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5 Ways to Use Google Maps Without Planning a
Route

While it's undeniably a great tool for navigation purposes, Google Maps is a fantastic resource with a much
broader range of uses that can help you go beyond getting from A to B.

Here are five creative and practical ways you can use Google Maps to improve your work and lifestyle.

1. Explore locations to avoid crowds and inconvenience

Everyone likes to avoid crowds whenever possible, and if you're considering going shopping or visiting a place,
it's worth checking Google Maps first. With real-time data and user input, you can explore popular locations to
see when they're likely to be busiest.

Whenever you want to find a quieter time to visit, tap the 'Busy area' label to bring up a graph that shows you
when a location is busiest during the day. This information also includes a list of nearby stores and entertainment
areas and tells you when the roads are busiest, saving you time and frustration, especially during rush hour or
holiday season.

2. Improve business presence
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Almost every business today needs an online presence, and Google Maps can play a vital role in increasing your
visibility. By claiming and updating your 'My Business' listing with Google, you can ensure that your business
appears on the map when potential customers search for products or services like yours.

With your My Business listing on Google Maps, you can showcase your hours of operation, post updates, and
even highlight special promotions. Reviews are also an important part of your business's success, and Google
Maps allows customers to leave positive reviews, which are then displayed on your listing. Positive reviews help
drive traffic, and by responding to reviews, you can show potential customers that you care about their
experience.

3. Reporting accidents and road hazards

While not as good as Waze for traffic updates, Google Maps is still a valuable safety resource whenever you're
on the road. If you're driving and encounter an accident, hazard, or traffic jam, tap the 'Report' icon to report it
directly in the app. This way, you're helping others avoid similar delays or dangers. If enough people report the
same issue, Google will update traffic information in real time, so the entire community benefits.

You can also see live updates on road safety, road closures, and even speed traps on Google Maps. This feature
can help you plan your route to avoid accidents or dangerous conditions, making your trip safer and more
efficient. This feature often saves a lot of time by avoiding hazards and traffic jams.

4. Explore real estate listing locations

If you're looking for a home or are just curious about properties for sale or rent in a particular area, Google Maps
can help you get a better understanding of the location and neighborhood. Instead of relying on static photos or
descriptions in a property listing, you can tour the area using Street View. This lets you see not only the property
itself, but also the streets, parks, schools, and other essential amenities nearby.

You can also use Google Maps to check for emergency services, traffic conditions, and proximity to public
transport hubs, giving you a more comprehensive view of the area. This can be especially useful if you're
moving to a new city or looking for a home in an unfamiliar location.

5. Weather and disaster warning updates



Google Maps isn't just for navigating the physical world; it's also great for keeping track of what's happening in
your environment. If you're traveling to a new area or live in an area prone to severe weather, Google Maps can
help you stay up to date on weather and natural disasters. For example, in the event of a hurricane, earthquake, or
flood, you can tap the "Crisis" icon in Google Maps for live updates, evacuation routes, and emergency shelters.

Additionally, weather layers can provide real-time weather data, such as storm warnings, temperatures, and
precipitation, making it easy to prepare for changing conditions. This is especially useful when you need to make
quick decisions about your route or destination.

Even as an iOS user, Google Maps is still one of my favorite apps, and it offers so much more than just
directions. Whether you're trying to avoid crowds, find the perfect home, promote your business, or stay up to
date on weather conditions, Google's free app can dramatically improve your lifestyle, putting convenience and
security at your fingertips.

You finished reading the article "5 Ways to Use Google Maps Without Planning a Route" edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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