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6 clever and unique ways to reuse old USB drives.

Discover 6 creative and useful ways to transform a USB drive, from a portable operating system and rescue
toolkit to a pocket-sized retro game library.

Most of us have a few old USB drives lying around, perhaps with small capacities or belonging to the outdated
USB 2.0 generation. Instead of letting them become electronic waste, these USB drives are incredibly useful for
many different tasks.

 

This SEO-optimized article will show you 6 smart ways to repurpose your old USB drives, turning them into
powerful and cost-effective tools.

6 Creative Uses of Old USB Drives

1. Creating a Tiny Portable Operating System

 

One of the best applications for an old USB drive is to turn it into a portable operating system that can boot
from almost any computer.

1. Linux Live USB: This is a great option. The Linux operating system runs independently of the host PC,
creating a secure working environment and not affecting the computer's internal hard drive. Persistent
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Linux installations also allow you to save files and settings, turning the USB into a lightweight laptop that
can be carried on a keychain.

2. Windows To Go: The official Windows To Go project has been discontinued, but the Rufus tool allows
you to create an unofficial Windows To Go environment for testing or debugging. However, since
Windows consumes significantly more resources than Linux, you should prioritize using Linux Distros on
older , slow USB drives.

2. Create a Bootable Rescue Toolkit

 

Unlike a backup operating system, a Rescue Toolkit is a bootable USB drive packed with utilities to help
troubleshoot problems on Windows, Linux, and macOS.

1. Functions: File recovery, RAM testing, partition repair, and more.

2. Recommended tools: Hiren's BootCD PE, SystemRescue, and GParted Live.

3. Advantages: Many of these tools can fit neatly on small-capacity drives (including old USB 2.0 drives),
making them a "one-time, forget-it-all" tool that is extremely useful when disaster strikes.

3. Offline Encrypted Password Vault



Although cloud-based password managers are convenient, many people still prefer the absolute control of an
asynchronously encrypted password vault that can be accessed from anywhere.

 

1. Instructions: Use password managers like KeePassXC or Bitwarden to export a version of the password
vault and store it on a USB drive. The password vault is strongly encrypted, providing high USB security
.

2. Enhance security: Consider encrypting the entire contents of your drive using VeraCrypt – a free and
open-source tool.

4. Handy Travel Drive with Portable Apps



When using public or shared computers, you face security risks. Using a portable USB drive containing
portable apps is a safe solution.

1. Mobile applications: These applications don't require installation; you can run them as long as your
computer recognizes the USB drive. You can find mobile applications for browsers, office utilities, etc.

2. Benefits: Helps protect your privacy and security without having to install anything on the host computer.

5. Transform it into a Basic Security Hardware Key

 

While it can't completely replace dedicated security keys like YubiKey, you can still use an old USB drive to
enhance PC login security.



1. Software: Use free software like USB Raptor to turn your USB drive into a computer security key.
2. Note: This is a software-based solution, less secure than dedicated hardware keys using built-in encryption

and the FIDO2 standard. However, it's an interesting way to experience the concept of a secure key.

6. Create a Portable Retro Gaming Center

Turning virtually any old USB drive into a super-portable gaming device is one of the most interesting ways to
repurpose old USB drives .

1. Instructions: Download the portable version of RetroArch, add the emulator and your favorite ROM files
to a USB drive.

2. Advantages: Retro games and emulators are usually very small, allowing you to fit a large number of
classic games onto a compact USB drive.

3. Performance Note: USB speed will affect performance. USB 2.0 has a maximum speed of 480Mbps,
while USB 3.0 can reach 5Gbps. Keep this in mind when choosing a USB drive.

Important Tip: Check the Reliability of Used USB Drives

Before entrusting any important data to an old USB drive, check its reliability.

1. Error checking: Use a tool like CrystalDiskInfo to check your drive.
2. Speed ??test: Conduct speed tests to ensure performance remains consistent.
3. Decision: If the drive is reporting errors, is too slow, or won't read/write, it's best to discard it. Data

security is always the top priority.

You finished reading the article "6 clever and unique ways to reuse old USB drives." edited by the TipsMake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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