Developer and 'Vibe
Coder' Should Know

Discover 6 free Web APIs to help you build more powerful AI agents and applications.

The quickest way to make an AI application truly useful is to connect it to real-time web data. This often means
giving the AI ??the ability to search the internet, extract content from websites, and generate answers based on
the most up-to-date information.

 

When AI applications can do that, they will become much more practical and reliable. This article introduces 6
free Web APIs that help programmers build more powerful AI applications, especially in machine learning
workflows and AI agents.

These tools can be easily integrated into Python or JavaScript via SDKs, REST APIs, or systems like the Model
Context Protocol (MCP), helping you build AI agents, coding assistants, or automation systems quickly.

1. Firecrawl

Firecrawl is one of the fastest-growing tools in the AI ??agent ecosystem. Initially, Firecrawl was quite slow and
unstable, but it has now become one of the most popular tools.

The highlight of Firecrawl is that it can not only scrape content but also search the web, crawl websites, map
URLs, and extract content suitable for AI models.

Firecrawl supports exporting data in markdown, HTML, or JSON formats. Additionally, the tool supports
workflows for AI agents via MCP and a dedicated skill system.

Example of a command to use:

npx -y firecrawl-cli@latest init --all --browser

Firecrawl is suitable for AI applications that require real-time web access.

2. Tavily

Tavily was initially a web search engine for AI, but has now evolved into a complete API platform.
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Tavily supports website searching, crawling, content extraction, and multi-step research workflows. This tool is
particularly popular with the vibe coding community due to its speed and ease of integration.

Tavily also supports MCP server and agent skills, making integration with AI agents easier.

Example command:

npx skills add https://github.com/tavily-ai/skills

3. Olostep

Olostep is one of the most comprehensive API platforms for AI agents. This tool combines numerous features
such as searching, crawling, data extraction, and generating sourced responses.

Olostep helps build a complete research workflow without needing to combine many different tools.

This platform also supports batch processing, file sandboxing, and custom agent workflows, enabling the
creation of more robust automation systems.

Example command:

env OLOSTEP_API_KEY=your-api-key npx -y olostep-mcp

4. Exa

Exa is a tool specifically designed for AI agents. Exa stands out for its speed and high accuracy.

Exa is particularly strong in areas such as:

1. Company research
2. Searching for human information
3. News
4. Financial report
5. Programming documentation

This tool also supports Agent Skills and MCP, making integration with AI systems easier.

Example command:

claude mcp add --transport http exa https://mcp.exa.ai/mcp

5. Bright Data

Bright Data is a powerful platform for businesses, but it's also very useful for AI agents.

Bright Data provides a complete web data stack including search, crawling, browser automation, and data
extraction.



Another strength is the Unlocker API, which helps bypass tough anti-bot systems. This tool also supports
Playwright and Puppeteer.

Example command:

npx @brightdata/mcp

6. You.com

You.com has evolved from a search engine into a complete AI agent platform.

You.com offers real-time web search, content extraction, and citation-based research workflows.

This platform also supports Agent Skills and SDKs for Python and TypeScript.

Example command:

npx skills add youdotcom-oss/agent-skills

Web APIs are becoming the foundation for AI agents.

These Web APIs enable AI agents to access real-time data and perform more complex workflows. Instead of
building everything from scratch, programmers can use these tools to accelerate development.

In many respects, these Web APIs are becoming the foundation for AI agents, similar to how GitHub plays a
role with code or Hugging Face with AI models.

As AI agents become increasingly common, knowing and using these Web APIs will become a crucial skill for
programmers and the coder vibe.

You finished reading the article "6 Free Web APIs Every AI Developer and 'Vibe Coder' Should Know"
edited by the TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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